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1. Foreword 
Bingley and the adjacent villages of Cottingley, Crossflatts, Eldwick, Gilstead 
and Micklethwaite have a long and proud history. Yet our Parish Council area 
was formed only recently, in April 2016. The catalyst for the formation of 
Bingley Parish was to provide an independent voice for Bingley residents 
within a much broader and larger metropolitan area. It was a way to gain a 
local perspective and view on emerging development pressures and a way  
to harness local energy to regenerate the Parish. 

An early decision of the new Parish was to prepare a Neighbourhood 
Development Plan (Neighbourhood Plan) to provide local planning strategy 
and policies that can help deliver our Vision for the future, secure our local 
objectives for the development of the area and reflect community priorities  
to secure improvements in our environment, and influence how new 
development comes forward.  

The Government established the system of Neighbourhood Plans for this 
purpose and to reconnect local communities to the planning decisions  
which affect them. There are some important limits we must work within in 
preparing our Neighbourhood Plans – through them, we must not promote 
less development than is set out in the adopted local plan for the area, we 
must seek to make a contribution to sustainable development, our plan must 
be positively prepared, local people must be involved in its preparation, the 
whole of the plan should be in conformity with the strategic policies of the 
area and of the Government’s national planning guidance set out in the 
National Planning Policy Framework. 

We have ensured that our draft plan meets these requirements. This means 
the draft plan does not seek to remove existing or proposed development  
site allocations (as these are considered strategic level policies which we must 
conform with). We do not propose policies that would constrain development 

more than strategic policies or the NPPF allow. The plan cannot undo 
decisions that have already been taken on planning applications.  

When we started the Neighbourhood Plan, we considered a time period for 
the plan, to 2030, to match the adopted Bradford Core Strategy. Since then, 
Bradford Council has embarked on the preparation of a new local plan and 
this is advancing, so it makes sense to extend the time period for our 
Neighbourhood Plan to match this, to 2038. 

Once it is made following further consultation, an independent examination 
and a referendum of Bingley residents and businesses, our Neighbourhood 
Plan will become a statutory planning document incorporated into the 
Bradford local plans framework, used alongside other policies by the Bradford 
Council to determine planning applications within our area. This should mean 
that our local planning policies are built into the consideration of planning 
applications determined by the Local Planning Authority.

A Neighbourhood Plan could have other benefits: 

a. 	Our proposed design policy will guide development within Bingley town 		
	 centre and promote improvements on key links between Bingley and 		
	 the villages.  

b.	 The Neighbourhood Plan has provided a mechanism to identify, protect 		
	 and enhance our Local Green Spaces.  
c.	 Our work on local housing needs could help us to secure more housing 		
	 which is targeted to what we need locally in terms of size, type and tenure 	
	 of new housing.  

d.	 The plan identifies important heritage and landscape features which are 		
	 important to the character and setting of the Parish and provides policies 		
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	 to protect these as new development proposals come forward.  

e.	 With a Made Neighbourhood Plan in place, this will give the parish access 		
	 to Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding to improve facilities.  
	 (With a Town Council, the parish gets 15% of any CIL, with a Town Council 	
	 and Neighbourhood Plan, the parish gets 25% of CIL). 

Our Draft Neighbourhood Plan has been produced by local residents and 
Town Councillors who form the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, 
established by the Town Council. The group represents those who live in 
Bingley and the villages that form the parish.  

An initial consultation was carried out in September 2019 for residents  
to comment and make suggestions on the work done to date. The 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group has been consulting and listening  
to the community and local organisations to ensure the plan supports the 
sustainability and long-term preservation of our community and efforts to 
tackle climate change. Every effort is being made to ensure that the views 
and policies contained in the Plan will reflect those of the majority of 
residents. All comments from this initial consultation were reviewed by the 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. 
 
The COVID-19 Pandemic produced an extraordinary change in circumstances 
meaning that further public consultations and events were not possible. 
Bingley Town Council had to put its focus on ensuring that the community 
remained safe during the pandemic as it continued to provide its services and 
also help with wider efforts to combat the virus. At the turn of this year, we 
were finally able to return to the Neighbourhood Plan and have now brought 
together our proposals so that we can hear the views of the community on 
them.  

All documents relating to the plan to date are available on the Bingley  
Town Council website www.bingleytowncouncil.gov.uk  

The Town Council would like to thank all members of the Neighbourhood  
Plan Working Group for their work since the start of 2018 when the group  
was formed. 
 
The Town Council is also grateful for the help and the engagement of  
many others in the parish who are assisting in the production of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Cllr Philippa Gibbons 
Chair of Bingley Town Council 
September 2022 
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2.	 Neighbourhood Plan Area 

2.0.1	 Bingley Town Council applied for designation of the Neighbourhood 		
		  Area for its Neighbourhood Plan in June 2017 with an area based on 		
		  the 	Parish boundary. This was approved by Bradford Council on 30th 	
		  August 2017. The Neighbourhood Area is set out in Figure 1 (right). 	
2.0.2	 It should be noted that the Neighbourhood Plan Area was formed in 		
		  consultation with residents and is based on the whole Parish. This is a 	
		  larger area than the Bingley Sub-Area referred to in emerging local 		
		  plan documents. The Bingley Sub-Area misses out Micklethwaite, 		
		  Cottingley and other outlying parts of the Parish. 

Figure 1: Bingley Neighbourhood Area Boundary – approved 30th 			
		        August 2017

Aerial view of BIngley 

N
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3.0.1	 Neighbourhood Plans must operate in accordance with the guidance 		
		  set out in the NPPF which says that succinct and up-to-date plans 		
		  should provide a positive vision for the future of each area; a framework 	
		  for addressing housing needs and other economic, social and 			
		  environmental priorities; and a platform for local people to shape their 	
		  surroundings. This applies to plans at all levels and so Neighbourhood 	
		  Plans should play their part in the planning system in the same way. 

3.0.2	 A role of neighbourhood planning is set out in Paragraph 29 of the 		
		  NPPF. Here, it says Neighbourhood Plans give communities the power 	
		  to develop a shared vision for their areas and through them shape, 		
		  direct and help to deliver sustainable development, by influencing  
		  local planning decisions as part of the statutory development plan. 

3.0.3	 NDPs are required to meet Basic Conditions and other legislative 		
		  requirements. The basic conditions are set out in paragraph 8(2) of 		
		  Schedule 4B to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 as applied to 	
		  Neighbourhood Development Plans by section 38A of the Planning 		
		  and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004. The basic conditions are:  

		  a) 	having regard to national policies and advice contained in 			 
			   guidance issued by the Secretary of State it is appropriate to 		
			   make the order (or Neighbourhood Development Plan).  

		  b) 	having special regard to the desirability of preserving any listed 		
			   building or its setting or any features of special architectural or 		
			   historic interest that it possesses, it is appropriate to make the 		
			   order. This applies only to Orders.   
		  c) 	having special regard to the desirability of preserving or enhancing 	
	 		  the character or appearance of any conservation area, it is 			 
			   appropriate to make the order. This applies only to Orders.

		  d)	the making of the order (or Neighbourhood Development Plan) 		
			   contributes to the achievement of sustainable development. 

		  e) 	the making of the order (or Neighbourhood Development Plan) is 		
			   in general conformity with the strategic policies contained in the 		
			   development plan for the area of the authority (or any part of that area). 
		  f) 	the making of the order (or Neighbourhood Development Plan) 		
			   does not breach, and is otherwise compatible with, EU obligations. 

		  g) 	prescribed conditions are met in relation to the Order (or plan) and 	
	 		  prescribed matters have been complied with in connection with the 	
			   proposal for the order (or Neighbourhood Development Plan). 

3.0.4	 Importantly, Neighbourhood Plans should not promote less 			 
		  development than set out in the strategic policies for the area or 		
		  undermine those strategic policies. A key requirement is that 			 
		  Neighbourhood Plans must be in general conformity with the strategic 	
		  policies contained in any development plan that covers their area. 

3.0.5 	 At a later stage, this Neighbourhood Plan will be subject to an 		
	 	 independent examination to assess whether it has been prepared in 		
		  accordance with legal and procedural requirements. Key elements of 		
		  this examination will be to confirm the plan:   
		  a) 	Has been positively prepared 
  		  b) 	Is justified  
		  c) 	Is effective  
		  d) Is consistent with national policy 

3.0.6	 Once the Neighbourhood Plan has been brought into force, its policies 	
		  will be considered alongside Local Plan policies under section 38(6) of 	
		  the 1990 Act unless they are superseded by strategic or non-strategic 	
		  policies that are adopted subsequently.

3. The Role and Scope of the Neighbourhood Plan
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4. 	Neighbourhood Plan Period
4.1		 Introduction  

4.1.1	 A consideration of the period covered by the Neighbourhood Plan is 		
		  informed by the status of adopted and emerging local plans. 

4.2	 National Planning Policies  

4.2.1 	 The current version of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 	
		  was published in July 2021. The NPPF sets out national planning 		
		  policies in a single document and in so doing sets the framework for 		
		  plan-making and decision-making on development proposals. The 		
		  Framework explains the relationship between the NPPF, Local Plans 		
		  and Neighbourhood Plans. This influences how local planning 			
		  authorities approach the development of local plan policies and how 		
		  they regard policies as strategic or non-strategic in nature. The NPPF 		
		  identifies matters on which the government thinks local communities 		
		  through Neighbourhood Plans can contribute to the achievement of 		
		  national policy goals and also express their own ambitions and objectives. 

4.3	 Local Plans Context  

4.3.1 	 The adopted local plan for the area is made up of the following 		
		  development plan documents:  

		  a)	 The Core Strategy which was adopted by Bradford Council on  
			   18 July 2017. The Core Strategy forms part of the statutory 			
			   Development Plan for the Bradford District. The Core Strategy  
			   covers a period of 15 to 20 years, ending in 2030.  
		  b)	The Bradford District Replacement Unitary Development Plan 		
			   (RUDP) which was formally adopted in October 2005. The policies 	
			   were saved by the Secretary of State in 2008. The Council 			

BIngley 
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			   continues to have regard to the remaining Replacement Unitary 		
			   Development Plan ‘saved’ policies. These were saved until the 		
			   adoption of the Allocations Development Plan Document (DPD), 		
			   which has been abandoned, and so they will now remain in use 		
			   until adoption of the new Local Plan, or they are superseded by 		
			   updates to the NPPF or the adoption of other DPDs.  

		  c) 	The Waste Management DPD which was adopted by Bradford 		
			   Council on 17 October 2017. It forecasts requirements and sets 		
			   objectives for achievement by 2030.  

		  d) 	Bradford Council is now preparing a new local plan to meet planned 	
			   requirements for the period 2020 to 2038. A Regulation 18 ‘Preferred 	
			   Options’ Consultation was undertaken in February and March 2021.  

4.3.2  	 The Bradford Adopted Core Strategy 2017 was developed over a 		
		  period of ten years prior to its adoption, evolving over time to 		
		  accommodate planning reform processes and the introduction of the 	
		  NPPF, but essentially carrying forward the strategic issues of that 		
		  earlier time. The Core Strategy runs from 2011-2030, only 8 years from 	
		  now. The Adopted Core Strategy does not provide detailed site 		
		  allocations. The requirements set out in the Core Strategy and the data 	
		  underpinning it are now updated or in the process of being updated. 
  
4.3.3  	 Work required to support the Adopted Core Strategy with site 		
		  allocations and detailed policy approaches, standards and thresholds 		
		  has been abandoned and is now focused on the preparation of a 		
		  wholly new Local Plan. The time frame for the new plan will be 2020-		
		  2038. Nevertheless, some of that work supports the policies of the 		
		  Adopted Core Strategy.  
4.3.4 	 The Emerging Local Plan more explicitly seeks to address the declared 	
		  climate emergency, new patterns of working, the importance of 		
		  broadband, a focus on health, changing retail and town centre roles, 		
		  sustainable energy, green infrastructure and transport investment. 

4.4	 Setting a time period for Bingley Parish Neighbourhood Plan  
4.4.1 	 The Bingley Parish Neighbourhood Plan was started in 2017 and was 		
		  subject to a consultation in 2019. Individual workstreams have led to 		
		  further selective consultation and engagement. A draft of the 			
		  Neighbourhood Plan was produced in November 2020. Technical 		
		  work 	has been undertaken by AECOM through Locality, on a Housing 	
		  Needs Assessment and on a Design Code and Masterplan for Bingley 	
		  Town 	Centre. Volunteers on the Neighbourhood Plan have provided 		
		  further input and material.  

4.4.2 	 New or updated evidence base which is relevant to adopted local plan 	
		  policies need to be considered in progressing the Neighbourhood Plan 	
		  further. Some key themes of the emerging local plan also need to be 		
		  considered as to their relevance to Bingley and its Neighbourhood 		
		  Plan. 	This should ensure that the Neighbourhood Plan is in full 		
		  conformity with the Adopted Core Strategy and the connected 		
		  updated assessments and DPDs relevant to the application of its 		
		  policies. It should also conform with updated national legislation and 		
		  policies. 
 
4.4.3 	 Following Neighbourhood Area designation in the second half of 2017, 	
		  the development of the Neighbourhood Plan has been informed by 		
		  consultation and technical work undertaken in the period 2018-2022, 		
		  so it would make sense for the Neighbourhood Plan to cover this period.  

4.4.4  	 So that the neighbourhood plan can remain relevant for longer, the 		
		  proposed time period for the Neighbourhood Plan is now 2018-2038, 		
		  covering the end period of adopted and emerging local plans. 
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5.	 Strategic Environmental 			
		  Appraisal and Habitats 			 
		  Regulations Assessment 
5.0.1 	 The NPPF says that Neighbourhood Plans may require Strategic 		
		  Environmental Assessment (SEA), but only where there are potentially 	
		  significant environmental effects. These can be effects on traffic, flood 	
		  risk, heritage, landscape, public health, land quality and biodiversity.  
 
5.0.2 	 The area covered by the Bingley Parish Neighbourhood Plan includes 		
		  two Sites of Special Scientific Interest and the South Pennine Moors 		
		  Special Protection Area/Special Area of Conservation. Accordingly, 		
		  the contents of the Neighbourhood Plan may require a Habitats 		
		  Regulations Assessment (HRA) in accordance with Article 6 (3) of  
		  the EU Habitats Directive and with Regulations 105 and 106 of the 		
		  Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017. A HRA  
		  would be required wheN the implementation of the contents of the 		
		  Neighbourhood Plan are likely to cause significant negative effects 
		  on a designated protected European Site (Natura 2000 sites).  

Trench Meadows SSSIBingley Moor

‘North Bog’, BIngley © David Spencer – www.geograph.org.uk © Peter Hughes – www.flickr.com
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View over Bingley from Gilstead Crag

Access road from Ferncliffe Road to the A650 Bingley bypass.A narrowboat arriving at the foot of the Five Rise Locks from Bingley.

5.0.3 	 The policies of the Neighbourhood Plan do not propose additional 		
		  development to that already set out in adopted plans and do not seek 	
		  to allocate new land for development, which limits the potential for 		
		  such impacts.   

5.0.4 	 A request for a screening opinion on whether HRA or SEA is required 	
		  has been prepared on behalf of Bingley Town Council by AECOM 		
		  consultants and submitted to the Local Planning Authority for its 		
		  opinion. The request for a screening opinion and any opinion received 	
		  are provided as a supporting document.  
 
5.0.5 	 The HRA/SEA Screening Opinion Request prepared by AECOM 		
		  concludes that, subject to written confirmation from BMDC, there 		
		  should be no requirement for SEA arising from the Bingley Parish 		
		  Neighbourhood Plan. 
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Bingley Pool

6.	 Sustainable  
		  Development and  
		  Strategic Policy Support 
6.0.1 	 Paragraph 8 of the National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) 		
		  requires that plans seek to contribute to the achievement of 			 
		  sustainable development through meeting economic, social and 		
		  environmental objectives. The Bingley Parish Neighbourhood Plan  
		  has been prepared with these requirements in mind. Table 1, on the 		
		  following pages, demonstrates how each of the policies within the 		
		  plan contribute to the achievement of one or more of the overarching 	
		  objectives which mutually support the achievement of sustainable 		
		  development.  

Canal towpathPropsed new housing at Crosley Wood
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Neighbourhood Plan Policy Economic Objective Social Objective Environmental Objective

BING 1 – Community Assets and 
Facilities

Ensuring a good network of community 
facilities and assets supports a well-balanced 
community which is an economic advantage. 
Would support the retention of active leisure 
services in Bingley.

It is an important aspect of sustainable 
development that community facilities are 
present and available locally. Would meet an 
important community objective to retain 
existing local swimming pool facilities used 
by schools and residents.

Local community facilities allow people to 
use their cars less in accessing key local 
services. Would support local availability of 
facilities reducing the need to travel to other 
towns for swimming facilities used by the 
local community.

BING 2 – Design of New 
Development in Bingley 

Supports a better-quality built environment 
to attract businesses and visitors to key 
destinations. 

Encourages a safer and more accessible 
town and would provide more social outdoor 
spaces. Supports improved relationship 
between new development and existing 
settlement character. 

Supports provision of green infrastructure to  
support biodiversity. Would support more 
sustainable building design with low carbon 
and renewable features. 

BING 3 – Bingley Town Centre Would improve attractiveness of key 
shopping destinations.  Provides clear focus 
for future priorities to regenerate the town 
centre. Provides a menu of future potential 
investment and projects in the town centre. 
Seeks to promote round the clock activity in  
the town centre. 

Would provide a better environment for 
local cultural activities to foster community 
development. Would support provision of 
additional housing above shops that could 
meet local needs. Would foster a sense of  
shared community responsibility to deliver 
and maintain an attractive town centre.

Would address traffic issues in the town 
centre. Would reduce potential for dereliction, 
vandalism, fly-tipping and littering associated 
with vacant buildings and plots. 

BING 4 – Current and Future  
Employment Sites and Buildings

Seeks to promote retention  
of employment sites.

Would support retention of broad range of 
jobs to meet local employment needs.

Would ensure that the need to travel outside 
the area for work does not grow. 

BING 5 – Small Businesses and 
Start-ups

Supports small businesses. Encourages growing working community to 
remain within Bingley area and benefit from 
local, internally generated, economic growth 
and socialising.

Contributes to reduced travelling 
requirements going out of and in to the 
Bingley area.

BING 6 – New Housing in Bingley Ensuring that housing market continues to 
function to meet everyone’s needs.

To meet identified local needs of people who 
find it hard to access housing.

BING 7 – Walking and Cycling 
Routes 

A key part of providing a high quality local 
environment which is attractive.

Promotes better quality, safer and more 
accessible routes.

Encourages more walking and cycling.

Table 1: Achievement of Sustainable Development Objectives 

continued on page 14
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Table 1: Achievement of Sustainable Development Objectives (cont.)

Neighbourhood Plan Policy Economic Objective Social Objective Environmental Objective

BING 8 – Local Green Space A key part of providing a high quality local 
environment which is attractive.

Supports health and well-being for local 
residents.

Supports linked-up and improved green 
spaces and habitats and supports local 
alternatives in the town to reduce pressure 
on sensitive habitats.

BING 9 – Green Infrastructure  
Principles

A key part of providing a high quality local 
environment which is attractive.

Supports health and well-being for local 
residents.

Supports linked-up and improved green 
spaces and habitats and supports local 
alternatives in the town to reduce pressure 
on sensitive habitats.

BING 10 – Bingley Town Character 
Buildings and Structures of  
Local Heritage Interest

Supports retention of interesting features 
which add to the attractiveness of the town. 

Provides support for local features of 
heritage value to local residents. 

BING 11 – Milner Field Estate SCA Potential tourism benefit arising from links 
to Salt family. 

Provides a connection to local heritage for 
local residents.

Provides support for coherent approach to 
safeguard a potentially important local 
heritage asset. 

BING 12 – Local Views and Vistas Will support the continued attractiveness of 
the setting of the town as new development 
occurs.

Supports health and well-being for local 
residents.

Supports more sympathetic approach to 
development. 
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		  Table 2 below provides references to the NPPF and adopted local  
		  plans which are relevant to and support the inclusion of policies 		
		  within the Bingley Neighbourhood Plan.

Neighbourhood Plan 
Policy

NPPF  
References Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Support Emerging Local Plan 2020-2038 – 

Preferred Options Feb 2021 

BING 1 – Community  
Assets and Facilities

NPPF Para 93 (a) to (e) 
NPPF Para 99 (a) to (c) 

SC1 – Support and Enhance Community and Social 
Infrastructure in Principal Towns.  
SC4 – Support Bingley as a Principal Town in the Hierarchy 
of settlements as a main local focus for shopping and 
cultural activities and facilities.  
EN1 (C) – Protect and Improvement in provision of open 
spaces and recreational facilities in order to protect 
against increasing pressures from visits to South Pennine 
Moors SPA/SAC.  
T1 in Appendix 3: Employment and Social infrastructure 
should be within 400m of a bus stop and 800m of a rail 
station with a service of at least four times per hour.  
T2: Additionally, new residential and mixed use should 
be within 10 minutes’ walk time to local services and 
20 minutes’ walk time to primary health and education 
facilities.  
Appendix 9: Open Space Standards: residential 
development should be located within 400m of a local 
park and 1200m of a district park. Or less than 120m from 
0.66ha of local park or 1200m from park between 0.67 
and 1ha in size. 

SP3 Hierarchy of Settlements reaffirms Core Strategy 
hierarchy.  
TR3 and Appendix 6: Accessibility Standards similar.  
HO3: access from housing to local services.  
CO1 Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation – policies map 
identifies land as open space and protects land from 
development. Requires provision of open space in new 
development. Role of provision in reducing pressures on 
SPA/SAC.  
CO2 – Seeks to protect, enhance and support new 
community and health facilities. 

Table 2: Meeting Basic Condition for Broad Conformity and No Conflict with Strategic Policies 

6.0.2	 Neighbourhood Plans are required to meet Basic Conditions one of 		
		  which is that policies in the Neighbourhood Plan must be in broad 		
		  conformity and must not conflict with the NPPF, guidance from the 		
		  Secretary of State and with adopted local plans. 				  

continued on page 16
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Neighbourhood 
Plan Policy

NPPF 
References Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Support Emerging Local Plan 2020-2038 – 

Preferred Options Feb 2021 

BING 2 – Design of New  
Development in Bingley 

NPPF Para 28; Para 112 (c); 
Para 120 (e); Para 125; Para 
129; and Para 131.  

SC9 – supports development which responds to place 
and distinctiveness and encourages Neighbourhood Plans 
to provide additional details on design policies.  
PH09 (G): Says that specific guidance on housing quality  
and design for an area or site can be set out in 
Neighbourhood Plans where viable and feasible.  
DS1 (A) to (E) supports policy based on clear principles  
evidence through design codes and masterplan exercises.  
DS3: Supports proposals which respond to urban 
character with strong design principles.  
DS5: encourages safe and inclusive places through design 
approaches.

SP14 and Supplementary Planning Document on Design.  
SP15 refers to Creating Healthy Places. 
DS1, DS2, DS3, DS4 and DS5 – Similar to Core Strategy 
DS1 to DS5. 

BING 3 – Bingley Town 
Centre

Design elements and town 
centre masterplan - NPPF 
Para 28; Para 81; Para 108; 
Para 112 (c); Para 120 (e);  
Para 123; Para 125; Para 129; 
and Para 131.  
Town Centre Boundary – 
NPPF Para 86 (b). 

AD1: Airedale – indicates outcomes for ‘reborn’ Bingley in 
2030 as a distinctive market town, based on significant 
investment and improvements to the town centre and 
other parts of the town.   
EC5 (B) – Bingley town centre viewed as the focus for 
economic, social, and cultural development.  
DS1 (A) to (E) supports policy based on clear principles 
evidence through design codes and masterplan exercises.  
DS3: Supports proposals which respond to urban 
character with strong design principles.  
DS4:  Encourages pedestrian and cycle improvement 
through an integrated network of routes with a design led 
approach to car parking. 

Infrastructure Plan Update 2021. 

SP16 Working Together.

EC4 City, Town and Local Centres.  

Table 2: Meeting Basic Condition for Broad Conformity and No Conflict with Strategic Policies (cont.) 

continued on page 17
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Neighbourhood 
Plan Policy

NPPF 
References Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Support Emerging Local Plan 2020-2038 – 

Preferred Options Feb 2021 

BING 4 – Current and 
Future Employment Sites 
and Buildings 

EC3 – Sets objectives to establish an employment land  
requirement based on an estimated global requirement of 
30 hectares within the Airedale Corridor. 

District Strategic Land Assessment 2020. 
EC1 – Proposes allocation of: BI9/E Castlefields Road 
1.18Ha; BI10/E John Escritt Road 0.5Ha; S/E6.2 Crossflatts.  
And to remove S/E6.1 as already developed for road  
infrastructure.  

BING 5 – Small Businesses 
and Start-ups

EC1 - Supports the provision of business start-up and 
incubator units in the Airedale Corridor.  
EC2 – Supports a target annual job creation of 1600 to 
2030 and sets objectives to implement regeneration 
initiatives.  
EC4 – sets framework for monitoring supply of  
employment land to be allocated future development 
plan documents.

EC2 – supports small changes of use. 

EC3 – local employment requirement.

BING 6 – New Housing 
in Bingley

NPPF Para 62-63. H08 (C) and (D): Identifies strategic priorities and refers 
to the role of Neighbourhood Plans in providing specific 
guidance on housing mix on an area or site basis.

SP8; HO4;
HO5 – Affordable housing (tenure starting point – 65%  
affordable rent and 35% affordable home ownership). 
HO6 refers to self-build and custom housing.

BING 7 – Walking and  
Cycling Routes 

NPPF Para 104 (c); Para 106 
(d)

TR3 – Seeks to safeguard and improve walking and 
cycling infrastructure to be identified for consideration for 
inclusion in transport investment programmes (LTP and 
LCR Transport Strategy).  
TR4 – Supports improvement of sustainable transport 
mode access to key cultural venues.  
DS4: Encourages pedestrian and cycle improvement 
through an integrated network of routes with a design led 
approach to car parking.

EN6 (new) – Countryside and Development – restriction 
of development to defined uses, and protects from loss 
Public Right of Ways which form part of the core walking 
and cycling network.

BING 8 – Local Green  
Space 

NPPF Para 101-103. EN1 (D) – identifies local green space in Neighbourhood 
Plans. 

Table 2: Meeting Basic Condition for Broad Conformity and No Conflict with Strategic Policies (contd.) 

continued on page 18
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Neighbourhood 
Plan Policy

NPPF 
References Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Support Emerging Local Plan 2020-2038 – 

Preferred Options Feb 2021 

BING 9 – Green  
Infrastructure Principles

NPPF Para 92 (c) SC6 – (A), (B) and (C) supports and encourages multi-
functional spaces, routes and green infrastructure to be 
identified in Neighbourhood Plans.  
AD1: Airedale – Seeks to protect SPA/SAC, improve Green  
infrastructure.  
DS2 (A) to (D): supports approaches based on retention 
and enhancement of key landscape and ecological  
features into integrated into networks. 

SP10: refers to multi-functional green and blue assets and  
scope to secure net gains in biodiversity from new  
development.  
SP11 and SPD – South Pennine Moors SPA/SAC.  
EN2 – introduce Biodiversity Net Gain requirement.  
CO1 Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation – policies map  
identifies land as open space and protects land from  
development. Requires provision of open space in new  
development. Role of provision in reducing pressures on 
SPA/SAC. 

BING 10 – Bingley Town  
Character Buildings and 
Structures of Local 
Heritage Interest

NPPF Para 192; Para 203. AD1: Airedale – Seeks to Conserve heritage assets in the 
Airedale Corridor.  
EN3 (F): Requires proposals to protect or enhance the  
heritage significance and setting of locally-identified non- 
designated heritage assets. 

Heritage Impact Assessment Technical Note and 
Appraisals 2020. 

EN4 – similar to Core Strategy policy.  
CO1 Open Spaces, Sport and Recreation – policies map  
identifies land as open space and protects land from  
development. Requires provision of open space in new 
development. Role of provision in reducing pressures on 
SPA/SAC. 

BING 11 – Milner Field  
Estate SCA 

NPPF Para 189; Para 206-
207. 

AD1: Airedale – Seeks to Conserve heritage assets in the 
Airedale Corridor.  
EN3 (A), (B) – Addresses the Outstanding Universal 
Values of the Saltaire World Heritage Site and Buffer 
Zone which abut the proposed Special Character Area.  
EN3 (H) – Encourages heritage-led regeneration initiatives. 

EN6 (new) – Countryside and Development – restriction 
of development to defined uses, and protects from loss 
Public Right of Ways which form part of the core walking 
and cycling network.

BING 12 – Distinctive 
Local Views and Vistas

Para 130 (c). Policy EN3 – Maintain and Enhance the character of 
historic environment areas and assets..  
EN4 – Set within the context of the Landscape Character 
Assessment for the Airedale LCA and Rombalds Ridge 
to the North.

EN5.

Table 2: Meeting Basic Condition for Broad Conformity and No Conflict with Strategic Policies (contd.) 
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Saturday 7 Sep Bingley Market  9.00am – 1.00pm

Monday 9 Sep Eldwick Church, Cafe area 2.00 – 4.00pm

Thursday 12 Sep COPWA 5.30 – 7.30pm

Monday 16 Sep Bingley Methodist Church 1.30 – 3.30pm

Tuesday 17 Sep St Wilfrid’s Church, Gilstead 7.00 – 9.00pm

Friday 20 Sep Cottingley Community Centre 10.00am – 12.00pm

Wednesday 25 Sep Bingley Arts Centre 9.30am – 4.00pm

7.	 Consultation  
		  with the Community 
7.1		 Introduction  

7.1.1		 Engagement of the local community is regarded as essential in the 		
		  developing a vision and objectives for the future development of 		
		  neighbourhoods and to provide the detailed information to support 		
		  non-strategic policies that can make a difference to localities. 

7.1.2	 The Bingley Parish Neighbourhood Plan has been supported by 		
		  engagement and consultation in a variety of forms over several years. 	
		  These are detailed below to show the development of approaches 		
		  now set out in the draft plan. 

7.2		 September 2019 Community Consultation  
7.2.1	 The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group organised a community 		
		  consultation taking place at venues across the Parish over the course 
		  of two to three weeks in September 2019. This provided in-person 		
		  dialogue on a draft version of the Neighbourhood Plan and informed 		
		  the group on important priorities that should be investigated further. 		
		  The details of the consultation events are set out below.  
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7.2.2	 Additionally, Bingley Town Council undertook a survey of residents  
		  on a range of matters including the Neighbourhood Plan. In total, 281 		
		  responses were received over the course of the consultation by 		
		  peoplefilling in forms at or after the events and through questions in 		
		  the more general survey. 90 responses addressed a question which 		
		  asked people to say what they liked about the draft Neighbourhood 		
		  Plan. Matters raised included the following: : 		   
		  a)	 36 respondents were very positive about the draft Neighbourhood 	
			   Plan and the effort that had gone into developing it.  

		  b) 	Some were less-positive and a few suggested it would have been 		
			   better to provide a summary as the document was too long (4)  
		  c) 	The Town Centre was referred to when asked what people liked 		
			   about the plan, with people indicating support for more marketing 		
			   of 	the Town Centre/Market Square as a venue/attraction/destination 	
			   (5). They wanted the plan to address areas of weakness commercially 	
			   to improve the economic viability of the Town Centre (7). 

7.2.3	 Other comments about what people like about the Neighbourhood 		
		  Plan included suggestions about a ski lift and/or mountain bike track 		
		  (6), Green spaces and Environmental Policies (5), the importance of 		
		  visitor attractions (1), heritage and historical information (5), the focus 	
		  on affordable and social housing (4), sensible development (1) and 		
		  providing adequate infrastructure (2).  

7.2.4	 The survey also asked people to say if there was anything in the 		
		  Neighbourhood Plan that they disliked or disagreed with. There were  
		  78 responses to this question, raising the following matters:  

		  a)	 Concern about ‘Some fanciful ideas’, the funicular, the ski lift 		
			   suggestion (4)  

		  b) 	Concern about pedestrianising the High Street suggestion/ traffic 		
				    restrictions (4) 

		  c) 	A worry that affordable housing might devalue other houses (3) 

		  d) 	Concerns about the lack of infrastructure (2) 

		  e) 	Too little mention of Bingley Pool (3) 

		  f) 	Concern about the proposed (now consented) Greenhill 			 
			   development (3) 
		  g) 	Concern that the Neighbourhood Plan is too long and question  
			   over the need for it (10)  

7.2.5 	 Other suggestions from individuals included the following: 

		  a)	 More about supporting new businesses and employment 

		  b) 	More focus on climate change 

		  c) 	More emphasis on positively engaging with young people 

		  d) 	Not inclusive enough 

		  e) 	Advertising boards 

		  f)	 Lack of mention of Leeds/Bradford airport 

Market Square, Bingley
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		  g) 	Lack of mention of Prince of Wales Park 

		  h) 	Insufficient consideration of Micklethwaite 

		  i) 	 March Cote Lane proposals 

		  j) 	 No land allocation preferences 
		  k) 	Private retirement homes excluded from the totals 

		  l) 	 Need to list lost heritage buildings 

		  m)	Menswear won’t succeed 		   
		  n) 	No mention of identifying additional land for allotments 

		  o) 	Office/toilet project 

	 p) 	 We should encourage some of the quirkier Airbnb locations. Make 		
		  more of the canal and river. Build a bouldering wall in the town. 		
		  Encourage smaller creative industries, think about trends in remote 		
		  working, build dog walking routes, children’s cycle routes, road 		
		  cycling routes, host triathlon, start up a community podcast series, 		
		  improve access to interesting day route locations like Dick Hudsons 		
		  pub, support non-profits, support community learning, build a beach 		
		  and lake, have more street food options, have an arts/sculpture 		
		  creative studio, and stop talking about the toilets and have a toilet.  

7.2.6	 Bingley Town Council examined responses to the survey and 			 
		  outcomes from the events at a full council meeting on 29 October 2019 	
		  and at meetings of its planning committee on 18 November 2019 and 		
		  a formal response on 11 August 2020. The formal response by Bingley 	
		  Town Council to the matters raised by the consultation events and 		
		  survey is included in Appendix A.  

7.2.7 	 Actions arising included setting out the intention to create design codes 	
		  and a masterplan to address a range of matters raised in consultation, 	
		  including the regeneration of the town centre, opportunities to address 	
		  climate change through design and through more opportunities for 		
		  walking and cycling.  

7.3		 Design Codes and Masterplans Workshops  

7.3.1 	 Design Code and Masterplan workshops – AECOM’s work to prepare 		
		  Design Codes and Masterplans involved four workshops undertaken 		
		  with the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group. These took place 		
		  during 2019-2020.  
7.4		 Impact on consultation and engagement from COVID-19 Pandemic  

7.4.1 	 During 2020 and 2021, there was no or only limited potential to meet 		
		  with residents to discuss local issues owing to the COVID-19 Pandemic 	
		  restrictions on public gatherings and meetings outside the home. 
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8.	 History and Character  
		  of the Neighbourhood Area 

8.0.1 	 This section of the Neighbourhood Plan provides an introduction to  
		  the settlements covered by the plan by describing the history and 		
		  character of Bingley and the villages of Cottingley, Crossflatts, Eldwick, 	
		  Gilstead and Micklethwaite. Information for this chapter was obtained 	
		  from the respective Village Societies. It is understood that the text 		
		  relating to Eldwick was taken from Bingley. A Yorkshire town through 		
		  nine centuries (E.E. Dodd, 1985 edition). A fuller account is provided in 	
		  Appendix B. 
 
8.0.2 	 Bingley developed from an ancient Saxon township founded by a ford 	
		  on the River Aire at the site of Ireland Bridge. This crossing gave access 	
		  to the villages of Harden, Cullingworth and Wilsden on the south side 		
		  of the river. Bingley is listed as “Bingheleia” in the Domesday Book of 		
		  1086.  

8.0.3 	 Bingley became a market town with the grant of a Market Charter in 		
		  1212 by King John.  

8.0.4 	 According to the poll tax returns of 1379, Bingley was bigger than the 		
		  nearby towns of Bradford, Leeds and Halifax. 

8.0.5 	 In 1592, Bingley was shown on a map as a single street with prominent 	
		  buildings including its parish church, the Grammar School and the 		
		  Manorial Corn Mill, located at what is now Millgate. The Old White 		
		  Horse 	Inn dates from the 17th century. 

8.0.6 	 Bingley remained centred on all subsequent transportation routes 		
		  through this narrowest point in the lower Aire Valley, and this 			

Bingley Parish Church



 
														            

23

8.0.9 	 Only a handful of the mills remain with many converted to 			 
		  engineering whilst others have been converted to residential 			 
		  apartments but their architecture remains a reminder of the town’s 		
		  industrial heritage.  

8.0.10 	 By 1801, the population had grown to around 4,100, with half of those 		
		  being employed primarily on the land. It then rose dramatically to 		
		  around 17,000 by the 1890s, as Bingley changed to being primarily an 	
		  industrial town.  

8.0.11 	 Improvement Commissioners, established in 1847, allocated lands to 		
		  either side of Park Road for further industrial development and as a 		
		  result a 25-year housing boom began around 1865 to house the mill 		
		  workers and owners. The Commissioners initiated services such as 		
		  water, sewerage, gas, drainage and lighting and regulated the 			
		  development of new streets. Main Street was later redeveloped, 		
		  including the diversion and widening of the main road through the 		
		  former church graveyard.  

8.0.12 	 Many schools were built between 1885 and 1910, including a training 		
		  college for teachers. Additional housing was provided by the Co-		
		  operative Society, following its acquisition of much of the former 		
		  Myrtle Grove Estate, at Poplar House. Its development of 250 assorted 	
		  terraced houses commenced in 1898 and the area was allocated its 		
		  own school in 1904. By 1910, two large parks were created, along with 	
		  a fire station, library, hospital, courthouse, police station and public 		
		  baths. 
 
8.0.13 	 After the First World War over 550 council houses were built at 		
		  Cottingley and Crossflatts. Later the Ferncliffe lands were purchased 		
		  and developed with over 350 houses. Private developments at this 		
		  time 	included housing on former estate lands at Ashfield, Southlands 		
		  and Ghyll Wood in Cottingley, and Falcon Road and Fairfax Road on 		
		  the former manorial estate of Gawthorpe.  

		  influenced the growth and development of the town. Main Street 		
		  became part of the Keighley and Bradford Turnpike road of 1753, 		
		  following construction of the stone Cottingley Bridge, with assorted 		
		  inns on the route providing coaching services from Bradford and 		
		  Leeds to Kendal. 

8.0.7	 The Bingley section of the Leeds and Liverpool Canal was completed  
		  in 1774, linking the town with neighbouring Skipton and Shipley, 		
		  later with Bradford and Leeds, and eventually with Liverpool.   

8.0.8 	 Local cotton spinning mills relying on water power were located in 		
		  the valleys of Harden and Morton becks outside of the town, along 		
		  with a large mill constructed on the river at Castlefields, in 1791. 		
		  Accessibility to steam power from 1801 led to the building of small 		
		  cotton and woollen spinning mills on the riverside and alongside 		
		  the canal at Dubb. A railway line and goods yard were constructed 		
		  in 1846 bringing further trade, and sustaining Bingley as a hub for 		
		  communications.  

Signpost at the Five Rise Locks, Bingley



 
														            

24

8.0.14 	 Later, the hamlets of Priestthorpe and Crownest and the village of 		
		  Gilstead became conurbated with the main town of Bingley. The 		
		  village of Eldwick remained separated only by the Prince of Wales 		
		  Park 	and Gilstead Moor. The population of Bingley reached a peak of 		
		  22,000 at the 1951 census, then stagnated and declined. Nevertheless, 	
		  the spread of housing continued, with housing developments in 		
		  Eldwick and Gilstead being built on farmland through the 1960s and 		
		  onwards.  

8.0.15 	 Much of the older and poorer back-to-back housing in the centre of 		
		  the town was demolished in the 1950s and 1960s to make way for the 	
		  provision of flats on York Street, ‘sheltered’ blocks on Bradford Road 		
		  and social housing at Crosley Wood. 

8.0.16 	 In the early 1970s, the Bradford and Bingley Building Society 			 
		  headquarters became the town’s new landmark structure and a new 		
		  Theatre and Arts Centre was erected to the north of Myrtle Place with 	
		  Jubilee Gardens beyond providing an open space in the centre of town.  

8.0.17 	 Several suburban housing estates were built on the estate lands in the 	
		  Oakwood area during the 1980s, and the former residential blocks of 		

		  the teacher training college were converted to apartments with the 		
		  large grounds covered with further housing projects. Just after 2000, 		
		  the large Swan Avenue housing estate was built, effectively joining the 	
		  two villages of Eldwick and Gilstead together.  

8.0.18 	 Serious traffic congestion was eased with the Relief Road of 2004 		
		  which required remodelling of the top end of town for the connecting 	
		  Ferncliffe Road. The early textile mills at Dubb were demolished for the 	
		  new A650, though other worsted mills had already suffered such a fate.   

8.0.19	 The demise of the Bradford and Bingley Building Society in the 		
		  financial crisis of 2008 resulted in the loss of several hundred local 		
		  jobs and the former site has now reverted to retail usage.  

8.0.20 	 Within the Bingley parish, several villages such as Cottingley, 			 
		  Crossflatts and Micklethwaite lie just outside of the main conurbation 		
		  of Bingley, but with little physically separating them now from the 		
		  main area of Bingley. Nevertheless, they retain distinct identities based 	
		  on their own historical development. A more detailed description of 		
		  the historical development of villages within the parish is provided in 		
		  Appendix B. 

Micklethwaite Crossflatts Cottingley
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9.	 Social, Economic  
		  and Environmental 				  
		  Characteristics  

9.1		 Introduction  

9.1.1 	 This section of the Neighbourhood Plan establishes the most recent 		
		  social, economic and environmental information which sets the 		
		  context for the challenges and opportunities facing the parish. City of 	
		  Bradford have published information for the Bingley Sub-Area, but the 	
		  boundaries of the area are smaller than the Parish which forms our 		
		  Neighbourhood Area. This makes the data less useful for the 			 
		  Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
9.2		  Physical characteristics  

9.2.1 	 The parish is located to the northwest of urban area of Bradford, lying 	
		  within Airedale valley on the A650 Aire Valley Trunk Road, completed 	
		  in 2004, which connects Bradford with the towns of Shipley, Bingley 		
		  and Keighley. Bingley is served by two train stations (Bingley, and 		
		  Crossflatts which was opened in 1982) that provide access to 			
		  Bradford, Leeds, Carlisle and other major towns and cities in Yorkshire. 	
		  It has a reasonable network of footpaths, cycleways, and public 		
		  transport. Leeds Bradford airport is only 10 miles away.   

9.2.2  	 The Parish comprises the main town of Bingley together with the 		
		  villages of Cottingley, Crossflatts, Eldwick, Gilstead and Micklethwaite. 	
		  Beyond these main settlements, there are several hamlets, plus many 		
		  isolated dwellings. The town is nestled in the Airedale valley which 		
		  provides it with a noteworthy setting amongst the surrounding 		
		  Pennine moors. Some parts of the town, particularly Eldwick and 		

Damart factory, Bingley
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		  Micklethwaite, lie uphill from the town 		
		  centre, lending the town topographical and 	
		  settlement distinctiveness between its 		
		  different areas, but also challenges when it 	
		  comes to the promotion of walking and 		
		  cycling. 
 
9.2.3 	 Bingley has a vibrant and historic town 		
		  centre that provides the principal focus for 	
		  shopping, social and leisure activity in the 	
		  parish. A large part of its town centre is a 		
		  Conservation Area and it has several other notable historical features 		
		  including the Five-Rise Locks on the Leeds Liverpool Canal. With the 		
		  exception of Micklethwaite (which relies on Crossflatts), the other 		
		  villages within Bingley Town possess essential key local public and 		
		  commercial services which access on foot by people living there. 

9.3	 Social Characteristics  
9.3.1 	 Bingley is a popular, distinct and Civil Parish in the metropolitan district 	
		  of Bradford, West Yorkshire. It had a population of 23,602 at the time 		
		  of the 2011 Census. Office for National Statistics Mid-Year estimates for 	
		  2019 indicate that, within the Bingley Sub-Area (not the whole Parish), 	
		  59.6% of the population is of working age, with 17.4% aged 0-15 years 		
		  and 23.0% aged 65+ years. The working age and younger populations 	
		  are lower than the West Yorkshire and England averages. 
						     
9.3.2	 The Housing Needs Assessment included in Appendix E indicates 		
		  (paragraph 16 of the HNA) that the population of Bingley is forecast to 	
		  grow by 1,014 residents by 2030, with the majority of the increased 		
		  population likely to be aged over 75 years.  

9.3.3 	 In terms of ethnicity within the Bingley Sub-Area (statistics are drawn 	
		  from an OCSI Local Insight Report produced by Bradford Council, for 		

		  the sub-area), the 2011 Census records 91.7% of the population as 		
		  White British, which is above the West Yorkshire average of 78.4%. 		
		  ‘Other ethnic groups’ account for 1% of the population (slightly above 	
		  the West Yorkshire average) while all other census classified ethnic 		
		  groups (Asian, Black, Mixed, Multiple ethnicities) are present below the 	
		  average.  

9.3.4 	 In 2011, the Census recorded 27.1% of households with dependent 		
		  children. 2.2% of households in Bingley contained households with 		
		  dependent children and no adult in employment. 23.6% of all 			
		  households in Bingley contained one resident person with a long-term 	
		  health problem or disability. 3.6% of households in this subset in 		
		  Bingley also contained dependent children. The 2011 Census also 		
		  recorded 553 lone parent households with dependent children (5.5%) 	
		  of which 89.5% with female lone parents. 
 
9.3.5 	 The OCSI report produced for the Bingley Sub-Area reports (for May 		
		  2020) 12.2% (slightly higher than the West Yorkshire average) of 		
		  people living in the area as able to claim Attendance Allowance 		
		  (payable to people over the age of 65 who are so severely disabled, 		
		  physically or mentally, that they need a great deal of help with 		
		  personal care or supervision. 

Canalside Health Centre, BingleyShopping precinct, Bingley Beckfoot secondary school, Bingley
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Figure 2: Levels of Deprivation within Bingley, 2019 Indices

Source: UK Government Indices of Multiple Deprivation Explorer Map. 

9.4	 Economic characteristics  

9.4.1 	 Employment in the town has changed in recent years with the loss of 		
		  major employers such as Bradford & Bingley’s head office and a 		
		  growth in small businesses. Predating these changes, the 2011 Census 		
		  recorded 9.5% of economically active residents as self-employed, 		
		  which was above the Bradford District and England averages. 			
		  According to the 2011 Census, residents are more likely to hold a 		
		  degree level or above qualification – the Census recorded usual 		
		  residents aged 16 and over as follows – 17.3% with no qualifications, 		
		  12.6% with Level 1, 16.3% with Level 2, 4.6% in apprenticeships, 12.2 with 	
		  Level 4 qualifications and 3.6% with other qualifications.  

9.4.2 	 Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government data on 		
		  Indices of Multiple Deprivation for 2019, records the level of 			 
		  deprivation in England based on multiple indicators and ranks Local 		
		  Super Output Areas (LSOAs) on a basket of indicators including 		
		  employment, crime, environment, housing, health and other criteria. 		
		  The lowest 20% of wards on the ranking are seen to exhibit the greatest 	
		  level of deprivation. Within Bingley, the area to the east of Bingley Town 	
		  Centre (LSOA Bradford 015D) is ranked in the 30% most deprived 		
		  LSOAs in England. LSOA Bradford 018B straddles Bingley and Shipley 	
		  Parishes and is ranked in the 10% most deprived LSOAs in England the 	
		  number of people living in the most deprived 20% of area of England. 	
		  Figure 2 shows the location of the LSOAs referred to with the darkest 	
		  colours representing the most deprived LSOAs.  
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Source: 2011 Census

R, S, T, U Other

Q Human health and social work activities

P Education

O Public administration and defence, compulsory

N Administrative and support service activities

M Professional, scientific and technical activities

L Real estate activities

K Financial and insurance activities

J Information and communication

I Accommodation and food service activities

H Transport and storage

G Wholesale and retail trade, repair of motor vehicles

F Construction

E Water supply, sewerage, waste management and...

D Electricity, gas, steam and air conditioning supply

C Manufacturing

B Mining and quarrying

A Agriculture, forestry and fishing

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16

Percentage of employment by sector in Bingley, 2011   

Figure 3: Key Employment Sectors in Bingley

9.4.3	 Figure 3, below, shows the percentage composition of employment by 	
		  Standard Industrial Classification as recorded at the last Census in 2011.  
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Bingley Bingley Rural

Year Ending

9.4.4 	 The attractiveness and location of the town mean that average house 	
		  prices are higher than in neighbouring areas. Figure 4, below, charts 		
		  house price trends by ward for the local area according to Office for 		
		  National Statistics data released in March 2022, showing that the 		
		  median average house price within Bingley Ward for the year ending 		
		  September 2021, was £205,000 (a rise of £25,000 over the position  
		  in September 2020). For Bingley Rural Ward in the year ending 		

		  September 2021 the median average house price in was £182,500.  
		  This was £5,500 lower than the year ending September 2020.  

9.4.5 	 More recent market data from Zoopla may be based on mean  
		  average prices, and these show average prices over the 12 months  
		  to May 2022 as £231,795 (within a range of £400,969 for detached 		
		  properties to £115,338 for flats).  

9.4.6 	 Census information from 		
	 2011 recorded the 			 
	 proportion of owner-		
	 occupied housing in the 		
	 Bingley Sub-Area (within 		
	 the OCSI report) at the 		
	 71.3%. Shared ownership at 		
	 that time accounted for only 	
	 0.4% of households and the 	
	 remainder were living in 		
	 various forms of rented 		
	 accommodation.   

9.4.7	 The Census 2011 records the 	
	 housing stock of Bingley as 	
	 comprised of 10,481 		
	 household spaces of which 		
	 all but 421 (4%) contained a 	
	 usual resident i.e. 96% were 	
	 not empty or second homes. 	
	 Detached properties 		
	 accounted for 20.1% of 		
	 housing, whilst 31.1% were 		
	 semi-detached, 26.8% were 	
	 terraced houses and 18.7% 		
	 were in purpose-built flats. 		

Figure 4: Median House Prices (£) in Bingley and Bingley Rural Wards, 1995-2021
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		  2.1% were flats or bedsits in converted or shared houses. 0.9% were 		
		  flats in a commercial building and 0.3% were caravans or other 		
		  mobile/temporary structures. The proportion of detached houses and 	
		  purpose-built flats was higher than the average for West Yorkshire, 		
		  whilst the proportion of semi-detached and terraced houses was lower. 

9.5	 Environmental characteristics  
9.5.1 	 Within the wider parish, the South Pennine Moors are internationally 		
		  recognised for nature conservation/biodiversity value. In addition to 		
		  be designated as a Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), they are 		
		  also designated as Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) and Special 		
		  Protection Areas (SPA).  

9.5.2 	 Much of Bingley town is green and open in nature. This green 			
		  landscape is important to the character and setting of the town as well 
	  	 as the wildlife and wildflowers it supports. These extensive green 		
		  spaces support some important habitats and a wide variety of wildlife 	
		  and wildflowers, some of which are rare or declining. There are several 	
		  environmental assets that have been identified as of national 			 
		  significance. These include two Sites of Special Scientific Interest 		
		  (SSSI), namely the South Pennine Moors, and Bingley South Bog. The 	
		  Leeds-Liverpool Canal is a Local Wildlife Site designated by BMDC. 		
		  Abutting the eastern boundary of the Parish is Trench Meadows SSSI.  

9.5.3 	 Bingley has a rich history. One of the most obvious manifestations of 		
		  this is the number of fine buildings that can be found within it. There 		
		  are over a hundred ‘Listed’ Buildings that have been designated as of 		
		  national architectural or historic importance. Many of these Listed 		
		  Buildings lie in the four designated Conservation Areas (Bingley, 		
		  Micklethwaite, Eldwick Beck and the Leeds-Liverpool Canal) that can  
		  be found fully or partly in the parish. 

Retirement apartments, Bingley

The Five Rise Locks, Bingley

Canalside apartments, Bingley

North Bog, Bingley

The Buttercross, Bingley
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10.1	 Challenges and Opportunities 
10.1.1	 The Bradford Council Adopted Core Strategy 2017 set out strategic 		
		  policies that would be highly significant for the future development of 	
		  the parish. Broadly, 1,400 new homes were expected to be delivered in 	
		  Bingley for the whole of the Core Strategy period which runs from 		
		  2011-2030. At the point it was adopted, going forward to 2030, the 		
		  plan envisaged that somewhere around 700-800 new homes 			
		  remained to be provided. The new emerging local plan contains a 		
		  figure of 703 units for Bingley (and 140 for Cottingley) over the longer 	
		  period, 2020-2038. An opportunity arises to consider how new local 		
		  housing should be provided to meet identified local needs.  

10.1.2 	 Planning consent is already granted for 400 houses on the boundary of 	
		  Crossflatts with Micklethwaite village The local community think there is 	
		  little space for any infrastructure growth within Crossflatts village and 	
		  that, overall, this will have a detrimental effect on life in both villages.  

10.1.3 	 Successful places need successful economies and good quality 		
		  environments. Bingley town centre and the centres of other historic 		
		  settlements in the Parish have the potential to support growth in 		
		  prosperity for the local community. It remains a challenge to make 		
		  significant improvements to regenerate town centres so that they 		
		  become attractive places to invest, for shopping and leisure and to 		
		  provide a civic focus for local life. Key challenges arise from ongoing 		
		  economic restructuring, from retail and leisure trends and related to the 	
		  investment required to improve the public realm. The Neighbourhood 	
		  Plan provides an opportunity to talk about what our vision for the 		

10.	Our Vision and  
			  Development Objectives  

Airedale Mills and Micklethwaite Landings, Crossflatts
Photo: © David Dixon – www.geograph.org.uk



 
														            

32

		  future is, how a process can start and how planning policies can help 		
		  to deliver it.  

10.1.4 	 Currently, Bingley Town Centre and the Local Centres of Crossflatts and 	
		  Cottingley, together with the central areas of Eldwick and Gilstead 		
		  provide a hub and satellite network of important central and local 		
		  commercial, leisure and public services. The presence of local services 	
		  and important community facilities in each village which is part of 		
		  Bingley creates opportunities to sustain options for sustainable travel 		
		  and important social cohesion benefits for local residents. As the town 	
		  is facing potentially significant further development, it is important this 	
		  pattern of provision is retained and strengthened.  

10.1.5 	 The main settlements in the Parish, of Bingley, Cottingley, 			 
		  Micklethwaite, Crossflatts, Eldwick and Gilstead, abut or lie within the 		
		  buffer zones of the South Pennine Moors Special Protection Area/		
		  Special Area of Conservation (SPA/SAC). Management objectives are 	
		  required to address the impacts on the SPA/SAC from development 		
		  and from increasing numbers of recreational visitors to the Moors 		
		  based in the locality. Accommodating new development whilst 		
		  reducing impacts from it, by providing suitable alternative natural 		
		  greenspaces and integrating these so that they can be accessed on 		
		  foot, by bike and by public transport, are important challenges. It also 	
		  provides an important opportunity to improve our local environment 		
		  for walking, cycling, and for nature.  

10.1.6 	 Pressure for development within the built-up areas of the Parish could 	
		  lead to the erosion of valuable local green spaces. Providing protection 	
		  for these so that they can continue to support a network of green 		
		  infrastructure, providing important environmental benefits for people 		
		  and potentially connected habitats for wildlife, is also an important 		
		  challenge. Again, an opportunity arises to consider how protected 		
		  local 	green spaces can be managed so that they are enhanced. 
 

10.1.7 	 Bingley and its adjacent settlements form a distinctive urban 			 
		  settlement set amidst stunning Pennine scenery and a globally 		
		  important heritage context provided by Saltaire to the east (outside 		
		  the parish) and the wealth of heritage infrastructure along the Leeds-		
		  Liverpool Canal and within the town. The position of the town nestled 	
		  in this natural and heritage landscape is important to local people, for 	
		  the access it provides to natural scenery, for the views it provides over 	
		  their town and for the character it imbues their town with. Maintaining 	
		  and enhancing this character is an important challenge in the context 		
		  of on-going development, but again also an opportunity to establish 		
		  how 	things can be improved.  
 
10.2	 Draft Vision  
10.2.1	 From these challenges and opportunities, we have created a draft 		
		  Vision for Bingley Parish, set out below. 
	 
		  By 2038, Bingley will be a thriving parish. Bingley town and the 		
		  villages of Cottingley, Micklethwaite, Crossflatts, Eldwick and 		
		  Gilstead will be an attractive place to live and work and which  
		  meet the economic, social and environmental needs of its 
		  businesses and residents, and which provide a good home for 		
		  wildlife. Bingley parish will be a high quality local environment  
		  of which we can all be proud. 
		   

Views of the Greenhill site, between Bingley and Micklethwaite
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We have set out draft Objectives that would be followed to achieve  
		  the Vision. 

10.3	 Draft Objectives to achieve the Vision  
10.3.1	 Based on our draft Vision we have identified some objectives which,  
		  if achieved, could help us to deliver it.
 
		  Objective 1 – Encourage the development of a well-designed  
		  built environment for the area by promoting the implementation  
		  of design codes that reflect and enhance the character of  
		  different settlements within the Parish. 

		  Objective 2 – Support and deliver significant improvements to 		
		  Bingley Town Centre and ensure the role and function of local  
		  village centres is retained and strengthened. 

		  Objective 3 – Create an attractive environment for new businesses 		
		  and new investment in the area. 

		  Objective 4 – Bingley will become a walking and cycling town,  
		  by fostering the development of better open spaces and  
		  connections for walking, cycling and nature between settlements 		
		  within Bingley Parish and to the town centre.  
		  Objective 5 – Promote the development of housing which meets 		
		  identified local housing needs.	
		  Objective 6 – Maintain and enhance the distinct landscape and 		
		  heritage character of the area.

	
	
	
	
	

10.3.2	 The objectives form the basis for the following chapters of the 		
		  Neighbourhood Plan which set out specific neighbourhood plan 		
		  policies. Actions required to deliver the Vision and Objectives in full are 	
		  likely to go well beyond the scope of the Neighbourhood Plan which is 	
		  necessarily focused on the development of land through the planning 	
		  system. Where wider action is needed, then Bingley Town Council will 	
		  work with partners to take it where possible. This is discussed in the 		
		  following chapters. 

The view towards Bingley town centre from Gilstead Crag
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11.1		 Introduction  
11.1.1		 A key element of the Vision for the Neighbourhood Plan is that the 		
		  Parish and its communities will thrive and that the needs of its residents 	
		  are met. Objective 2 highlights the important role and function of the 		
		  town centre and village centres and wants to strengthen them.  

11.1.2	 The general aspiration is for Bingley and its surrounding villages to 		
		  thrive and develop into well connected places where people want to 		
		  work, live and play. The aspirations for each area have been developed 	
		  by identifying things that we would want/like to happen to improve 		
		  the town and villages, looking at the following core areas:  

		  a)	 Community/Culture/Leisure 
		  b)	Sport & Recreation 
		  c)	 Employment/Retail 
		  d)	Environment 
		  e)	 Health 
		  f)	 Transport 
		  g)	Traffic  

11.1.3 	 Identifying something as an aspiration, does not necessarily mean that 	
		  the Town Council have the ability or funds in place to deliver these 		
		  projects, in many cases projects will require input from Bradford 		
		  Council and external partners.  Listing these aspirations allows the 		
		  community recognise the scope of possible projects and highlights 		
		  areas where delivery partners and funds could be sought. 

11.	Community Priorities  
		  and Aspirations 

Bingley Farmers’ Market
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11.1.4  	 We have also considered what has been lost that has had a 			 
		  detrimental impact on the community, as in line with many other 		
		  areas, Bingley parish has lost many valued and useful community 		
		  facilities over the last few years:  
		  a)	 The Main Post Office and Delivery Office in Bingley has closed,  

		  b) 	The Crossflatts sub-post office has closed.   

		  c) 	All the major high street banks have closed their branches.   

		  d) 	Bingley Pool is currently closed and unlikely to reopen. 

		  e) 	Bingley Library is suffering from reduced opening hours. 

		  f) 	Bradford closed the public toilets in Bingley centre; provision of  
			   two public toilets now available at the Bingley Town Council Hub 		
			   building. The Town Council has contracted for a Changing Places 		
			   Toilet to be sited alongside the existing services.   

11.1.5 	 This loss of facilities has already reduced the community’s ability to 		
		  meet its day-to-day needs. People have to travel further to use 		
		  facilities and life is significantly more difficult for the digitally excluded, 	
		  including the increasing older population. This makes it essential to 		
		  retain the remaining facilities that provide vital services, enable 		
		  community interaction and cohesion and provide for recreation 		
		  activities.  

11.1.6 	 In addition, lots of other services are under pressure some of it 		
		  significant.  

		  a)	 As at May 2022, Bradford Council are increasing provision at 		
			   Bingley Grammar School for a further 150 pupils and 24 SEND 		
			   pupils, which will increase traffic congestion in the area. 

		  b)	Although there is healthcare provision within the parish many 		
			   residents report significant difficulties in getting timely 			 
			   appointments to see Doctors, and most people visit private dentist 	
			   practices as there is a single oversubscribed NHS dentist. Provision 	
			   is likely to be further pressured by the building of extracare housing 	
			   in the parish, as residents are likely to have increased need of 		
			   healthcare services.  
 
11.1.7  	 Consequently, as part of the aspirations this Plan seeks to protect and 	
		  enhance community facilities, green spaces and sports and leisure 		
		  facilities. The aspirations for each town and village are listed in Table 3; 	
		  these lists are intended to be living documents that will be updated 		
		  through the life of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Bingley Town Council Hub and Changing Places toilet facility
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Theme Aspiration Actions required – Bingley Town Council (BTC)

Micklethwaite

Community / Culture /  
Leisure  

Provision of a village hall to enable events to be held undercover and  
provide a permanent focal point for village activities. 

BTC to consider grant funding and land availability to provide a village  
hall. Consider potential for contributions or direct provision from new  
developments. 

Sport & Recreation  Maintenance of the footpaths and ginnels that connect Micklethwaite to oth-
er villages (East Morton, Crossflatts/Tesco, Greenhill, moors, towpath). 
Encourage visitors to walk from Bingley/Crossflatts, as village parking is 
restricted. 

BTC to work with stakeholders to audit walking routes and to identify  
priorities for maintenance and enhancement. Consider funding available 
from new developments, from council highways programmes and other 
sources, as required. 

Employment / Retail  Limited currently, narrowness of roads and lack of parking means unlikely  
to develop.

BTC to consider whether a community shop would be viable as part of ex-
amining the potential for a new village hall. 

Environment  Maintain position as a pretty rural village surrounded by fields and 
drystone walls, physically separated from other areas/villages. 
Retention of the private allotments on Micklethwaite Lane.
Retention of the two village greens.

BTC to ensure the Village Greens are protected appropriately either  
through Village Green status, Local Green Space (BING19) or through  
Green Infrastructure (BING18). 
BTC to maintain an overview of local allotment use and list facility in BING1. 

Health The village has sourced a defibrillator as it falls outside the 8-minute 
ambulance response target, so anything that will assist response times will 
be beneficial. 
Ensure that Crossflatts retains its pharmacy and a doctors surgery.

Housing Encourage residents to restore lost features of older houses.   
Minimise any loss of greenbelt.

Local business groups to identify local skills and materials availability as a 
resource for identifying how to carry out sensitive restoration.

Transport Village currently has no public transport provision and is up a steep hill, 
so for sustainability in future there needs to be a bus service or equivalent 
(eg. Access Bus). 
Retain transport services from Crossflatts – trains to Leeds / Bradford / 
Skipton and bus routes.

BTC to discuss with bus companies options for a connecting bus service 
for Micklethwaite and other settlements within Bingley, connecting to the 
town centre and railway station. 
Consider the potential of new development to support bus services for a 
period of time.

Table 3: Aspirations for towns and villages within Bingley Parish

continued on page 37
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Theme Aspiration Actions required – Bingley Town Council (BTC)

Traffic  Enforcement of 7.5 tonne limit on road through village or reduction to a  
3.5 tonne limit. 
Make road through the village ‘Access Only’ and/or a 20mph speed limit. 
Relocate village boundary sign, move northwards away from canal. 
Improve dangerous junction (steep and restricted sightlines) with Otley Road.  
Mitigate negative impacts of Greenhill / Sty Lane development. 

BTC to develop package of measures considered necessary to improve 
current traffic management situation and promote a suitably designed 
Traffic Regulation Order with BDMC. 
Examine requirement for junction improvement at Otley Road. Consider 
appropriate means of delivery. 
 

Crossflatts

Community / Culture / 
Leisure  

Retain Church / hall (St Aiden’s) and Over 50s Club. 
Retain the single pub (The Royal). 
Retain the single social club (Ryshworth Club).

The public house and the social club are Sui Generis (unique) use class, 
whilst the community hall is an F2 Local Community Use. As such, there 
are no permitted development rights for change of use from these to  
other uses. 
Protect through policy BING1. 

Sport & Recreation  Improve the recreation ground. 
Retain Cricket Club and Football Club and facilities. 
Keep current school sports facilities. 

The cricket and football club are F2-Class Local Community Facilities.  
There is a degree of protection for these uses in national and adopted local 
policies. These are not absolute. 
Evidence of the use of the football and cricket facilities, and the importance 
of this provision in the context of alternatives, would strengthen support 
for retention should any proposals be formed to redevelop these sites. 
Schools are required to provide a level of sports playing field provision to 
agreed standards and this should ensure appropriate facilities continue to  
be provided. 
Work with the school to improve the biodiversity of areas of the school  
site might create environmental benefits and strengthen the case for  
retention of underused land in open uses should, in future, parts of the 
school fields be deemed surplus to requirements. 

Employment / Retail  Keep and develop current retail provision. 
Support reinstatement of a Post Office. 
Support development of Castlefields estate as light industrial, and  
increase employment opportunities. 

Support retention of retail through Policy BING1 
Support Castlefield through Policy BING4 
 

Table 3: Aspirations for towns and villages within Bingley Parish (contd)

continued on page 38
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Theme Aspiration Actions required – Bingley Town Council (BTC)

Environment  Ensure Crossflatts retains its identity and does not merge into Bingley by 
retaining a green space break between them. 

Policy BING2 implements design code and masterplan approaches to 
enhance the character of Crossflatts. 
Policy BING8 designates Sites alongside the Leeds-Liverpool Canal as  
Local Green Space which retain a green space break. 
The planning status of the larger gap to the north of the Leeds-Liverpool 
Canal has been determined.

Health  Ensure retention of the pharmacy and the doctors surgery. The health facilities and pharmacy are defined as a Class E commercial  
use. The Government’s 2021 changes to permitted development rights,  
allow a change of use to residential uses subject to prior approval by  
BMDC. 
BTC will maintain an overview of current health and pharmacy provision  
in the parish through dialogue with the relevant authorities.

Housing Ensure any infill developments are appropriate. Apply the policies of the Neighbourhood Plan. 

Transport  Retain transport services from Crossflatts - trains to Leeds / Bradford /  
Skipton and main bus routes and provision. 
Improve cycle route along Keighley Road.   
Provision of additional cycle routes away from the major roads. 

Implement walking and cycling priorities through policies BING7. 
BTC to maintain an overview of current and future planned railway  
services within the parish through dialogue with relevant organisations. 
Review options for bus services with bus companies and consider  
potential for new development to support bus service provision. 

Traffic  Bingley Grammar School traffic is a major source of congestion – needs a 
formal drop-off zone (possibly on the land opposite the entrance?).   
Support enforcement of parking/stopping at school. 
Encourage walking to school. 
Introduce a left turn only scheme for HGVs leaving Castlefields estate. 

BTC to engage with Bingley Grammar School and BMDC to explore  
options and actions for traffic management solutions to congestion at  
the school. 
Consider quality of walking and cycling routes to the school under policy 
BING7.  
Collect data on traffic at the Castlefields Lane junction and plot HGV paths 
to support understanding traffic issues there. 

Table 3: Aspirations for towns and villages within Bingley Parish (contd)

continued on page 39
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Theme Aspiration Actions required – Bingley Town Council (BTC)

GIlstead

Community / Culture / 
Leisure  

Retain St Wilfred’s church and church hall. 
Retain the single pub (The Glen). 
Retain and provide parking for the allotments. 

Identify the church and pub in policy BING1. 
BTC to investigate potential for parking provision to serve Gilstead  
allotments. 

Sport & Recreation  Retain and improve the recreation ground and football field. 
Provide a proper walking route to Bingley from top of Primrose Lane. 
Keep current school sports facilities. 

Implement walking route through BING7. 
Schools are required to provide a level of sports playing field provision to 
agreed standards and this should ensure appropriate facilities continue to 
be provided. 
Work with the school to improve the biodiversity of areas of the school 
site might create environmental benefits and strengthen the case for 
retention of underused land in open uses should, in future, parts of the 
school fields be deemed surplus to requirements. 

Employment / Retail  Keep and develop current retail provision. 
Retain Post Office. 

Identify Post Office in Policy BING1.

Environment Needs to be a clear boundary when entering Gilstead from all directions /
Gateway. 
Preserve Gilstead Moor

Implement boundary features through Policy BING2 Design Code. 
 

Health Retain doctors, pharmacy and nursery (shared with Eldwick). Identify in BING1. 
BTC to maintain an overview with relevant providers and organisations. 

Housing Minimise any loss of greenbelt. BTC to make representations on the Local Plan outside the scope of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

Transport Electric charging points needed.  
Bus service is limited, better provision required. 
Access bus.

BTC to identify preferred locations for EV charging points. 
BTC to discuss with bus companies options for a connecting bus service  
for Gilstead and other settlements within Bingley, connecting to the town 
centre and railway station.

Traffic N/A N/A

Table 3: Aspirations for towns and villages within Bingley Parish (contd)

continued on page 40
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Theme Aspiration Actions required – Bingley Town Council (BTC)

Eldwick

Community / Culture / 
Leisure  

Retain Memorial Hall and Church Hall. 
Retain the three pubs – Dick Hudson’s, The Acorn and The Birches. 

Identify in BING1.

Sport & Recreation  Retain and improve access / signposting to the Eldwick recreation ground 
and Storey Stones Field off Lyndale Road. 
Retain Tennis Courts and Football Pitch. 
Develop Eldwick quarry as a mountain bike venue. 
Improve walking routes, ensure alleys and ginnels are clear.   
Better signposting / safer routes up on to the moors (off the roads). 
Keep current school sports facilities. 

BTC to work with stakeholders to identify signage requirements and  
engage relevant organisations to discuss provision. 
List sports and other facilities in BING1.
BTC to work with stakeholders to audit walking routes and to identify 
priorities for maintenance and enhancement. Consider funding available 
from new developments, from council highways programmes and other 
sources, as required.  
BTC to stimulate discussion with stakeholders about future projects for the 
quarry. 

Employment / Retail  Keep and develop current retail provision. 
Retain Post Office. 

List Post Office / shop in BING1. 

Environment Gateway at the roundabout and from Dick Hudson’s so obvious you are 
entering Eldwick. 
Preservation of woodland by Eldwick Beck / nesting noxes up. 

Implement boundary features through Policy BING2 Design Code.  

Health Retain doctors, pharmacy and nursery (shared with Gilstead). Identify in BING1. 
BTC to maintain an overview with relevant providers and organisations. 

Housing Minimise any loss of greenbelt. BTC to make representations on the Local Plan outside the scope of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

Transport Electric charging points needed at leisure and sport parking. 
Bus service is limited, better provision required.  
Access bus. 

BTC to identify preferred locations for EV charging points. 
BTC to discuss with bus company options for a connecting bus service  
for Eldwick and other settlements within Bingley, connecting to the town 
centre and railway station. 

Traffic Introduction of a 20mph speed limit. BTC to work with stakeholders to identify where 20mph zones would be 
considered. If proceeding, promote a suitably designed Traffic Regulation 
Order with BDMC. 

Table 3: Aspirations for towns and villages within Bingley Parish (contd)

continued on page 41
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Theme Aspiration Actions required – Bingley Town Council (BTC)

Cottingley

Community / Culture / 
Leisure  

Retain town hall, village hall and church. 
Retain Cornerstones Community Centre.  

List in BING1. 

Sport & Recreation  Retain park. 
Retain gym. 
Keep current school sports facilities. 

List the park and gym facility in BING1.  
Schools are required to provide a level of sports playing field provision to 
agreed standards and this should ensure appropriate facilities continue to  
be provided. 
Work with the school to improve the biodiversity of areas of the school  
site might create environmental benefits and strengthen the case for  
retention of underused land in open uses should, in future, parts of the 
school fields be deemed surplus to requirements. 

Employment / Retail  Keep and develop current retail provision. 
Support reinstatement of a Post Office. 

Support retention of retail through Policy BING1. 
 
 

Environment Ensure Cottingley retains its identity and does not merge into Bingley by 
retaining a green space break between them. 

Implement BING2 Design Codes.  

Health Retain doctors surgery. 
Retain Yorkshire Clinic (small private healthcare/hospital provision). 

List in BING1. 
Health facilities are defined as a Class E commercial use. The Government’s 
2021 changes to permitted development rights, allow a change of use to 
residential uses subject to prior approval by BMDC. 
BTC will maintain an overview of current health provision in the parish 
through dialogue with the relevant authorities.

Housing Minimise any loss of greenbelt. BTC will make representations on the Local Plan outside the scope of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

Transport Electric charging points needed at retail / leisure venues. BTC to ascertain intentions of commercial and public property owners  
about their plans for installation of EV Charging points. 
Support BMDC policies to require EV Charging Points. 
Where appropriate, seek EV charging point provision when commenting  
on new applications. 

Table 3: Aspirations for towns and villages within Bingley Parish (contd)

continued on page 42
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Theme Aspiration Actions required – Bingley Town Council (BTC)

Traffic Rush hour congestion on B6146 to be tackled. BTC to work with BMDC to consider the nature of the congestion and to 
identify matters for further examination. BTC to maintain an overview with 
relevant providers and organisations. 

Bingley

Community / Culture / 
Leisure  

Arts Centre and Little Theatre to be retained. 
Church House hall and community space to be retained. 
Better signposting and promotion of the River Aire and the Leeds & 
Liverpool Canal as leisure destinations. 
Improve river and riverside walk. 
Proper footpath / new pedestrian bridge over River Aire to St Ives. 
Retention of public toilets. 
Retention of public library. 
Bingley Parish Church. 

Implement signage through BING2 Design Code. 
List facilities in BING1. 
BTC to work with stakeholders to audit walking routes and to identify 
priorities for maintenance and enhancement. Consider funding available 
from new developments, from council highways programmes and other 
sources, as required. 
BTC to work with stakeholders to consider potential grant funding and 
land opportunity for provision of a pedestrian bridge over the River Aire 
to St Ives. 

Sport & Recreation  Retain swimming provision in Bingley (replacement Pool). 
Retain Myrtle Park as main green space. 
Expand / enhance skateboard park. 
Keep current sports facilities (Shipley Golf Club, Tennis Courts, Wagon  
Lane Cricket, Rugby, Hockey & Canoe Clubs). 
Keep current school sports facilities. 
Retain Scout Hut on Sycamore Avenue. 
Support Walkers are Welcome and general walking routes / infrastructure 
around the town and parish. 
Retain facilities for Bingley Sea Scouts on Old Main Street. 

Seek to implement Swimming aspiration through BING1. 
List relevant facilities in BING1. 
Support walkers through actions to implement BING7. 
Retain park and Golf Club through BING9. 
BTC to develop proposals for skatepark as required. 

Employment / Retail  Improve Town Centre retail offer, attract more small independent local  
businesses. 
Retain employment opportunities in the town. 
Try and attract a banking hub to the town. 

Implement through BING3 and BTC wider strategy for investment. 

Table 3: Aspirations for towns and villages within Bingley Parish (contd)

continued on page 43
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Theme Aspiration Actions required – Bingley Town Council (BTC)

Environment Adopt the Market Place / Square from Bradford Council, develop as a  
focus for the town. 
Buttercross to have increased prominence. 
Seating improvements for main street and jubilee gardens. 
Pedestrianise Main Street or implement traffic calming and give  
pedestrians priority over traffic. 

Implement BING3 in combination with BTC strategy for town centre  
improvement. 
BTC to work with stakeholders to explore options for grant funding for  
town centre improvements and traffic management. 

Health Ensure retention of pharmacies and medical centre / doctors’ surgeries. 
Improve provision / access to doctors (most difficult to get appointments). 
Improve provision / access to NHS dentist (currently only one).

List in BING1. 
Health facilities are defined as a Class E commercial use. The Government’s 
2021 changes to permitted development rights, allow a change of use to 
residential uses subject to prior approval by BMDC. 
BTC will maintain an overview of current health provision in the parish 
through dialogue with the relevant authorities.

Housing Minimise any loss of greenbelt. BTC will make representations on the Local Plan outside the scope of the 
Neighbourhood Plan.

Transport Retain transport services from Bingley - trains to Leeds / Bradford /  
Skipton and main bus routes and provision. 
Improve cycle routes through town. 
Provision of additional cycle routes away from the major roads. 
Electric charging points needed at car parks / retail / leisure venues. 

Examine the potential and priorities for cycle routes through BING7. 
BTC to maintain an overview of rail and bus services through dialogue 
with local bus and rail service companies. 
BTC to ascertain intentions of commercial and public property owners 
about their plans for installation of EV charging points. 
Support BMDC policies to require EV charging Points. 
Where appropriate, seek EV charging point provision when commenting 
on new applications. 

Traffic Improve signage to bypass to keep traffic out of town. 
Speed bump paint maintenance, to reduce damage to cars. 
Divert traffic away from Main Street, perhaps via Wellington Street.

BTC to work with BMDC and other stakeholders to consider options for 
traffic management measures as part of town centre strategy.

Table 3: Aspirations for towns and villages within Bingley Parish (contd)
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11.2	 Protecting Community Facilities   
11.2.1	 As the aspirations for each community 		
		  demonstrate, currently each village within 	
		  the Parish has a range of essential local 		
		  services which meet essential day to day 		
		  needs as well as making a more strategic 		
		  contribution to the wider community in the 	
		  parish. These include a village hall or 		
		  community space, doctors’ surgeries or 		
		  health centre; a pharmacy; a post office; a 	
		  local pub; local shops selling food, takeaways and other essential 
		  services; sports and recreation facilities, and a local school with play 		
		  facilities. Bingley Town Centre has a range of facilities which are 		
		  important to the Parish as a whole, including the Arts Centre, the Little 	
		  Theatre, the Swimming Pool and the medical centre. The presence of 		
		  these services in each village and in the town centre, encourages local 	
		  access on foot and provides community cohesion. Policy BING1 		
		  identifies these facilities in each village seeks to protect core provision 	
		  of services that make the villages sustainable.  

11.2.2 	 The community aspirations referred to in Table 3 reflect the 			 
		  importance of protecting vital community assets and facilities so that 		
		  they can continue to support the local community as the towns and 		
		  villages develop and evolve. Once lost, community facilities are hard to 	
		  replace or re-provide. Policy BING1 seeks to provide protection for 		
		  community facilities in local community use subject to their 			 
		  replacement or to the presentation of clear evidence that provision is 		
		  not required.  

11.2.3 	 There is a need to safeguard and improve bus services to facilitate 		
		  access to local centres, to Bingley Town Centre and to railway stations. 	
		  There are aspirations to connect villages through improvements to 		
		  walking and cycling routes. Policy BING7 address how walking and 		

		  cycle 	route priorities will be developed and implemented. The wider 		
		  role of Bingley Town Council will be employed to engage in dialogue 		
		  with bus and rail companies over options for maintaining and 			
		  improving services.  
 
11.2.4 	 A range of traffic management issues have been identified that  
		  might require physical changes to highways and changes in traffic 		
		  management rules. These will be considered further by Bingley Town 		
		  Council working with BMDC and other local stakeholders.  

11.2.5 	 Each community wants to retain its character and identity and to 		
		  maintain green gaps where these exist either as open land or as 		
		  important sports, recreation and open leisure uses. Policy BING9 sets 		
		  out strategy for maintaining and enhancing green infrastructure in 		
		  Bingley parish and Policy BING8 designates Local Green Space. 
 
11.2.6 	 Other aspirations seek positive change, through renewal and 			 
		  enhancement of Bingley Town Centre, greater provision of Electric 		
		  Vehicle Charging Points, provision of parking to serve allotments, and 	
		  through specific project ideas such as the Eldwick quarry mountain 		
		  bike park, or a pedestrian bridge over the River Aire. Further 			 
		  consideration and development of these ideas and projects will be led 	
		  by Bingley Town Council in accordance with its strategy and work 		
		  programme. 

Bingley Little Theatre Health Centre, Eldwick Children’s playground, Gilstead
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11.3	 Bingley Swimming Pool  	
11.3.1	 The current swimming facility, Bingley Pool, was built in 1927 and is 		
		  located within the town centre. For many residents, the continued 		
		  provision of a local publicly available swimming facility is a key 		
		  requirement and community need. Securing the future of high-		
		  quality public swimming facilities has been a prominent issue raised in 	
		  numerous consultations with residents undertaken by Bingley Town 		
		  Council. In 2015, a petition was raised to save the pool from closure, 
		  and this received over 4,000 signatures. 
 
11.3.2	 The Friends of Bingley Pool (Registered Charity)  
		  was formed in 2015 to look for ways to keep the 
		  pool open. Bingley Pool was the subject of a  
		  Community Asset Transfer process which was 
		  begun in 2017, with the intention of transferring 
		  control of the pool to the Friends of Bingley Pool. 
		  However, before the process could be completed,  
		  the pool was shut in response to COVID-19 restrictions, and since then 	
		  major repairs to the building have been identified as required by 		
		  BMDC. These have not been undertaken and the Community Asset 		
		  Transfer has not been completed. The pool remains closed.   

11.3.3 	 There is a strong desire in the town to safeguard the future of 			
		  swimming pool provision in Bingley. In 2022, over 400 letters were 		
		  sent to Sport England requesting swim space in Bingley. A key 		
		  principle is that new investment, whether through levelling up funds 
		  (if and when they become available) or through redevelopment, 		
		  maintains publicly available swimming pool provision in Bingley.  

11.3.4 	 The aim of the Friends of Bingley Pool is to ensure that swimming, 		
		  health and wellbeing provision exists in Bingley and is accessible to all, 	
		  with the vision to expand into a community facility, for the use of all 		
		  Bingley residents – present and future generations. Bingley Town 		
		  Council is fully supportive of this aim. 

		  Policy References 
 
		  • BING1 – Community Facilities
 
			   Proposals which would lead to the loss of community facilities in use class 		
			   F2, Sui Generis or E class facilities which are essential local services will 
			   not be supported, unless:  
			   a)		Equivalent alternative provision exists within the relevant village,  
						    or is proposed; or, 

			   b)		It can be clearly demonstrated that the facility is no longer needed. 
						    To demonstrate lack of need, developers should submit evidence that  
						    all reasonable efforts have been made to market the site/facility for  
						    its current use without success over the preceding six months. 	  
			   This policy applies to the facilities listed on the next pages (46-47).

		  NPPF Para 93 and 99, Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policies SC1, SC4, EN1, 	
		  Appendix 3 T1 & T2, Appendix 9. 

Bingley swimming pool
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Community Facilities in F2 Use Important Facilities in Sui Generis Class Use  
that support sustainable neighbourhoods

Important Facilities in E Class Use 
that support sustainable neighbourhoods

Micklethwaite Micklethwaite Micklethwaite

1. Micklethwaite Lane Allotments, Micklethwaite Lane, BD16 3HS 

Crossflatts Crossflatts Crossflatts

2. 	 St Aidan’s Church/Hall, Canal Road, BD16 2AR
3. 	 Ryshworth Club, Keighley Road, BD16 2HB
4. 	Cricket Ground and Pavilion, (entrance) Keighley Road, BD16 2ER
5. 	 Football Ground and Changing Rooms, (entrance) Keighley Road, BD16 2EL
6.	 School Sports Facilities, Crossflatts Primary School, Morton Lane, BD16 2EP

i.	 The Royal pub a) Pharmacy
b) Doctors Surgery
c) Local Shops

GIlstead GIlstead GIlstead

7. 	 St Wilfrid’s Church Community Hall, Gilstead Lane, BD16 3NR
8. 	 Allotments, (entrance) Warren Lane, BD16 3JY
9.	 Recreation Ground, (entrance) Gilstead Lane, BD16 3NL
10.	Football Field, (entrance) Gilstead Lane, BD16 3NL
11.	 School Sports Facilities, Eldwick Primary School, Warren Lane, BD16 3LE

ii.	The Glen pub d) Local Shops
e) Doctors Surgery
f) Pharmacy
g) Nursery (shared with Eldwick)

Eldwick Eldwick Eldwick

12. 	Memorial Hall, Otley Road, BD16 3EQ
13. 	Church Community Hall, Otley Road, BD16 3EQ
14.	Football Pitch and Tennis Courts, 98 Otley Road, BD16 3HD 
15.	Eldwick Recreation Ground, Otley Road, BD16 3HD
16.	Story Stones Field, off Lyndale Road, BD16 3GA

iii.	Dick Hudson’s pub
iv. The Acorn pub
v.	The Birches pub

h) Post Office
i) Doctors Surgery
j) Oaks Dentist
k) Pharmacy
l) Local Shops

Cottingley Cottingley Cottingley

17. 	Town Hall, Main Street, BD16 1ST
18. 	Church, Littlelands, Canon Pinnington Mews, BD16 1AL
19.	Cornerstones Community Centre, Littlelands, BD16 1AL
20.	Park, (entrance) Moorfield Road, BD16 1PS
21.	 School Sports Facilities, Cottingley Village Primary School, Cottingley Moor 	
	 Road, BD16 1SY

m) Gym
n) Local Shops
o) Doctors Surgery
p) Yorkshire Clinic

continued on page 47
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Community Facilities in F2 Use Important Facilities in Sui Generis Class Use  
that support sustainable neighbourhoods

Important Facilities in E Class Use 
that support sustainable neighbourhoods

Bingley Bingley Bingley

22.	Arts Centre, Main Street, BD16 2LZ
23.	The Little Theatre, Main Street, BD16 2LZ
24.	Public Toilets, Myrtle Place, BD16 2LF
25.	Public Library, Five Rise Shopping Centre, BD16 1AW
26.	Bingley Swimming Pool, Myrtle Place, BD16 2LF 
27.	Myrtle Park, (entrance) Myrtle Grove, BD16 2LQ
28.	Shipley Golf Club, Beckfoot Lane, BD16 1LX
29.	Bradford & Bingley Sports Club, Wagon Lane, BD16 1LT
30.	Scout Hut, Sycamore Avenue, BD16 1HD
31.	Bingley Sea Scouts, Old Main Street, BD16 2RH
32.	All Saints, Bingley Parish Church, BD16 2RH
33.	Church House, 52 Old Main Street, BD16 2RH

q) 	Post Offices 
r) 	Pharmacies
s) 	Medical Centre
t) 	Doctors Surgeries
u)	NHS Dentist

BING1 – Community Facilities (contd)
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12.	Encouraging a Well-designed  
		  Built Environment 

12.1	 	 Introduction  

12.1.1	 The Vision at the heart of the Neighbourhood Plan includes delivering 	
		  a high-quality local environment that residents can be proud of. 		
		  Objective 1 sets out a clear goal to secure a well-designed built 		
		  environment using design codes that respect and enhance local 		
		  character. Other objectives demonstrate the importance of good design 	
		  in creating attractive places for investment and economic growth. 
 
12.1.2 	 To improve the quality of the built and natural environment within 		
		  Bingley and its villages is therefore an important pre-requisite for 		
		  achieving the objectives to deliver the Vision for Bingley. 			 
		  Understanding how the town currently works, as a network of centres 	
		  of activity, of spaces and of connections, what’s good and what’s poor, 	
		  is an important requirement to establish how we need to act to 		
		  improve our local environment.  

12.1.3 	 In developing the Neighbourhood Plan, good technical support has 		
		  been available free of charge, from the Government, through Locality, 	
		  who have grant supported the development of the Neighbourhood 		
		  Plan and appointed and paid for consultants in a number of areas. 		
		  Through this, the Neighbourhood Plan is underpinned by a series of 		
		  Design Codes and Masterplans for different types of development in 		
		  the area and different centres within Bingley. 
 
12.1.4 	 The work to support these was led by AECOM consultants who 		
		  engaged with the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group in workshops to 	
		  develop and consult on ideas. Each is explained in more detail below. 

Britannia Wharf Apartments, Bingley 
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12.2 	 Design Codes Document  
12.2.1 	 AECOM were appointed to produce a Design Codes document and a 	
		  separate Masterplan to support the Neighbourhood Plan. The specific 	
		  purpose of the Design Codes document is to provide helpful guidance 	
		  to all involved with the design and development process. This 			
		  addresses the specific development context of the town centre.  
		  Design Codes have been developed for Bingley town centre as its 
		  own 	functional area with set boundaries and differing design needs, 		
		  including public realm improvement, conservation and regeneration 		
		  needs.  

12.2.2	 A Shopfront Design Code has been developed to apply to existing 		
		  and new shopfronts across the whole of Bingley town. This establishes 	
		  clear 	design principles and rationale against which future proposals will 	
		  be assessed.  

12.2.3	 In recognition of the importance of local village centres, more general 	
		  Overarching Design Codes relating to public spaces have been 		
		  developed for the core areas of smaller villages.  

12.2.4 	 The Design Codes are used to improve the appearance of the town 		
		  centre and core areas of smaller villages, celebrating Bingley’s 		
		  shopfronts and public realm. This could ensure new development and 	
		  improvements support and enhance the town’s character.  

12.2.5 	 The Design Codes are set provided in Appendix C. They provide a full 	
		  analysis and support for the recommended approaches to the design 	
		  of development and the public realm in Bingley. Policy BING2 sets 		
		  policy to guide new development and public realm works with 		
		  reference to key guidance set out in Table 4.  

5 Rise shopping centre, Bingley

Village marker stone, Eldwick

Design Code document

Arts Centre, Bingley
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Table 4: Summary of Design Codes – Key Guidance

Overarching Design Codes Key Guidance

PR01 – Improvements to streets  
and footpaths   

Pedestrian and cycle friendly – widen pavements, shared spaces, provide cycle infrastructure, remove barriers, good maintenance of surfaces, 
high quality materials, active frontages, create places to be equally with the traditional focus on movement.  
Improve street scene – create small pockets of green, street trees, remove street clutter improve surrounding open spaces, respect existing 
buildings and local distinctiveness, good repairs and maintenance of buildings. 

PR02 – Accessibility Remove barriers that create separation and unnecessary effort. 

Ensure that buildings and other places are accessible to people with different mobilities. 
Materials used for public realm improvements should not create physical or virtual barriers. 

PR03 – Traffic Calming  Extend kerbs to widen pavements and narrow streets to slow down traffic and provide safe conditions for pedestrians. 

Install speed bumps and cushions to slow motor-vehicle traffic to improve safety. 

Speed tables and raised pedestrian crossings to slow vehicles more gradually and provide safer conditions. 

PR04 – Cycle Provision   Provide and integrate cycle storage facilities with others uses on Main Street. 

Ensure cycle storage is located conveniently for the main cycle routes in safe areas and should be easy to access. 

The design of cycle stands should be robust and simple. 

Larger cycle hubs should be accessible and integrate well with local and national cycling routes. 

PR05 – Gateways and Wayfinding Provide signs and wayfinders at key gateways within Bingley Town Centre to improve legibility and accessibility for all visitors. 

PR06 – Surface Materials  Select high quality surface materials for pavements and carriageways. (Paving options: Yorkstone paving; Granite paving; Pannat Sandstone 
paving. Carriageway options: Yorkstone sett; Granite sett; Concrete sett; Asphalt). 

Modern interpretation must complement the existing character of the town scape. 

PR07 – Street Furniture Primary function in the public realm by unifying the street scene, creating a sense of place and identity. 

Street furniture across Bingley town centre should be complementary based on a unified design pallete for each character area, used to 
strengthen the legibility of key routes and spaces. Street furniture can be of a contemporary design. 

All street furniture design should be attractive, simple and robust and easy to maintain. It should be provided for different user groups.  

Benches minimum 450mm from the edge of the highway and should be able to seat at least three people. 

Bins should be covered. 

Bollards should be well integrated to avoid street clutter and be dual use with cycle stands where appropriate. Bollards should be avoided 
where spaces are narrow and would hinder pedestrian flow. 

Planters should be well integrated and spaced carefully to avoid street clutter. 

continued on page 51
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Table 4: Summary of Design Codes – Key Guidance (contd)

Overarching Design Codes Key Guidance

PR08 – Newbuilds and Extensions The local distinctiveness of Bingley should be respected. New buildings or extensions to buildings can have a significant impact not only on 
the character and appearance of the building, but also on the street scene within which it sits. A well-designed building or extension can 
enhance the appearance of the street, whereas an unsympathetic extension can have a harmful impact and create problems for the overall 
character of the area. The following are suggested for Bingley town centre and local centres:  
•	New buildings or extensions should be appropriate to the scale, massing and design of the existing building and complement the streetscape. 

•	New buildings or extensions are more likely to be successful if they do not exceed the height of the original or adjacent buildings. Two-storey 		
	 extensions should be constructed with the same angle of pitch as the existing roof.  

•	The design, materials and architectural detailing of new buildings or extensions should be high-quality and respond to the existing and  
	 neighbouring building and the local character of the neighbourhood plan area. Impacts upon the space surrounding the building such as  
	 overlooking and overshadowing should be considered. 

Several Design Codes for building extension are suggested below:  

•	Alterations and extensions of historic buildings should respect the host building. Replacement of historic and traditional features, such as  
	 timber windows and doors with uPVC and other non-traditional materials should be avoided.   
•	The original building should remain the dominant element of the property regardless of the number of extensions. The newly built extension 		
	 should not overwhelm the building from any given point.   
•	Extensions should not result in a significant loss of the private amenity area of the dwelling.  

•	Designs that wrap around the existing building and involve overly complicated roof forms should be avoided.   
•	The pitch and form of the roof used on the building adds to its character and extensions should respond to this where appropriate.  

•	Extensions should consider the materials, architectural features, window sizes, and proportions of the existing building and recreate this  
	 style to design an extension that matches and complements the existing building. 

•	In the case of side extensions, the new part should be set back from the front of the main building and retain the proportions of the original 		
	 building. This is in order to reduce any visual impact of the join between existing and new. 

•	In the case of rear extensions, the new part should not have a harmful effect on neighbouring properties in terms of overshadowing,  
	 overbearing or privacy issues. 

•	Side extensions must ensure that appropriate gaps are left between buildings such that terracing does not result. 

PR09 – Environmental and  
Biodiversity 

New developments and building extensions should aim to strengthen biodiversity and the natural environment. 
Existing habitats and biodiversity corridors should be protected and enhanced. 
New development should encourage greener infrastructure within built-up areas. 
New development proposals should include the creation of new habitats and wildlife corridors. This could be achieved by aligning back and 
front gardens or installing bird boxes or bird bricks in walls. Wildlife corridors should be included to enable wildlife to travel to and from  
foraging areas and their dwelling areas. 

continued on page 52
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Table 4: Summary of Design Codes – Key Guidance (contd)

Overarching Design Codes Key Guidance

PR10 – Sustainable Development  
and Climate Change 

Design-in passive solar heating, cooling and energy-efficient landscaping to reduce overall domestic energy use. 
Design-in solar panels on newbuilds and minimise their visual impact, for example by using solar roofing materials. 
Include rainwater harvesting in new developments and make storage tanks attractive and unobtrusive. 
Incorporate permeable paving in new developments, whilst respecting the materials palette. 
Create specific enclosures of sufficient size for all necessary waste bins, within easy access of the street, perhaps integrated with cycle storage. 
Use an appropriate materials palette. Soften with planting. 
Green Roofs can be designed in from the start and can be used to complement the surrounding landscape and help to integrate buildings with 
the countryside. 

Town Centre Codes

TC01 – Bingley Market Square Retain four key elements that constitute the market square, including ‘hard surfacing’ which can be used for activities and events, ‘soft  
surfaces’ which provide landscaping and greenery, ‘public amenities’ such as the Little Theatre and public toilets, and ‘access and movement’ 
which facilitates use of the square. 
Future development should exhibit flexible design so that the square can accommodate a wide range of events and activities throughout the 
year. 
More amenities should be introduced into the market square – public art, benches, green spaces, play areas and the like, to encourage social 
interaction.  
More activities should be held in the square to attract visitors throughout the day and throughout the year. 
A more pedestrian-friendly environment should be created to facilitate ease of access and use of the market square. 

TC02 – Improvements to Main Street Priority should be given to pedestrians and cyclists, achieved through urban design solutions, with options including the pedestrianisation  
of Main Street, or the creation of wider pavements and narrower carriageways, or the creation of a shared space for cars, cyclists and  
pedestrians.

Shopfront Codes

SHPF01 – Shopping Parade Shopfront design should respect and be sympathetic to the host building, the overall composition of buildings and the street scape.  
Traditional shop width and rhythm should be maintained and the aim should be to achieve high quality shopfronts. Simple measures  
recommended include the use of internal instead of solid external security shutters, signage which relates to character and proportions of  
the buildings instead of ignoring this, and fascia design details to frame shop fronts (like panelled stallrisers, fanlights and pilasters) instead  
of large, flat fascias.

continued on page 53
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Table 4: Summary of Design Codes – Key Guidance (contd)

Overarching Design Codes Key Guidance

SHPF02 – Design Approach With regard to individual buildings, historic shopfronts should be retained with repairs to original shopfronts encouraged over replacement. 
A modern shopfront needs to be of high quality and sympathetic to the surroundings. 
Heritage assets, buildings in the Conservation Areas or traditional buildings should only have traditional shopfront designs. 
A traditional shopfront may consist of pilasters, with elements such as capital and plinth, a corbel or console bracket, cornice and frieze or  
fascia, which generally has a hand painted sign. The shop window will typically include two vertical mullions and a transom rail at door head 
level with clerestory or transom lights above. It will be made of timber and sit within the traditional architectural framework around the  
opening. 
In the areas outside the Conservation Areas, where appropriate to the architectural context, a modern shopfront may be acceptable.  
The design of modern replacement shopfronts should be of a high standard in order to bring diversity and vitality to the street. 

SHPF03 – Windows Shopfront windows should be designed according to the character of the host building. Large glass window lacking mullions and transoms  
are not acceptable on traditional shopfronts, in Conservation Areas or on heritage assets. Smaller vertical and horizontal sub-divisions of  
windows will be appropriate on historic buildings with larger sub-divisions appropriate to modern buildings. 

SHPF04 – Display Space Display Space should be of high quality and should provide a good view of products sold. Shop window display space should not be  
dominated by advertising which obscures views in and out of the shop.

SHPF05 – Fascia Shopfront fascias should generally be smaller and monotone which is more likely to be sympathetic to host buildings and will reduce visual 
clutter. 
Fascias should not extend below the bottom of the corbel, not obscure windows and architectural detailing, not project above the ground  
level and align with other fascia in the parade. 
Where a store occupies several units, each should have a separate fascia, linked visually by common design. The use of box fascias should be 
avoided as they are often unsympathetic to their surroundings in terms of bulk, size, materials and the lighting within the box fascia, and no 
acrylic and matte finish materials should be used in fascia design on heritage assets.

SHPF06 – PIlasters Pilasters are an essential part of the shopfront and should always be incorporated into the design in some capacity. Historic or traditional  
pilasters should always be retained or re-established if missing. Contemporary design should use pilaster detailing to distinguish separation 
between adjacent shops and buildings.

SHPF07 – Doors Shopfront doors and door detailing should be in keeping with the rest of the shopfront and parade, reflecting the overall character of the  
buildings. The bottom of the door glazing will often be on the same level as the top of the stallriser to be in keeping with the overall rhythm. 
Second entrance doors should be considered as elements of the overall shopfront and be of similar design to the main shop entrance.

continued on page 54
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Table 4: Summary of Design Codes – Key Guidance (contd)

Overarching Design Codes Key Guidance

SHPF08 – Stallrisers Bingley town centre has a significant number of its traditional and historic stallrisers retained. They should be protected and restored where 
required. This will contribute to the enhancement of Bingley’s character. Stallrisers should be provided on any heritage asset be it a new or 
replacement shopfront. They are also desired on contemporary designs. 
Stallrisers must be designed to full width of shopfront and the height must be between 0.3-1.0m. Stallriser should be of stone, timber, metal  
or masonry construction as long as they are in character with the architectural style and historical context of the host building.

SHPF09 – Lighting Shop lighting should be provided sensitively and with subtlety so that it does not dominate host buildings. All illuminations should be  
aesthetically sympathetic to the individual building and the streetscape. Within Conservation Areas and on Listed Buildings, full internal  
illumination signs will not be acceptable. 

SHPF010 – Security Security measures on retail premises should complement the shopfront design and should not dominate the street scene when the premises 
are closed. Solid metal shutters should be avoided as they create an unwelcoming atmosphere and reduce surveillance through blocking  
views in to and out of premises and are easily vandalised. If integrated shutters are to be installed, these should be internal behind the glass  
and should be of a construction which allows vision into the interior beyond. 

SHPF011 – Signage Shopfront signage reflects the business and defines the character of the whole shopfront. Signage should be well designed and complement 
the architecture of the host building and whole parade. Shopfront signage should avoid creating visual clutter and should harmonise with the 
surroundings. 
Encouragement is given to retail chain businesses to adopt more attractive signage. Shopfront signage should make a positive contribution 
to the street scene and within Bingley Town Centre this means avoid projecting box signs and ensuring that project or hanging signs do not 
obscure architectural detail. 

12.3	 Bingley Parish Neighbourhood Masterplan  

12.3.1	 AECOM were also appointed to support the development of a 		
		  conceptual spatial Masterplan for Bingley and to develop options for 		
		  public realm improvement in the Town Centre, Local Centres, and 		
		  Central Areas of Villages within the Neighbourhood Plan area. The 		
		  ‘Bingley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Masterplan, December 2020’ is 		
		  included at Appendix D, and it informs the baseline position and 		
		  options for policy in many parts of the Neighbourhood Plan and is 		
		  referred to throughout. The Masterplan is intended to guide 			 
		  development and to enhance the quality of the public realm. 

12.3.2	 In relation to design, the masterplan has carried out an appraisal of  
		  the quality of the public realm of some key locations within Bingley 
		  and has established a masterplan for each, along with design 			
		  principles, proposals and interventions. These are provided for Bingley 	
		  Town Centre, augmenting the Design Codes applying there with 		
		  specific principles and proposals, and for Crossflatts Village Centre. 		
		  Table 5 sets out design principles for Bingley Town Centre and 		
		  Crossflatts village centres. 
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Table 5: Summary of Concept Masterplans – Principles, Proposals and Interventions

Design Principles Proposals and Interventions 

Bingley Town Centre

Create a high-quality public realm through the implementation of the Design 
Code document and application of interventions and proposals, which will 
improve shopfronts, streets, roads, pavements, Town Square and public open 
spaces.   

Resurface/Raised Table/Traffic Calming to create gateways.

Create northern, eastern and southern gateways with resurfaced roads, 
prominent buildings and frontages as well as safeguarding of the green open 
spaces where possible. 

Proposed new gateway to the north.

Provide priority to pedestrians and cyclists and create links with other 
settlements in the Neighbourhood Plan area. 

Improvements to the streets and footpaths. From Bingley Design Code – Public Realm Strategy. 

Improve and establish alternative routes and networks to improve traffic flow, 
creating a high-quality public realm. 

Proposed new cycle and pedestrian routes. 

Main Street will be upgraded to become the main destination in the Town Centre 
and will help to enhance Bingley identity.

Resurface the street and widen footpaths. Priority to cyclists and pedestrians.  
From Bingley Design Code – Public Realm Strategy.

Improve Bingley Town Square to become more active, appealing and attractive 
to the residents and visitors of the Town Centre.

Enhanced existing route, which will circulate traffic around the Town Centre and allow  
improvements to Main Street.

Rearrange / extend the train station car park.

Rearranged / enhanced open space. 

Proposed gateway to the east.

Improved and enhanced open space as key gateway feature.

Shopfront improvements. From Bingley Design Code – Shopfront Design Guide (CODES: SHPFT)

Landscaping to be kept and enhanced.

Potential to redevelop and add value to the Town Square.

Extend the hard surface to create a high quality public space.

continued on page 56
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Table 5: Summary of Concept Masterplans – Principles, Proposals and Interventions (contd)

Design Principles Proposals and Interventions 

Bingley Town Centre (contd)

Proposed gateway to the south.

Enhance and integrate the existing Public Rights of Ways into a permeable pedestrian Bingley Town 
Centre network. This public footpath will provide unique waterfront space experience to the town. 

The A650 (Sir Fred Hoyle Way) should contribute to local traffic release by encouraging and  
guiding vehicles to this road. 

Crossflatts

Enhance existing and create new routes through the proposed development site 
which will link the Middle Slope Village Centre with the surroundings. 

Access only lanes to existing residential development.

Give priority to pedestrians and cyclists by providing better pavements and  
cycle routes throughout the Village Centre. Improve, widen and reinforce the 
bridge over the Leeds and Liverpool Canal.

Potential new road connecting south, north and further east.

Create a gateway through resurfacing of the street and pavement widening,  
which will create a ‘sense of a place’.

New cycle route into the site and further east.

Widen the pavements to create a better and more pedestrian orientated public 
realm.

New residential development consented .

Potential to widen and reinforce existing bridge over Leeds and Liverpool Canal.

Road improvements to accommodate cycle and pedestrian routes.

Resurface / Raised Table / Traffic Calming to create a gateway.

Wider pavements to create a pedestrian orientated public realm.
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12.4	 Design and Concept Masterplans Policy  

12.4.1	 Policy sets a design policy for Bingley in accordance with the 			
		  guidance set out in the overarching design codes covering Bingley 		
		  Town Centre, Local Centres and the Central Areas of Villages. It 		
		  provides a further requirement to ensure new development contributes 	
		  to the achievement of the masterplans, design principles and 			
		  proposals and interventions where possible in Bingley Town Centre, 		
		  Gilstead and Crossflatts. 

12.4.2 	 The policy also provides a requirement for new shopfront 			 
		  development to be designed in accordance with the guidance set out 	
		  in the Shopfronts Design Codes. This is set as a requirement for Class E 	
		  uses, since changes to permitted development rights have placed 		
		  shops alongside other commercial uses in a new commercial use  
		  Class E. 

12.4.3 	 Policy BING2 is also drawn from the Masterplan to establish clear 		
		  criteria against which proposals for development would be assessed, 		
		  drawing on the baseline studies and masterplan development, design 	
		  principles and proposals/interventions identified. It is proposed that 		
		  these criteria are applied across the Neighbourhood Area. 

Bingley directional fingerpost
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• BING2 – Design of New Development in Bingley

	 Where appropriate, proposals for new development in Bingley should have 		
	 regard to the following policy governing general design principles of design, 		
	 design codes and masterplans:
	 1.	 General Principles – Where relevant and feasible, new development 		
		  should:			 
		  a.	 Integrate with existing paths, streets, circulation networks and patterns 		
			   of activity; 
		  b.	Reinforce or enhance the established village character of streets, greens 	
			   and other spaces;
		  c.	 Respect the rural chracter of views and gaps; 
		  d.	Harmonise and enhance existing settlement in terms of physical form, 		
			   architecture and land use;	
		  e.	 Relate well to local topography and landscape features, including 		
			   prominent ridge lines and long distance views;	
		  f.	 Reflect, respect and reinforce local architecture and historic 			 
			   distinctiveness;
		  g.	Retain and incorporate important existing features into the
			   development;
		  h.	Respect surrounding buildings in terms of scale, height, form and 		
			   massing;
		  i.	 Adopt contextually appropriate materials and details;
		  j.	 Provide adequate open space for the development in terms of both 		
			   quantity and quality;
		  k.	 Incorporate necessary services and drainage infrastructure without 		
			   causing unacceptable harm to retained features;

		  l.	 Ensure all components e.g. buildings, landscapes, access routes, 		
			   parking and open space are well related to each other;
		  m.	Make sufficient provision for sustainable waste management (including 	
			   facilities for kerbside collections, waste separation, and minimisation 		
			   where appropriate) without adverse impact on the street scene, the 		
			   local landscape or the amenities of neighbours; 
			   and
		  n.	Positively integrate energy efficient technologies.					   
	 2. Town Centre Design Codes – Where relevant and feasible, proposals for 		
		  development within Bingley Town Centre should have regard to guidance 		
		  set out in the Town Centre Design codes TC01 and TC02, the key guidance 	
		  from which is set out in Table 3.							    

	 3.	Shopfront Codes – Proposals for the development of shopfronts should have 	
		  regard to Shopfront Codes SHPF01 to SHPF11, the key guidance from which is 	
		  set out in Table 3.

	 4. Overarching Design Codes – Proposals for development in Bingley Town 		
		  should have regard to Overaching Design Codes PR01 ro PR10, the key 		
		  guidance from which is set out in Table 3.

	 5. Concept masterplans for Bingley Town Centre and Crossflatts – Where 		
		  relevant and feasible, applications for development should contribute to the 	
		  fulfilment of the concept Masterplans for Bingley Town Centre and Crossflatts, 	
		  the key principles, proposals and interventions for which are set out in Table 4.

		  Policy References  

NPPF Paras 28, 112, 120, 125, 129 and 131, Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policies SC9, PH09, DS1, DS3 and DS5, Emerging Local Plan SP14, SP15, DS1, DS2, DS3, DS4 and DS5. 
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13.	Improving  
		  Bingley Town Centre  

13.1	 Introduction  
13.1.1	 Bingley Town Centre provides an economic, cultural and civic focus  
		  for the community and improving it is a central part of the Vision and 		
		  Objective 2 for this Neighbourhood Plan. Creating an improvement in  
		  a town centre is a complex task involving controlling and supporting 		
		  development in the right way, such as to improve the mix of premises, 	
		  encourage vitality, protect viability, extend activities around the clock, 	
		  promote flats above shops. However, it also requires that providers of 		
		  highways, pavements, street furniture, landscaping, lighting, cultural 		
		  activities such as markets, festivals, public art, business promotion, 		
		  parking facilities etc make a contribution to improve the built 			
		  environment and create a cultural and economic focus. Alongside this, 	
		  private and public investment, and financial mechanisms and incentives 	
		  must be employed. Improving the town centre is a long-term objective. 
 
13.1.2	 The Neighbourhood Plan can make an important contribution and 		
		  provide a focus for this effort from a development and planning 		
		  perspective. It can signal wider strategic considerations that will need 	
		  to be taken forward alongside the Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
13.1.3	 This section of the Neighbourhood Plan is presented in two parts, with 	
		  the first setting out the planning policies and considerations that will  
		  be used to promote, guide and control development in the town centre. 	
		  The second part discusses wider strategic town centre improvement 		
		  considerations, highlighting strategic development needs, financial 		
		  investment and support and initiatives to promote the use of the  
		  town centre. 

The Buttercross, Bingley
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13.1.4	 Together, these provide a framework for action by Bingley Town 		
		  Council and other public and private sector partners to implement the 	
		  vision of Bingley as a vibrant town centre meeting the full range of 		
		  needs of the local area, consistent with the Adopted Core Strategy. 

13.2	 Promoting, Guiding and Controlling New Development in Bingley 		
		  Town Centre  

13.2.1	 A significant amount of technical work has been undertaken to provide 	
		  clear guidance on how new development, and new public infrastructure 	
		  provision, can be provided in such a way as to improve the built 		
		  environment of Bingley Town Centre. Bingley Town Council has gained 	
		  external grants to generate a Design Code for the Town Centre and a 		
		  Masterplan for the whole Parish. These documents have been formally 	
		  adopted by the Council and form part of the Neighbourhood Plan. 		
		  They 	build on our vision to create an award winning town centre that 		
		  meets our needs of creating a vibrant and interesting town centre that 	
		  provides income and interest for all types of businesses and is attractive 	
		  to residents and visitors alike. 
 
13.2.2	 First, the Overarching Design Codes provide clear guidance on how 		
		  changes to existing buildings and new development can complement 	
		  the existing historic environment in the town centre and how, if 		
		  implemented across developments can increase the design coherence 	
		  of the town centre and other centres within the area. 
 
13.2.3	 Second, the Shopfront Design Codes have been prepared to apply to 	
		  all such premises across Bingley and the central areas of villages and 		
		  local centres. This applies in the town centre also and provides clear 		
		  guidance on how shopfronts should be designed to improve the look 		
		  and feel of high streets and contribute to a good quality town centre 		
		  environment.  

13.2.4	 Third, the Town Centre Design Codes address the specific context of 		
		  the town centre environment and highlight clear objectives to 		
		  improving key areas of the town centre and, importantly, addressing 		
		  the relationship between car and pedestrian and the use of street 		
		  space to create a more welcoming and user-friendly public realm and 	
		  that can accommodate a wider range of cultural and economic 		
		  activities. 
 
13.2.5 	 The design codes for the town centre are focused on taking 			 
		  opportunities through investment and new development proposals to 	
		  restore elements of character which are positive to the quality of the 		
		  town centre. The design codes identify traditional building styles and 		
		  materials, and show where past development has created a poorer 		
		  quality town centre environment. Specific objectives are identified to 		
		  improve Main Street and its surroundings. 

13.2.6 	 Separately, the design codes highlight the statement buildings that 		
		  exist within Bingley and demonstrate how some of these have not been 	
		  well-maintained such that they now detrimentally affect the town 		
		  centre environment. 

Market Square, Bingley Jubilee Gardens, Bingley
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Figure 5: Town Centre Masterplan

Masterplan key: 
1.	 Resurface / raised table / traffic calming to create gateways.
2.	 Proposed new gateway to the north.
3.	 Improvements to the streets and footpaths. 
4.	 Proposed new cycle and pedestrian routes.
5.	 Resurface street and widen footpaths; priority to cyclists and 	 	
	 pedestrians.  
6.	 Enhanced existing route, which will circulate traffic around the 		
	 Town Centre and allow improvements to Main Street.
7.	 Rearrange / extend the train station car park.
8.	 Rearranged / enhanced open space.
9.	 Proposed gateway to the east.
10.	Improved and enhanced open space as key gateway feature.
11.	 Shopfront improvements.
12.	Landscaping to be kept and enhanced.
13.	Potential to redevelop and add value to the Town Square. 
14.	Extend the hard surface to create a high quality public space.
15.	Proposed gateway to the south.
16.	Enhance and integrate the existing Public Rights of Ways into a 	 	
	 permeable pedestrian Bingley Town Centre network.
17.	 The A650 (Sir Fred Hoyle Way) should contribute to local 		
	 traffic release by encouraging and guiding vehicles to this road.
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13.2.7 	 Efforts to improve the town centre need all involved to play their part 		
		  in securing and maintaining an attractive town centre. In the past there 		
		  have been a number of buildings that have been vacated and left to 		
		  deteriorate and become eyesores. The Neighbourhood Plan signals the 	
		  need to reduce incidents of this and encourage owners/landlords to 		
		  undertake adequate maintenance.  

13.2.8 	 Fourth, a Masterplan for Bingley Town Centre has been prepared 		
		  which 	important design principles, proposals and interventions in 		
		  specific areas of the town centre. This is shown in Figure 5 and is set 		
		  out in full in Appendix D. The Masterplan demonstrates the links and 		
		  integration between good design in new developments, organisations 	
		  and presentation of public spaces, investment in high quality public 		
		  realm infrastructure and improving traffic management and pedestrian 	
		  use of the town centre. Table 5 (pages 55-56) describes the key 		
		  constraints, opportunities, proposals and interventions set out in 		
		  the Masterplan. 
 
13.2.9	 The Design Code Report has recommended a redefined town centre 		
		  boundary. This is shown in Figure 6. 

13.3	 Survey of Town Centre Ground Floor Uses  
13.3.1 	 Two ground floor user surveys were carried out with the first on 30th 		
		  November 2018 and the second on 16th April 2022. The surveys 		
		  covered the following roads: Main Street (between the traffic light 		
		  junctions with Harden Road and Ferncliffe Road), Park Road (from 		
		  traffic light junction with Main Street to Johnson Street), 5-Rise 		
		  Centre, Chapel Street, Wellington Street, Market Street, Queens Court 	
		  and Queen Street. 

Figure 6: Town Centre Boundary
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13.3.2  	 The number of ground floor units counted is set out in Table 6 – 136 		
		  (including Aldi and Lidl). In 2018, almost half (62 units) out of the total 	
		  were of a non-goods retailing type, uses that have little competition 		
		  from the internet. At that time, the proportion of vacant units was low 	
		  (6.6%). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13.3.3 	 Since then, the Covid-19 Pandemic has occurred and the April 2022 		
		  survey shows that more than half (77 units) out of the total are of a 		
		  non-goods retailing type, uses that have little competition from the 		
		  internet. The proportion of vacant units is felt to be gratifyingly low at 	
		  8% despite the effects of the Covid pandemic. The average vacancy 		
		  rate across the country is 14%, according to the British Retail 			 
		  Consortium. 
 
13.3.4	 There is a need to update and maintain a regular view of current 		
		  activity in the town centre. The Council and the Chamber of Commerce 	
		  need to support local businesses and traders so that they are 			
		  encouraged to remain, or to come into town. 

Table 6: Survey of Town Centre Ground Floor Uses

Type of use 30 November 
2018

16 April 
2022

Retail
Hairdressers / beauty salons
Bars / cafes / pubs
Esate agents 
Offices
Other (opticians, betting, alterations)
Vacant

43
19
29
19
6
11
9

46
22
30
5
9
11
11

Total 136 134

13.4	 Town Centre Policy  

13.4.1 	 There is potential duplication between town centre and design policies 	
		  owing to the way in which design codes and masterplans have been 		
		  formulated, but for the present it is proposed to maintain these to 		
		  ensure requirements are clearly stated for each area and in relation to 	
		  each Design Code and Masterplan. 

13.4.2	 The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group assessed the current extent 	
		  of town centre activities and suggested a revised boundary Policy 		
		  BING3 presents the redefined town centre boundary.  

13.4.3 	 Policy BING3 also applies the Design Codes to development in the 		
		  town centre. The Design Codes are structured thematically in order to 	
		  identify key principles across Bingley and the Town Centre in relation to 	
		  the public realm and shopfronts. The key guidance from the design 		
		  codes is set out in Table 3 (pages 36-43).   

13.4.4 	 Policy BING3 also provides support to new development that would 		
		  contribute to the achievement of the Bingley Town Centre Masterplan, 	
		  design principles and proposals and interventions. The Masterplan is 		
		  principally about making new connections across the Parish; connecting 	
		  the villages and communities that together make up Bingley. The 		
		  Masterplan provides a development and placemaking framework for a 	
		  cohesive vision of the villages and seeks to bring people together to 		
		  strengthen the already firm ties that exist in the Parish.  

13.4.5 	 The Policy also reflects the importance of supporting the 			 
		  development of new commercial uses within the Town Centre 		
		  responding to new use classes and providing a framework for 		
		  residential development within the town centre. The policy supports 		
		  new commercial uses and flats above them but does not support 		
		  ground floor residential development on key shopping frontages.  
 
13.4.6 	 The Policy sets out a key proactive role for Bingley Town Council to 		
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		  promote a better quality of place within the town centre, working with 	
		  infrastructure providers, landowners, landlords and occupiers to ensure 	
		  the town centre remains attractive by maintaining and improving 		
		  individual buildings, vacant plots and key street-scene infrastructure. 
		
		  Policy References

		  NPPF Paras 28, 81, 108, 112, 120, 123, 125, 129 and 131, Bradford Adopted Core 		
		  Strategy Policies AD1, EC5, DS1, DS3, DS4 and DS5, Emerging Local Plan SP16, 	
		  EC4 and Infrastructure Plan Update. 

• BING3 – Bingley Town Centre

					   Development within Bingley Town Centre will be supported subject to  
					   the following considerations where appropriate and feasible:

					   a. Town Centre Masterplan – Development should contribute to the  
						    delivery of the Bingley Town Centre Masterplan (see Figure 5 and 		
						    Appendix D) and should not prevent its delivery.				  

					   b. 	Shopfront Design – Development of existing and new shopfronts
						    should be undertaken in accordance with the Shopfronts Design  
						    Codes SHPF01 to SHPF011 (see Table 4 and Appendix C). 

					   c. 	Good Design Principles – Development should be undertaken in 			
						    accordance with guidance set out in the Overarching Design Codes  
						    PR01 to PR10, and the Town Centre Design Codes TC01 Bingley Market 		
						    Square and TC02 Improvements to Main Street, as indicated on  
						    Figure 53 and Figure 54 of the Design Code document in Appendix C. 

					   d. 	Quality of Place – Where feasible, opportunities to secure  
						    commitments to improve the environment of town centre so that it 		
						    remains attractive to businesses, residents and visitors will be sought  
						    from property owners, tenants and utilities carrying out public works.

					   e. 	Ground Floor Uses – Proposals for development of commercial uses  
						    (class E), pubs and drinking establishments, and proposals for  
						    residential uses (class C3) above ground floor, within Bingley Town  
						    Centre will be supported. Proposals requiring planning permission for 		
						    development of residential uses (class MA) at ground floor level within  
						    key shoping frontages within Bingley Town Centre will not be  
						    supported where this will cause impacts on the vitality and viability  
						    of the town centre.

13.5	 Formulating a Wider Strategy for Town Centre Improvement 

13.5.1	 It must be recognised at the outset that re-imagining a future 			
		  improved Bingley Town Centre is not a new enterprise. Section 4.2 		
		  (Airedale) of the Adopted Core Strategy (July 2017) describes a vision 	
		  of how Airedale might look by 2030.  
 
13.5.2	 ‘In respect of the town centre of Bingley it states, in short, that it has 		
		  been reborn as a distinctive market town with high quality new housing, 	
		  town centre residential units and office space. It is a destination for 		
		  speciality retailing due to the outdoor market in the new square 		
		  (formerly Jubilee Gardens), and is the place to visit for food, drink and 	
		  leisure due to the redevelopment of Myrtle Walk, new anchor food and 	
		  general stores, provision of improved visitor attractions (Riverside Walk, 	
		  park and Visitor Centre at Five-Rise Locks), parking and bus/rail 		
		  interchange.’  

13.5.3 	 This vision is one that was first promoted in the Bingley Town Centre 		
		  Masterplan published in 2005 by the Airedale Partnership. 

13.5.4 	 Domination by traffic remains a problem. Whilst the Bingley Relief 		
		  Road 	takes a lot of traffic particularly at rush hour times, the volume 		
		  of traffic going through the town remains heavy and, despite 			
		  controlled pedestrian crossings at each end and in the middle of Main 	
		  Street, the principal shopping street, the town remains split in two 		
		  along the length of Main Street, from its junction with Harden Road/		
		  Ireland Bridge to its junction with Ferncliffe Road. The main shopping 	
		  and parking areas are kept separated from the main leisure and activity 	
		  areas comprising the market square, the arts centre, the swimming 		
		  pool and facilities, Myrtle Park and River Walk.  

13.5.5 	 Whilst Bingley Town Council encourages markets to be held in the 		
		  market square, for the most of any month the market square remains 		
		  under-utilised and does not seem to be fulfilling its potential.  
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13.5.6 	 Current buildings within the town centre need to be improved to make 	
		  the spaces and setting more attractive. Bingley Little Theatre/Arts 		
		  Centre forms part of the setting to the market square when viewed 		
		  from the main retailing side of Main Street and this building is regarded 	
		  as incongruous and poorly related to the built environment of the town 	
		  centre. Also, the old Market Cross building is partially hidden due to it 		
		  being at a lower ground level than the square and so loses any 		
		  attraction it might otherwise have.  

13.5.7 	 The Masterplan of 2005 proposed short stay parking with residential 		
		  and commercial development around the Arts centre and behind 		
		  Queens Court, the area in front of the railway station as public open 		
		  space with a bus interchange, and a multi-storey car park where Aldi is 	
		  now situated. In 2005, the headquarters of the Bradford and Bingley 		
		  Building Society was a major presence and contributor to the town 		
		  centre activity. Most of the workers there would use the town centre’s 	
		  facilities during the day making a significant economic contribution. 
 
13.5.8 	 Bingley Town Centre must adapt in line with all other town centres to 		
		  retail trends, particularly in internet-based retail. The Government has 		
		  changed use classes to create a wider commercial use class that allows 	
		  changes between shops, financial services, and other high street 		

		  office-based services (solicitors, estate agents etc) and other 			
		  ‘commercial’ services which could include gyms and a wider range of 		
		  activities. Worryingly in the context of town centre objectives, it also 		
		  permits development to housing.  

13.5.9 	 There is a need for the high street to become a venue, a place to visit 		
		  for its own sake and not just for retail purposes. This means creating an 	
		  interesting and attractive area where people will feel comfortable, 		
		  relaxed and have an enjoyable experience. The future of many town 		
		  centres is now not just about shops, it should now be about living, 		
		  learning, leisure and local services, the importance of community 		
		  activity and holding lively events. 
 
13.5.10 	 Bingley Town Council has recently modernised and re-opened the 		
		  public toilets in Jubilee Gardens to help the town centre to be more 		
		  about living, learning, leisure and local services as mentioned above and 	
		  have built a new “Changing Places” facility in order to make the town 		
		  more socially inclusive.  

13.5.11 	 Bingley town centre needs to evolve a long-term strategy to combat 		
		  distraction from its core purpose. It has one major positive factor 		
		  compared with the usual town centre shopping streets: most of the 		
		  ground floor occupiers are local businesses and a good many provide 	
		  a service that cannot be obtained on the internet. Independent 		
		  businesses offer greater scope to provide venue-based shopping, 		
		  providing a variety of goods and services not found in high street 		
		  chains. Providing a physical and business environment in which 		
		  independent shops and services can flourish is an important objective. 
 
13.5.12 	 Current ideas to explore within Bingley Town Council and with other 		
		  partners include:   

		  a)	 Offer a rates incentive (e.g., 10% discount for first year of occupation 	
			   with a reduced percentage every fifth year of occupation) and 		
			   innovative parking incentives. For example, we understand that 		

Swimming pool building, BingleyArts Centre, Bingley
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			   Harrogate Council is considering offering a free parking period for 		
			   every 10 hours of public parking purchased over a specified time. 

		  b)	Maintain a dialogue with property owners and encourage them to 		
			   give incentives, for example, first four months of occupation rent 		
			   free, rent discount say 5% for four months after three years of 		
			   tenancy, financial support for capital improvements, perhaps timing 	
			   such support at a time when the business concerned has the least 		
			   level of income – quite often, January or February of the year.   

		  c)	 Identify and target “missing uses” e.g. greengrocers, bookshops, 		
			   menswear etc. and try to encourage them to move into the town 		
			   centre.  

		  d)	Give detailed guidance on design of shopfronts and maintain 		
			   regular checks and reports on their state and condition to both 		
			   occupier and landlord. We understand that this practice is carried 		
			   out by Pateley Bridge Town Council. 

		  e) 	Review the use of upper floors along our main streets and 			
			   encourage more flats above shops to create more town centre 		
			   living and more activity. Can the Council and property owners 		
			   consider residential or office uses? The introduction of more 		
			   residential use into central areas encourages a better environment 		
			   due to the presence of a permanent population. 

		  f) 	Encourage people to visit the town centre for a wider range of 		
			   reasons than shopping. This means providing cultural activities and 	
			   a wider range of venues that people want to visit and stay longer. 

		  g) 	Explore with partners how we can create a better traffic environment 	
			   (e.g. traffic reduction scheme along Main Street, pedestrian priority 	
			   streets/areas in an appropriately paved way such as Wellington Street 	
			   and the station forecourt, Chapel Street, Myrtle Place) that encourage 	
			   visitors to explore around in safety, and particularly across into 		
			   Market Square, Myrtle Park, River Walk and to the Five Rise Locks.  

		  h) 	Encourage the use of quality materials, sympathetic and 			 
			   appropriate colours and vernacular features, avoiding and reducing 	
			   clutter through over-use of items such as street furniture and signage.  

		  i) 	 It is important to create publicly accessible areas and routes should 	
			   provide a positive contribution to the interest and enjoyment of the 	
			   local environment in and around the town centre and enhance the 		
			   experience of being there. They should provide the essential 		
			   linkage between the town’s special features and areas and promote 	
			   easy and safe accessibility to them.   

		  j) 	 Investigate how to improve accessibility and parking provision for 		
			   people with disabilities. 

		  k)	 Introduce interactive and sensory focal points in our Market Square 	
			   and surrounding area – e.g. interactive sculptures/fountains, 		
			   sensory gardens/planting, permanent play zones for kiddies. Making 	
			   more use of the Market Cross building, improving the Art Centre 		
			   facades and elevations for example the addition of a large side 		
			   conservatory for use as a restaurant or bistro serving light meals 		
			   (see Theatre By The Lake, Keswick).  

		  l)	 Improve the access to Myrtle Park between the swimming pool and 	
			   the new Lidl store. It needs to be more attractive and intriguing, 		

Myrtle Place and Chapel Lane, Bingley Myrtle Park, Bingley
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			   perhaps a scheme that naturally draws people along into the park 		
			   – a sort of “secret garden” type entrance. 

		  m)	Improve the pedestrian route to 5-Rise Locks as it is neither clear 		
			   nor particularly well signposted. Creating parking spaces near the 		
			   locks. Ensuring access routes are well marked and clearly defined. 		
			   This is a national treasure and Bingley should be maximising access 	
			   to his tourist attraction for all it can.  

13.5.13 	 A regular and active open-air market is an attraction in its own right 		
		  and provides focus and interest in what is happening in the town 		
		  centre. Bingley Town Council would like to see greater use and 		
		  enhancement of Market Square and immediately surrounding areas 		
		  for temporary events and activities, such as outdoor community 		
		  occasions, and support the installation of permanent and interactive 		
		  features such as sculptures, fountains, play areas.  

		  a)	 Events in Market Square such as human statues, street performers, 	
			   mini funfairs etc.;  

		  b)	 Interesting, perhaps quirky, Heath-Robinson type sculptures and 		
			   street furniture; 

		  c)	 Modern electronic advertising billboards (cylindrical style?) 		
			   incorporating lighting, shelter and seating, not only for commercial 	
			   advertising but also for advertising local events; 

		  d)	Introduce sculpted street-lighting schemes; 

		  e)	 Open discussions with St Ives Estate to explore the possibility of 		
			   establishing mountain bike circuits zig-zagging down to the river.  
			   We think this could possibly be the only mountain bike circuit in the 	
			   north of England very close to an urban area and readily accessible 	
			   by rail direct from a large catchment area – Leeds. 
 
13.5.14	 Bingley Town Council would support a review of car parking provision 	
		  so that provision supports delivery of the town centre 	masterplan and 	
		  design codes, and encourages visitors to the town centre. 

		  a)	 Improve signage to and for car parks, so visitors can find  
			   appropriate long and short stay parking. 

		  b)	Support improvements to infrastructure to allow for increasing use 	
			   of electric vehicles and their necessary charging points. 

		  c)	 In all cases consider the possibility of sponsorship from local firms. 

Market Square, Bingley Bingley station car parkFive Rise Locks, Bingley Footpath, St Ive’s Estate
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14.	Creating an  
		  Attractive Environment 			 
		  for Business Investment
14.1	 Economic Context  

14.1.1	 The Vision for the Neighbourhood Plan is clear that Bingley’s 			 
		  economic future depends on creating the right environment for local 		
		  and inward investment. Other parts of this plan aim to improve the 		
		  quality of design in new development to improve the attractiveness of 	
		  the town. A specific focus to ensure the town centre provides an 		
		  attractive business, cultural and community hub is included. There is 		
		  also a clear Objective 3 to create and attractive environment for new 		
		  businesses and new investment.  

14.1.2	 Bingley has a relatively strong and buoyant economy due to its own 		
		  attractive surroundings, accessibility to Leeds and Bradford and a 		
		  good workforce. It is home to over 700 businesses, employing in total 	
		  6,000 people. These businesses vary in size from large financial 		
		  institutions to sole traders. The town’s largest employer is 			 
		  Computershare with around 900 employees. Other significant 		
		  employers include Damart and Emerald Publishing, which employ  
		  500 and 350 people respectively.  
	  
14.1.3	 There is good, mainly local demand, for vacant units, especially  
		  office-related space, as they become available. A good example is the 	
		  office park on Dowley Gap Lane, which is rarely unoccupied.  

14.1.4	 According to the 2011 Census, some 64.0% of the population area is of 	
		  working age i.e. between the ages of 16 and 64. A further 17.8% are 		

Feature Radiators showroom, Bingley
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		  aged under 16 years of age, with the remainder being aged over 65.  
		  Of those in employment, some 49% are classed as either Technical/		
		  Professional or Senior Management. This figure is high in comparison  
		  to Bradford (34.8%) and England and Wales (40.9%). 45.8% of the 		
		  population is qualified to Level 3 (2 A Levels and above), compared to 	
		  Bradford (39.9%) and England and Wales (39.8%). Unemployment is 		
		  relatively low.   

14.1.5	 Bingley Town Council wants to work in partnership with local business 	
		  and other stakeholders to develop a co-ordinated approach to the 		
		  economic development of the town. 
 
14.1.6	 The Bradford Adopted Core Strategy plans to strengthen the economic 	
		  role of Bingley both for the town and wider area. Sub Area Policy AD1: 	
		  Airedale, states, “Keighley and Bingley will be the principal focus for 		
		  indigenous economic development including starter units for small and 	
		  medium sized businesses, business park premises for larger digital, 		
		  design and knowledge, financial and service sectors at Dalton Lane 		
		  Business Innovation Zone and Royd Ings”. The emerging local plan does 	
		  not alter the basic elements of this strategy, but will set out updated 		
		  requirements for employment land provision together with site 		
		  allocations. 
		
14.2	 Employment Provision   
14.2.1	 Employment provision in the town is clustered in and around the town 	
		  centre and along the Airedale Corridor. Reflecting this, five sites were 		
		  allocated in the adopted Bradford Replacement Unitary Development 	
		  Plan (2005) specifically for employment development.  
 
14.2.2	 These were: 

		  a)	 S/E1.9 Castlefields Lane, Crossflatts 

		  b) 	S/E1.10 Castlefields Road, Crossflatts 

		  c) 	S/E1.14 Land Adjacent to The Airedale Route, Crossflatts 

		  d) 	S/E6.1 Bingley  

		  e)	 S/E6.2 Crossflatts 
 
14.2.3	 Further information about these five sites, including locations plans,  
		  is on BMDC’s website.  

14.2.4	 The continued allocation (and safeguarding) of these five sites for 		
		  employment purposes was advocated in the adopted Core Strategy. 		
		  The emerging local plan proposes to retain four of these sites as 		
		  allocations but remove S/E6.1 as this has already been substantially 		
		  developed for road infrastructure. This is a policy position that the 		
		  Neighbourhood Plan supports.  

14.2.5	 In addition to the five major employment areas identified above, there 	
		  are several smaller employment sites and buildings to be found across 	
		  the town. Many of these are situated in residential areas or in the 		
		  countryside. They play an important, and growing, role in the economy 	
		  of the town.   

14.2.6	 The existing employment provision of the town is under pressure. 		
		  Recent years has seen the gradual loss of employment sites to housing 	
		  and other uses, many close to where people live. Further, the 			 
		  Government’s extension of Permitted Development Rights, allowing for 	
		  a change of use from business premises to residential and other uses 		
		  without the need to secure planning permission, places an element of 	
		  uncertainty over current and future supply of employment sites. 
 
14.2.7	 This trend is of some concern to the community. There is limited space 	
		  for new employment sites. Without action, it will undermine the 		
		  economic role and success of the town and contribute to it becoming 	
		  a dormitory settlement where people commute, often long distances, 	
		  to work in nearby centres.  
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14.2.8	 It is vital, therefore that, wherever possible, existing employment sites 		
		  and buildings in the town are safeguarded for employment generating 	
		  uses. It is recognised, however, that there may be some circumstances 	
		  where it may not be appropriate or beneficial to safeguard an existing 	
		  employment site or building. Where, for example, its design may not be 	
		  suited, or easily adapted, to meet the needs of modern business. The 		
		  Plan, therefore, seeks to retain suitable employment sites and buildings 	
		  that meet modern business needs, a policy position that is supported 	
		  by local and national planning policy.   

14.2.9	 There is no effective policy that can be adopted in the Neighbourhood 	
		  Plan to protect employment sites given national planning policy 		
		  provisions which allow change of use, existing Core Strategy policy  
		  EC3 and emerging local plan policies. Instead, all that can be done is to 	
		  ensure that the employment premises and sites remain attractive for 		
		  business, meet functional requirements, allow expansion where needed, 	
		  are promoted/marketed effectively. Policy BING4 below provides 		
		  support in this aim. 
		
		  Policy References 

	

	  

 
		  Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policy EC3, Emerging Local Plan EC1 and 		
		  District Strategic Land Assessment 2020. 

14.3	 Supporting Small and Start-up Businesses  

14.3.1	 Within the Parish, there is a significant and growing number of small 		
		  businesses. While precise figures on the number of small businesses 		
		  locally and nationally are hard to come by, what evidence there is 		
		  suggests that the proportion of small businesses is relatively high. 		
		  According to the 2011 Census, 10.1% of the economically active 		
		  population stated that they were self-employed. This compares to  
		  8.9% for Bradford and 9.8% for England. 

14.3.2	 As a location for small and start-up businesses, the town has 			 
		  considerable potential for further growth, especially office related, 
		  due 	to its attractive surroundings, availability of good quality sites and 	
		  premises, workforce and accessibility, especially to the motorway 		
		  network. The Plan is keen to encourage their growth in appropriate 		
		  locations. A flourishing small business sector is key to a sustainable, 		
		  diverse and vibrant economy and community.   

14.3.3	 Often these can operate in residential areas from a home office, above 	
		  a shop or a small workshop without causing nuisance or detriment to 	
		  the environment. Though such types of development often do not 		
		  necessarily need planning permission, where it is required, the Plan is 		
		  generally supportive of their provision when it is in a suitable and 		
		  appropriate location. In some circumstances, this could include the 		
		  conversion of existing or redundant buildings such as barns, former 		
		  mills and vacant spaces above shops.  

14.3.4	 There are examples of where the planning system has actively 		
		  supported the development of new and small businesses such as 		
		  through the provision of small business units specifically tailored to 		
		  the needs of small businesses.

			   • BING4 – Current and Future Employment Sites and Buildings
 
			   The retention of sites and buildings that provide employment currently or 		
			   future employment opportunities in Class E (g), B2 and B8) is encouraged.  
			   In principle, development proposals which improve the attractiveness, 		
			   functionality and operational effectiveness of employment sites will be 		
			   supported. Empty premises and vacant sites should be positively marketed 		
			   for alternative occupiers and developers for new employment uses. Bingley 		
			   Town Council and Bingley Chamber of Commerce should be notified prior 
			   to the commencement of marketing of vacant premises the last use of 
			   which was for employment. 



 
														            

71

		  Policy References 
	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
		  Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policies EC1, EC2 and EC4, Emerging Local 		
		  Plan EC2 and EC3. 

		  • BING5 – Supporting Small and Start-up Businesses
 
		  Development proposals for new or the expansion of existing small 			 
		  businesses, where in conformity with other provisions in the Plan and  
		  Local Development Plan, will be encouraged. The Plan encourages 			 
		  developments and initiatives, which support small and start-up  
		  businesses such as the provision of start-up units.
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15.	Meeting Local Housing Needs 
15.1	 Introduction  

15.1.1	 If the Vision for the Neighbourhood Plan is to be achieved, then 		
		  meeting Objective 5 to promote the development of housing which 		
		  meets identified local housing needs will be very important. Adopted 		
		  and emerging local plans envisage the further delivery of at least 700 		
		  homes over the period to 2030 and 2038. There is potential for this to 	
		  grow further over time. There is also the potential for speculative 		
		  planning applications for housing developments in addition to planned 	
		  developments.  

15.1.2	 Strategic policies are based on district wide understanding of housing 	
		  needs and so it has become an acknowledged role for Neighbourhood 	
		  Plans to provide additional local information and context for the 		
		  consideration of the how housing is provided. What size dwellings? 		
		  What type of affordable provision? What tenure (for sale or for rent)?  

15.1.3	 In order to provide robust information to support local policies on  
		  these aspects of housing provision, a Housing Needs Assessment was 	
		  undertaken by AECOM for the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group, 		
		  completed in January 2020. The assessment is included in Appendix E. 	
		  It is noted that this work is based on 2011 Census data and that, in a few 	
		  months, the first releases from the 2021 Census are expected and 		
		  these will be reviewed as the Neighbourhood Plan moves forward.  

15.1.4	 The work undertaken in the Housing Needs Assessment is intended  
		  to ensure that in making decisions on new housing proposals, due 		
		  provision is made to meet the needs of the local population whilst also 	
		  meeting strategic requirements from new housing. 

View from Bingley towards Gilstead
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15.2	 Key Characteristics  

15.2.1	 In determining a recommended housing mix, the HNA considered the 	
		  existing housing provision and its suitability, having regard to 			
		  demographic shifts in age and household composition, to address 		
		  future, as well as current community need. This is summarised in the 		
		  paragraphs below.  

15.2.2	 Bingley is characterised by a significantly higher proportion of 		
		  detached homes and flats than the broader district. There is a relative 	
		  lack of smaller housing and a relative over-provision of larger housing.  

15.2.3	 Bingley has an older population, being significantly lower in the 0-15, 		
		  16-24 and 25-44 age groups and significantly higher in the 45-64, 		
		  65-84 and 85+ age groups than the district and national levels as 		
		  reported in the 2011 Census. Between the 2001 and 2011 Census, 		
		  Bingley saw growth in all population age groups with the greatest 		
		  growth in the 45-64 and 85+ groups. 
 
15.2.4	 Whilst lower than at district level, population growth in the 25-44 age 	
		  group is significantly above that nationally, suggesting that Bingley is 
		  a location which remains attractive to families. About a third of 		
		  households are occupied by a single person, in line with District and 		
		  national averages. Within Bingley this number increased significantly 		
		  between 2001 and 2011, with the main increase in the under 65 age 		
		  group. 
	
15.3	 Tenure and Affordability 

15.3.1	 The Housing Needs Assessment found that the great majority of 		
		  households in the parish are owner-occupier but that from a low base 	
		  there has been a substantial growth in private renting, significantly 		
		  higher than in the Bradford district. In contrast to a decline in shared 		
		  ownership in the district as a whole, this grew in Bingley and 			 
		  significantly more so than the growth nationally. 

15.3.2	 House prices have continued to grow whilst incomes have not grown 		
		  by the same proportion. A higher proportion of income is required to 		
		  purchase properties based on average house prices and median 		
		  income data.

15.3.3	 The Housing Needs Assessment suggests that there are substantial 		
		  numbers of households who are unable to afford to rent or to buy 		
		  within Bingley. It recommends that for Bingley around 65% of 			
		  affordable housing delivered should be for rent tenures, with the 		
		  majority of this provided as social rented accommodation because it  
		  is most affordable to those on the lowest incomes. 

15.3.4	 The remaining 35% of affordable housing delivered should be 			
		  affordable home ownership products. The majority of this should be 		
		  delivered as shared ownership as it is capable of extending home 		
		  ownership to more households. However, there is significant local 		
		  interest in other products and these could also widen choices available 	
		  to local residents. 

15.4	 Type and Size 

15.4.1	 The Housing Needs Assessment indicates that the housing stock in 		
		  Bingley is characterised by large dwellings with high proportions of 		
		  properties with three to six bedrooms. Whilst broadly reflective of the 	
		  properties in the district more generally, there are significant higher 		
		  proportion of detached dwellings and flats in Bingley. 

15.4.2	 The 2011 Census data reveals that in line with District and National 		
		  proportions, Bingley has a high proportion of people aged 25 to 64 		
		  (55% in Bingley compared to 51% in Bradford and 53% nationally). 		
		  Bingley also has a smaller sized younger population aged 24 and 		
		  under (27%), significantly lower than the District and national averages 	
		  of 36% and 31% respectively. 
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15.4.3	 In terms of the changing age structure of the Neighbourhood Plan 		
		  area 	population, Census data shows that since 2001 the population 		
		  has grown in all categories, with significant growth in the 45-64 and 		
		  85+ categories. 
 
15.4.4	 The growth of population aged 45 and over is higher in Bingley than 		
		  the District. This suggests a growing and ageing population. 			 
		  Significant growth in the 16-24 age group could also signal a growth in 	
		  newly forming households in the Neighbourhood Area.
 
15.4.5	 With regard to housing, this could indicate that there is an insufficient 	
		  supply of dwellings appropriate to young and newly forming 			 
		  households and that this shortfall should be addressed through  
		  new development.  
 
15.4.6	 Improving the range of homes available will also benefit the growing 		
		  older population, some of whom may wish to move to more suitable 		
		  accommodation in later life. 
 
15.4.7	 The collective implication of Bingley’s comparatively large stock of 		
		  dwellings, its recent trends towards single occupancy, older 			 
		  households and fewer families with dependent children indicates the 		
		  need for Neighbourhood Plan policy to prioritise the provision of 		
		  smaller dwellings (2 and 3 bedroom) to some extent.
 
15.4.8	 Based solely on the needs of the local population (and acknowledging 	
		  the potential for housing provision to meet needs beyond the local 		
		  area), the Housing Needs Assessment makes recommendations on 		
		  house size mix in Bingley – 19.2% of dwellings in new developments 		
		  should have 1 bedroom, 26.3% should have two bedrooms, 48.5% 		
		  should have three bedrooms, and the remaining 6% should have at 		
		  least 	4 bedrooms. 

15.5 	 Specialist Housing for Older People 
15.5.1	 The Housing Needs Assessment sought to identify a local requirement 	
		  tied to the plan period for the Adopted Core Strategy (to 2030) and 		
		  based elements of this work on SHMA information from 2019. There 		
		  was a considerable level of potential variation in the requirement tied 		
		  to actions that could be taken by Bradford Council. The range 		
		  indicated under considerable caveats was between 200 and 400. In 		
		  view of the uncertainty around the factors underpinning an assessment 	
		  of specific needs in Bingley, it is not suggested that a specific 			
		  requirement is set in the Neighbourhood Plan. The background work 		
		  and assumptions are set out in assessment in Appendix E for ongoing 	
		  review and consideration. 

15.6 	 Newly-forming Households and First Time Buyers 

15.6.1	 The Housing Needs Assessment found that, on the basis of ONS 		
		  Census 2011 data, around 747 individuals aged under 35 had not 		
		  formed their own household, representing around 7.2% of new 		
		  households with the potential to form. 

15.6.2	 The identification of tenures that could meet the needs of newly 		
		  forming households within new housing developments is set out in 		
		  Table 7.3 of the assessment. If delivered, these would ensure that 		
		  suitable and affordable housing for younger people can be provided 		
		  within Bingley. The tenures split as follows: 

		  a)	 Home ownership 3% 

		  b)	Entry-level market sales/intermediate ownership product 12% 

		  c)	 Social rent 18% 

		  d)	Private rent 66% 
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15.7	 Housing Policy 

15.7.1	 BMDC Core Strategy policies HO8 and HO11 promote a good supply 		
		  of affordable housing, and a balance and mix of housing types for the 	
		  District. BMDC’s Strategic Housing Market Assessment informs the 		
		  implementation of these policies across different sites. The Bingley 		
		  Housing Needs Assessment complements this work with robust local 		
		  evidence on housing needs. It provides a guide to the tenure and  
		  size of new housing that would best meet the needs of the local 		
		  population in Bingley, based on their socio-economic profile, including 	
		  their financial capacity to access new housing. 

15.7.2	 Policy BING6 requires that proposals for new housing should have 		
		  regard to the broad requirements identified by the Bingley Housing 		
		  Needs Assessment. This is to ensure that, in the determination of 		
		  planning applications for new housing, in addition to broader 			
		  objectives related to the provision of new housing, proper 			 
		  consideration is also given to the type and form of housing that 
		  would best meet the needs of people living in in Bingley.  

		  Policy References

		  NPPF Paras 62 and 63, Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policies H08 and 		
		  HO11, 	Emerging Local Plan SP8, HO4, HO5 and HO6. 

		  • BING6 – New Housing in Bingley
 
		  Proposals for new housing should have regard to the Bingley Housing  
		  Needs Assessment which identifies the following broad housing 			 
		  requirements in Bingley: 

		  1. Broad Tenure Split – Where affordable housing is provided, the Housing 		
			   Needs Assessment indicates a need for 65% affordable 
			   housing for rent and 35% on a range of other affordable housing 			 
			   products.

		  2. On-site affordable housing provision – Large housing sites (more  
			   than 15 dwellings) should deliver affordable housing on site.

		  3. Dwelling size – Based on the socio-economic profile of the local 		  	
			   population in Bingley, the Housing Needs Assessment indicates a  
			   broad requirement for housing as follows:

			   a:	 1-bedroom homes – 19% of dwellings
			   b:	2-bedroom homes – 26% of dwellings
			   c:	 3-bedroom homes – 49% of dwellings
			   d:	4 or more-bedroom homes – 6% of dwellings 

			   Where possible, large housing sites (more than 15 dwellings) should 		
			   provide a mix of homes with no more than 10% of dwellings on large 		
			   sites containing 4 or more bedrooms.

		  4. Newly Forming Households – The Housing Needs Assessment has 		
			   examined the ability of newly forming households in the local  
			   population to access different forms of housing and indicates the  
			   broad requirements below that will best meet their needs:

			   a:	 Home ownership – 3%
			   b:	Entry level market sales/intermediate ownership product – 12%
			   c:	 Social rent – 18%
			   d:	Private rent – 66% 

Proposed housing at Crosley Wood The Locks apartments, Bingley

©
 J

o
 a

nd
 S

te
ve

 T
ur

ne
r 

– 
w

w
w

.g
eo

g
ra

p
h.

o
rg

.u
k



 
														            

		  Economic Context  

154.	 The Vision for the Neighbourhood Plan is clear that Bingley’s economic 	
		  future depends on creating the right environment for local and inward 		
		  investment. Other parts of this plan aim to improve the quality of 		
		  design in new development to improve the attractiveness of the town. 		
		  A specific focus to ensure the town centre provides an attractive 		
		  business, cultural and community hub is included. There is also a clear 		
		  Objective 3 to create and attractive environment for new businesses 		
		  and new investment.  

155.	 Bingley has a relatively strong and buoyant economy due to its own 		
		  attractive surroundings, accessibility to Leeds and Bradford and a good 	
		  workforce. It is home to over 700 businesses, employing in total 6,000 		
		  people. These businesses vary in size from large financial institutions to 	
		  sole traders. The town’s largest employer is Computershare with around 	
		  900 employees. Other significant employers include Damart and 		
		  Emerald Publishing, which employ 500 and 350 people respectively.  
 
156.	 There is good, mainly local demand, for vacant units, especially  
		  office-related space, as they become available. A good example is the 		
		  office park on Dowley Gap Lane, which is rarely unoccupied.  

157.	 According to the 2011 Census, some 64.0% of the population area is of 		
		  working age i.e. between the ages of 16 and 64. A further 17.8% are 		
		  aged under 16 years of age, with the remainder being aged over 65.  
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16.1	 Introduction  

16.1.1	 If, as set out in the Vision for this plan, Bingley in 2038 is going to be a 	
		  thriving, attractive Parish of which residents and businesses are proud, 	
		  then it will be a healthier community, less dominated by traffic, with 		
		  sustainability at its heart. Objective 4 seeks to ensure Bingley can be a 	
		  walking and cycling town by fostering the development of better 		
		  connections for walking and cycling routes which connect different 		
		  areas within the Parish and provide connections to parks and areas of 	
		  natural green space. In some places, routes need improvement and, 		
		  going forward, the Neighbourhood Plan seeks to protect, strengthen 		
		  and complete them.  

16.1.2 	 Parks and natural green spaces exist throughout Bingley and, in view  
		  of the need to find alternative natural green spaces to reduce pressure 	
		  from recreational use of the South Pennine Moors Special Protection 		
		  Area, it is important that these are also protected and strengthened. 		
		  The Neighbourhood Plan has identified key elements of Green 		
		  Infrastructure and has identified sites proposed for Local Green Space 	
		  designation. 

16.1.3 	 The Neighbourhood Plan also provides an opportunity to set 			
		  objectives to increase the biodiversity of parks and natural green 		
		  spaces and to connect isolated habitats to improve conditions for 		
		  wildlife to prosper within Bingley. The Neighbourhood Plan recognises 	
		  the overlap and mutual benefit that exists in relation to improvements 	
		  to walking and cycling routes, and green corridors to connect habitats 	
		  in Bingley. 

16.	Walking, Cycling 
		  and Green Infrastructure

Airedale Greenway direction signs
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16.1.4  	 Work undertaken to support the development of the Neighbourhood 	
		  Plan has included the preparation of Design Codes and of Concept 		
		  Masterplans, Design Principles and Proposals and Interventions. These 	
		  are discussed in earlier sections of this plan and further below 		
		  specifically in relation to walking and cycling, and green infrastructure. 
 
16.1.5  	 The Masterplan report notes that the A650 separates Bingley Town 		
		  Centre from communities in the northern areas, and that the majority 		
		  of both vehicular and non-vehicular routes run north to south. A 		
		  principle of the Neighbourhood Plan is to strengthen the links 		
		  between different centres within Bingley where possible. It identifies 		
		  priorities for enhanced or new strategic sustainable links, in particular 		
		  from Bingley Town Centre to Crossflatts/Micklethwaite, to Eldwick, to 	
		  Gilstead and to Cottingley.  

16.1.6  	 The Neighbourhood Plan wants to make sure that the village cores 		
		  and 	clusters of community facilities maintain their on-going role to 		
		  provide essential services for the local population who can access 		
		  them on foot. The Conceptual Framework identifies 800m and 1200m 	
		  walkable catchments to these places and to Bingley Town Centre, 		
		  which presently cover the majority of residents.  

16.1.7  	 The Concept Masterplans, Design Principles, proposals and 			 
		  interventions for Bingley Town Centre and Crossflatts show the range 	
		  of actions required to improve the public realm and walking/cycling 		
		  routes to these places alongside the Conceptual Framework.

16.2	 Walking and Cycling  

16.2.1 	 The Conceptual Framework provided within the Bingley Parish 		
		  Neighbourhood Plan Masterplan included in Appendix D, contains a key 	
		  concept of strengthening the links between village centres and with 		
		  Bingley Town Centre by creating convenient routes, enhancing road 		
		  connections and introducing cycle and pedestrian routes where possible.  

16.2.2 	 The Conceptual Framework set out in Figure 5.1 of the Masterplan 		
		  document identifies strategic connections between the core areas/		
		  community facilities of existing villages, and between these places and 	
		  Bingley Town Centre.  

16.3	 Cottingley to Bingley Town Centre – There are both pedestrian and 		
		  cycle routes from Cottingley Village Centre to Bingley Town Centre. 		
		  The most direct pedestrian route is 1.6 miles (2.7km) of on street 		
		  routes with two short sections of public footpath, linking Beckfield 		
		  Road to Manor Drive and through to Ghyll Wood Drive. The public 		
		  footpath is not lit or surfaced. The route involves a combined change 		
		  in elevation of 243 feet (75m), down to the River Aire from Cottingley 	
		  (200 feet, 61.5m) and up to the town centre (43 feet, 13.2m). An 		
		  alternative route is available not involving use of the footpath at a 		
		  roughly similar distance. The estimated walking time is 33 minutes.  

16.3.1 	 For the parts of Cottingley which would benefit from using the public 	
		  footpath links, improvements to these are a priority. 

16.3.2  	 The on-road cycle route from Cottingley to Bingley Town Centre is 		
		  two miles in length via Manor Road and Cottingley New Road (on 		
		  street shared with traffic) and then Bradford Road B6265 via non-		
		  segregated cycle lanes. The initial part of the route is more circuitous 		
		  but allows a gentler gradient for cycling. The route narrows 			 
		  significantly at one point next to Kiddi-Creche. On the north side of 		
		  the River Aire on the run up to the town centre, the route is 			 
		  intermittent and compromised by long bus stops, large junctions,  
		  on street parking bays and other traffic management arrangements. 		
		  The route ends at the entrance to the town centre.  

16.3.3 	 At each end of the route (Cottingley Village and the arrival entrance  
		  to Bingley town centre), there are no cycle stands. Also, there are no 		
		  cycle 	stands provided to serve facilities enroute. Elsewhere, stands 		
		  provided at Lidl, Aldi, Home Bargains, in pay and display car parks and 	
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		  at Bingley Pool. Cycle facilities need to be more prominent attractive 		
		  and feel secure.   
 
16.3.4 	 Priorities for the improvement of this route would be to provide 		
		  further lengths of cycle lane to complete the route and to fill in gaps. 		
		  Opportunities for providing dedicated cycle lanes should be 			 
		  investigated between the River Aire and the town centre. In addition, 		
		  suitable cycle parking facilities should be provided at both ends of the 	
		  route and along it to serve facilities and amenities along the way.   

16.4	 Bingley Town Centre – Securing better cycle routes into Bingley Town 	
		  Centre is an important aim of this plan. Having arrived, people need 		
		  good quality cycle stands at which to safely park their bikes and these 	
		  need to be in the right locations. Currently, cycle stands have been 		
		  placed within council car parks or have been installed as new 			
		  development occurs. Whilst these locations may warrant some cycle 		
		  stands, there has been a lack of facilities elsewhere. This has created a 	
		  fairly random pattern of provision of cycle stands which are not 		
		  necessarily convenient to key destinations or entry points to the town 	
		  centre. Some provision is tucked away to the rear of car parks and 		
		  signage is not good.  

16.4.1	 Bingley Town Council aims to work with BMDC to improve information 	
		  about opportunities and facilities for cycling in Bingley. Signage for 		
		  cycle routes and cycle parking facilities within the town centre needs 		
		  to be improved. Some cycle stands need to be moved to better 		
		  locations and more cycle stands are needed. 

16.5	 Gilstead to Bingley Town Centre – There are both pedestrian and 		
		  cycle 	routes from Gilstead to Bingley Town Centre. There are two 		
		  routes using tarmacked roads and they are the same routes for both 		
		  cycling and walking. The most direct route is 1.0 miles (1.6km) of on 		
		  street routes. The route involves a combined change in elevation of 		
		  240 feet (73m), down Gilstead Lane to Ferncliffe Road to Main Street. 	

		  This is via Fernbank Drive, Priestthorpe Road, Mornington Road and 		
		  Park Road. The estimated walking time is 21 minutes for the direct 		
		  route and 26 minutes for the gentler route downhill. It should be noted 	
		  that the same route will feel very different cycling back to Gilstead 		
		  from the town. The estimated walking time is 26 minutes.  

16.5.1	 The cycle route from Gilstead to Bingley Town Centre has segregated 	
		  cycle lanes at the junction of Gilstead Lane and Warren Lane but these 	
		  lanes disappear in the vicinity of the Village Post Office and do not 		
		  appear again for the remainder of the route. There is a cycle box at the 	
		  traffic light junction with Sir Fred Hoyle Way, but not at the junction 		
		  with Main Street. There are no cycle stands in Gilstead, non-observed 		
		  en-route and non-immediately visible at the arrival entrance to the 		
		  town centre from this direction.
   
16.5.2	 Priorities for the improvement of this route would be to provide 		
		  further lengths of cycle lane to complete the route and to fill in gaps. 		
		  Opportunities for providing dedicated cycle lanes should be investigated 	
		  between the post office in Gilstead and the town centre. In addition, 		
		  suitable cycle parking facilities should be provided at both ends of the 	
		  route and along it to serve facilities and amenities along the way. 

16.6 	 Gilstead to Eldwick Villages – There are both pedestrian and cycle 		
		  routes from Gilstead post office to Eldwick post office. There are two 		
		  routes using tarmacked roads and public footpaths and again they are 	
		  the same routes for both cycling and walking. Both routes are 1.0 mile 	
		  (1.6km) in length. The first is along Gilstead Lane to the footpath (just 		
		  beyond No 129) through to the Swan Avenue estate, then turning right 	
		  onto Swan Avenue to Nightingale Walk, again picking up a footpath to 	
		  Sherriff Lane and up to the junction with Otley Road. Sherriff Lane at 		
		  this point is unmade. There are no segregated cycle lanes in the upper 	
		  section of Gilstead Lane. The route involves a combined change in 		
		  elevation of 194 feet (60m) up, dropping 13 feet (4m) down to the dip 	
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		  in Gilstead Lane and then up to Eldwick post office. An alternative 		
		  route is more direct but still 1.0 miles (1.6km) in length. This is via 		
		  Warren Lane and Otley Road. It has a combined elevation change of 		
		  154 feet (47m). The estimated walking time is 20 minutes. 

16.6.1	 The cycle lanes in lower Gilstead Lane do not carry forward into 		
		  Warren Lane and upper Gilstead Lane. At either end of the route there 	
		  are no cycle stands in Gilstead Village or Eldwick Village.  
 
16.6.2	 Priorities for the improvement of these routes would be to provide 		
		  further lengths of cycle lane to complete the route and to fill in gaps. 		
		  Opportunities for providing dedicated cycle lanes and an improvement 	
		  in appropriate signage should be investigated between the two Post 		
		  Offices. In addition, suitable cycle parking facilities should be provided 	
		  at both ends of the route and along it to serve facilities and amenities 	
		  along the way.  

16.7	 Eldwick to Bingley Town Centre – There are two recommended routes 	
		  for cycling and walking between Eldwick and Bingley Town Centre. 		
		  The most direct route is 1.7 miles (2.7km) in length via Otley Road, 		
		  Parkside/Park Road and Main Street on tarmacked roads. The route 		
		  involves a combined elevation change of 360 feet, (110m) and again it 	
		  should be noted that the same route will feel very different cycling 		
		  back to Eldwick Village from the town. There is a segregated cycle lane 	
		  on Park Road in the uphill direction but not downhill and it is not 		
		  continuous. 

16.7.1	 An alternative route is available which, although has the same 			
		  elevation change, has a gentler incline. This is following the route from 	
		  Eldwick 	post office to Gilstead post office via Sherriff Lane, the public 	
		  footpath at Nightingale Walk, Swan Avenue, Gilstead Lane and then 		
		  onwards down to the Town Centre and is 1.9 miles (3.0km). The 		
		  estimated walking time is 30 minutes.  

16.7.2	 There are options available for walkers to divert from the roads 		
		  through Prince of Wales Park or descend via Gilstead Moor but these 		
		  routes are not signposted nor obvious to a visitor to the area.  

16.7.3	 Priorities for the improvement of this route would be to provide 		
		  further lengths of cycle lane to complete the route and to fill in gaps. 		
		  Opportunities for providing dedicated cycle lanes and an improvement 	
		  in appropriate signage should be investigated between Eldwick Post 		
		  Office and the Town Centre. In addition, suitable cycle parking facilities 	
		  should be provided at both ends of the route and along it to serve 		
		  facilities and amenities along the way. 

16.8	 Eldwick to Crossflatts and Micklethwaite – There are two 			 
		  recommended cycling routes from Eldwick to Micklethwaite. The first 		
		  route is direct to Micklethwaite at 2.4 miles (3.9kms) on roads via Otley 	
		  Road, Heights Lane and Otley Road (High Eldwick) and down via Carr 	
		  Lane to Micklethwaite Village. The route involves a height gain of 203 		
		  feet (62m) to the junction with Otley Road (High Eldwick) and then a 	
		  height loss of 360 feet (110m) to the village centre. The second route 		
		  involves the steep climbs and proceeds down Otley Road to Parkside/	
		  Park Road turning into Beck Lane to find the canal towpath at Five 		
		  Rise Locks leaving the canal at Crossflatts before cycling up 			 
		  Micklethwaite Lane to the village. This route involves a combined 		
		  height gain of 157 feet (48m) and a loss of 361 feet (110m).  

16.8.1	 The Leeds to Liverpool Canal is a SUSTRANS National Cycle Route 		
		  696, but other parts of the route on roads are currently set out as 		
		  cycle lanes. There are no cycle stands at either ends of the route. 

16.8.2	 The route above can be walked but there is an alternative walking 		
		  route at 2 miles (3.2km) diverting from Park Road up Lady Lane then 		
		  dropping to Micklethwaite Lane via Sty Lane. This is a narrow lane with 	
		  no footpaths on the lower section so it could be dangerous to walkers. 	
		  This route can be cycled too.  Estimated walking time is 45 minutes. 		
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		  There is a more direct walking route from Sty Lane leaving the lane 		
		  where the footpath ends via the snicket on the right just before the 		
		  bend at No 6 and traversing the valley following the signed footpaths 	
		  heading for The Bungalow on Carr Lane, Micklethwaite. 
 
16.8.3	 Priorities for the improvement of these routes would be to provide 		
		  cycle lanes where possible. Opportunities for providing dedicated 		
		  cycle 	lanes and improvements in footpaths and appropriate signage 		
		  should be investigated between the three villages. In addition, suitable 	
		  cycle parking facilities should be provided at the ends of the route and 	
		  along 	it to serve facilities and amenities along the way.  
 
16.9 	 Crossflatts to Bingley Town Centre – There are two cycle routes 		
		  between the village and the town; the first is to gain access to the 		
		  canal 	towpath via Canal Road to Bingley crossing the Leeds Liverpool 	
		  canal at Three Rise Locks to facilitate access to Park Road, then 		
		  turning right to the town centre 1.2 miles (2km). The route is fairly flat. 	
		  The second is straightforward being straight along Keighley Road to 		
		  Main Street 1.1 miles (1.8km). The route is fairly flat. This is a busy road 		
		  with on street parking to avoid. There are no cycle lanes on the route 		
		  but there is a cycle box at the traffic light by the Fire Station. It is also 		
		  a bus route and passes Castlefields Industrial Estate so there will be 		
		  large lorries using the route too.  
 
16.9.1	 There are no cycle stands at the Crossflatts end of the route and no 		
		  obvious landing area at the north end of the town.  
 
16.9.2	 Priorities for the improvement of these routes would be to provide 		
		  cycle lanes where possible. Opportunities for providing dedicated 		
		  cycle 	lanes and an improvement in appropriate signage should be 		
		  investigated between the village and the town centre. In addition, 		
		  suitable cycle parking facilities should be provided at the ends of  
		  the route and along it to serve facilities and amenities along the way.   

16.9.3	 The recommended walking route is via the canal tow path accessed 		
		  via Canal Road in Crossflatts and again leaving the path at Park Road 		
		  after crossing sides at Three Rise Locks. Estimated walking time is 24 		
		  minutes. 
					     
16.10	 Crossflatts to Micklethwaite – This is an easy route to follow as it 		
		  straight up Micklethwaite Lane to the village centre 0.7 miles (1.1km). 		
		  However the route does climb nearly 200 feet (59m). There are no 		
		  cycle lanes. The walking route is the same and will take you 			 
		  approximately 16 minutes. 
 
16.10.1	 It is difficult to see possibilities for the improvement of this route 		
		  unless a road widening scheme was ever proposed. This is unlikely to 		
		  happen in the life of this Plan. However opportunities for an 			 
		  improvement in appropriate signage should be investigated between 		
		  the villages. In addition, suitable cycle parking facilities should be 		
		  provided at the ends of the route. 
 
16.11	 Walking and Cycling Policies  

16.11.1	 The Masterplan Conceptual Framework identifies opportunities for 		
		  walking and cycling routes to connect settlements using design 		
		  principles set out in the design codes and the masterplan document. 		
		  Delivery of improved walking and cycling routes will require planning 		
		  and investment over a period of time by a range of local partners 		
		  including developers, landowners, the Highways Authority, Bingley 		
		  Town Council and others. Policy BING7 sets out priorities for walking 		
		  and cycling route improvement in Bingley. The quality of cycle 		
		  infrastructure within the town centre also needs to improve.
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		  Policy References 

NPPF Paras 104 and 106, Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policies TR3, TR4 and DS4, Emerging Local Plan EN6. 

		  • BING7 – Walking and Cycling Routes
 
		  Where appropriate, new developments should make a contribution to the
		  delivery of the following improvements to support enhanced walking and 		
		  cycling routes within Bingley: 

		  Cottingley Village to Bingley Town Centre 
		  a)	 Cycle stand provision in Cottingley Village Centre.
		  b)	Cycle stand provision at the River Aire Bridge.
		  c)	 High quality cycle stand at southern entrance to Bingley Town Centre.
		  d)	Creation of new cycle lanes and improvement of existing cycle lanes 		
			   between the River Aire and Bingley Town Centre. 
		  e)	 Improve public footpath links to Manor Drive from Beckfield Road and 		
			   Staybrite Avenue.

	 	 Bingley Town Centre 
		  a)	 Contribute to better quality cycle stand provision, information and 		
			   signage of routes and cycle parking facilities within the town centre, 		
			   connected to key cycle routes from the villages.

		  Gilstead to Bingley Town Centre 
		  a)	 Cycle stand provision in Gilstead village centre.		
		  b)	Cycle stand provision at Gilstead village.
		  c)	 Creation of new cycle lanes between Gilstead post office and Bingley 		
			   Town Centre.	

		  Gilstead to Eldwick 
		  a)	 Creation and improvement of dedicated cycle lanes and signage 		 	
			   between GIlstead and Eldwick post offices, with cycle stands at each end.
		  b)	Cycle stand provision along route to serve key shopping and community 		
			   facilities. 

		  Eldwick to Bingley Town Centre 
		  a)	 Creation of new cycle lanes and improvement of existing cycle lanes 		
			   between Eldwick post office and Bingley Town Centre via Otley Road, 		
			   Parkside and Park Road.
		  b)	Creation of new cycle lanes and improvement of existing routes for cyclists 	
			   from Eldwick post office to Gilstead Lane via Sherriff Lane, connecting to 		
			   Nightingale Walk and Swan Avenue (to connect to Gilstead to Bingley Town 	
			   Centre routes).

		  Eldwick to Crossflatts and Micklethwaite 
		  a)	 Creation of cycle lanes and improvement to cycle lanes, cycle routes and 		
			   signage on Otley Road, Heights Lane, Otley Road (in Micklethwaite) and  
			   Carr Lane.
		  b)	Creation of cycle lanes and improvement to existing cycle lanes, cycle 
			   routes and signage on Otley Road, Parkside, Park Road, Beck Lane and 		
			   Micklethwaite Lane.
		  c)	 Cycle stands at route ends and suitable locations on the routes.

		  Crossflatts to Bingley Town Centre 
		  a)	 Creation of cycle lanes and improved signage to connect Crossflatts to 
			   Main Street via Keighley Road and key commercial locations along this route.
		  b)	Cycle stands at employment and shopping locations along the route.

		  Crossflatts to Micklethwaite 
		  a)	 Improved signage on Micklethwaite Lane.
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16.12	 Local Green Spaces  

16.12.1	 In recognition of the need to clearly identify and protect important 		
		  local 	green spaces, the Neighbourhood Plan identifies sites for which 		
		  Local 	Green Space designation is sought. The Neighbourhood Plan 		
		  Working Group used their local knowledge and feedback from 		
		  consultation to identify a long-list of sites that could be considered for 	
		  designation as Local Green Spaces. A key principle of Local Green 		
		  Space policy is that sites that do not need additional protection 		
		  should not be designated. Some sites identified are already protected 	
		  from development by adopted open space or green belt policies and 		
		  so these were not considered further. 
 
16.12.2	 Each remaining site was assessed against the criteria set out in 		
		  paragraph 102 of the National Planning Policy Framework. To be 		
		  suitable for designation, a site should: 

		  a)	 be in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves  

		  b)	be demonstrably special to a local community  

		  c)	 hold a particular local significance, for example, because of its  
			   i) 	beauty,  
			   ii) 	historic significance,  
			   iii)	recreational value (including as a playing field),  
			   iv)	tranquillity or  
			   v)	richness of its wildlife  

		  d)	be local in character and is not an extensive tract of land.   

16.12.3	 The results of the assessment of the sites are set out in the ‘Local 		
		  Green Spaces – Supporting Evidence Report’, set out in Appendix F.  

16.12.4 	 The sites proposed for designation as Local Green Space were 		
		  consulted upon as part of the community consultation undertaken in 		
		  September 2019 – no objections were received at that time. Further 		
		  consultation directly with the relevant landowners has been 			 

		  undertaken in the summer of 2022. One landowner responded to the 		
		  informal consultation on proposed Local Green Space designations. An 	
		  objection was received in relation to the designation of site 18, Fields 		
		  to the north and west of Five Rise Farm (ruins). The response is 		
		  included in the evidence library. The Neighbourhood Plan Working 		
		  Group considered the response and felt that the parcel of land in 		
		  question plays an important role as a setting for the Leeds-Liverpool 		
		  Canal Conservation Area and the Five Rise Locks, whilst also provide 		
		  an open vantage point, afforded by the openness of the site, to the 		
		  surrounding hills to the south of Bingley. This creates a special value 		
		  and appreciation for the local community and visitors using the canal. 	
		  Because of this, the group decided to retain the proposed designation 	
		  of this site.  

16.12.5	 Some proposed Local Green Space are important local allotments. 		
		  There is an on-going high demand for allotment plots and it is a 		
		  priority of this Neighbourhood Plan to secure more provision as new 		
		  developments come forward so that provision matches an expanding 	
		  population and increasing interest in growing sustainable, healthy local 	
		  food. 

Myrtle Park sign board, Bingley Gilstead Moor

©
 S

te
p

he
n 

C
ra

ve
n 

– 
w

w
w

.g
eo

g
ra

p
h.

o
rg

.u
k



 
														            

83

		  Policy References  

		  NPPF Paras 101-103, Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policy EN1. 

16.13	 Green Infrastructure  
16.13.1	 The Green Infrastructure Framework provided in Figure 5.3 of the 		
		  Bingley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Masterplan included in Appendix D, 	

			   • BING8 – Local Green Space
 
			   The folowing sites, shown in Appendix F and on the policies map, are 		
			   designated Local Green Spaces: 

				    1.	 Lyndale Road playing fields.
				   2.	 Canary Drive wild area.
				   3.	 Swan Avenue nature reserve.
				   4.	 Warren Lane allotments 
				   5.	 Giles Wood.
				   6.	 Stanley Street allotments.
				    7.	 Queens Road recreation field, Crossflatts.
				   8.	 Green by canal, Canal Road/Newark Road, Crossflatts.
				   9.	 Bingley Bowling Club.
				   10.	 Rose gardens, All Saints Church.
				   11.	 Green area by the Market Cross, Jubilee Gardens.
				   12.	 Recreation field, Cottingley.
				   13.	 Gilstead Moor (The Crags).
				   14.	 Millennium Wood – The Greenwood.
				   15.	 Woodland between Main Street / Oberon Way, Cottingley.
				   16.	 Park between Bradford Old Road and Cottingley New Road.
				   17.	 Beck Lane allotments.
				   18.	 Fields to the north and west of Five Rise Farm (ruins).
				   19.	 Jer Wood to Cat Steps.	
				   20.	 North Bog.

		  identifies the different forms of Green Infrastructure within Bingley 		
		  and the villages including open spaces and wildlife areas. It establishes 	
		  principles for the protection and enhancement of networks of high-		
		  quality trees, hedgerow and woodland. The Green Infrastructure 		
		  Framework calls for the retention of existing landscape green 			
		  infrastructure of value to be incorporated into development 			 
		  masterplans and for the felling and removal of trees to be avoided.  

16.13.2	 It is important that new developments recognise the value of existing 		
		  open spaces and retain and enhance them within their designs so that 	
		  they can continue to contribute to local open space provision. The 		
		  location of development adjacent to open spaces should be planned 		
		  so that it enhances the character of the open space and provides other 	
		  benefits such as natural surveillance and a fostering of social interaction.  

16.13.3	 A more strategic approach to the strengthening of green 			 
		  infrastructure across Bingley requires an understanding of local 		
		  habitats and species, which the Neighbourhood Plan has not 			
		  addressed through ecological survey or expertise. However, Natural 		
		  England’s review of habitat presence and opportunities for 			 
		  enhancement and repair is available through DEFRA’s Magic 			 
		  interactive map. 

16.13.4	 The Neighbourhood Plan identifies further potential to contribute to 		
		  national and local nature recovery strategies through the identification 	
		  of broad corridors which should be the focus of improvement in 		
		  biodiversity to restore, enhance and connect habitats. These broad 		
		  opportunities are identified indicatively on the policies map as 		
		  connecting: 

		  a)	 Milner Field Estate to St Ives Estates across Crossley Woods, South 	
			   Bog, Green Belt land lying between Gilstead/Bingley and 			 
			   Cottingley, and Bingley Cemetery. 

		  b)	River Aire corridor south of the A650, connecting north of 			
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			   Cottingley with the Keighley border along the valley towards 		
			   Keighley. 

		  c)	 Connecting fragmented woodland running northwest of Prince of 		
			   Wales Park, to the park and woodland running south between 		
			   Bingley and Gilstead.
 
16.13.5	 The policy supports development and other actions which would 		
		  deliver on the broad objective to restore, enhance and connect 		
		  important habitats in Bingley. Further work is needed to identify 		
		  specific opportunities to create strategic Biodiversity Net Gain site 		
		  opportunities in Bingley. The policy will be used in combination with 		
		  design policies in this Neighbourhood Plan to establish how proposed 	
		  developments would protect and enhance green infrastructure within 	
		  Bingley. 

16.13.6	 A specific focus is additionally placed on the provision of new 		
		  allotments in new developments – Bingley’s allotments are 			 
		  oversubscribed with substantial waiting lists. Provision of suitable 		
		  allotment space within larger developments would be welcomed. 

		  Policy References  

		  NPPF Para 92, Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policies SC6, AD1 and DS2, 		
		  Emerging Local Plan SP10, SP11 and SPD on South Pennine Moors, EN2, CO1. 

		  • BING9 – Green Infrastructure Principles
 
		  Where relevant, development should have regard to the following green 		
		  infrastructure principles: 

		  Nature Recovery and Biodiversity Net Gain Opportunities – Development 		
		  proposals which	 contribute to the restoration, enhancement and  
		  connection of habitats to support nature recovery in Bingley will be 			
		  supported:
		  a)	 Milner Field Estate to St Ives Estate.
		  b)	River Aire corridor south of A650 from Cottingley to the border with 		
			   Keighley.
		  c)	 Woodland corridor centred on Prince of Wales Park. 

		  Greening of the Public Realm – Landscaping and public realm  
		  infrastructure should be interconnected to create a network of green 		
		  infrastructure within sites and to connect with wider routes and sites. 		
		  Existing landscape features (such as trees, flower beds, hedgerows)  
		  should be retained where possible.

		  Open Space Functions – All public space should be clearly defined and 		
		  designed to fulfil specific roles and functions for different range of users. 

		  Allotments – Land for allotments should be provided which is located to 		
		  meet the demand arising from existing and new developments.

Beckfoot allotments, Bingley Beck Lane allotments, Bingley
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17.	Enhancing Bingley’s 
	 Landscape and Heritage  

17.1	 Introduction  

17.1.1	 Bingley and surrounding villages exhibit a distinctive historic character 	
		  and are situated within a specific landscape setting that is greatly 		
		  valued by the local community. A key part of the Vision for the 		
		  Neighbourhood Plan is to ensure that historic character of the town 		
		  and villages is protected and enhanced through collective future 		
		  actions and through new development. Objective 6 seeks to maintain 	
		  and enhance the distinct landscape and heritage character of the area. 

17.1.2	 Whilst recognising that further growth may come to the area, it is 		
		  important that valued viewpoints and the reality of the town nestled in 	
		  its valley position amidst the Pennine Moors, are recognised and remain 	
		  recognisable as new development takes place. The Neighbourhood 		
		  Plan also recognises the distinctive character of a specific area and 		
		  seeks to ensure development within it is managed to ensure this is 		
		  maintained and enhanced.
 
17.2	 Maintaining and enhancing historic character 

17.2.1	 The Neighbourhood Plan Area contains approximately one hundred 		
		  Listed buildings and four Conservation Areas. There are two 			 
		  Registered Parks and Gardens and the boundary of the Parish abuts 		
		  the Saltaire World Heritage Site Buffer Zone. Figure 3.1 of the Bingley 		
		  Parish Neighbourhood Plan Masterplan (see Appendix D) shows the 		
		  distribution of formally designated Heritage Assets within the study 		
		  area (not the whole parish). 

Myrtle Park, Bingley
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17.2.2	 The Leeds-Liverpool Canal Conservation Area snakes through the 		
		  town and other Conservation Areas adjoin it, including the Bingley 		
		  Conservation Area, in the centre of the town, and the Micklethwaite 		
		  Conservation Area. The Eldwick Beck Conservation Area is located to 	
		  the north east of the town.  

17.2.3	 The St Ives Estate Registered Park and Garden lies to the South of 		
		  Bingley but is close-in to the southern edge of Bingley Town Centre, 		
		  which creates an important connection between the heart of the town 	
		  and nearby countryside. Listed buildings are concentrated around 		
		  Bingley Town Centre, but also in Micklethwaite.  

17.2.4	 In combination with Bradford Council management objectives for the 	
		  Conservation Areas and the established requirement to ensure that 		
		  impacts on the fabric, curtilage and the setting of listed buildings are 		
		  properly considered, the Neighbourhood Plan has established further 		
		  local considerations aligned to the achievement of the Vision for Bingley.  

17.2.5	 These are set out in the Design Codes and the Bingley Parish 			
		  Neighbourhood Plan Masterplan included in Appendix C and  
		  Appendix D. These provide clear principles to be followed in creating 		
		  new development and improving the public realm in the town and 		
		  historic centres of the village. 

17.3	 Bingley Town Character Buildings and Structures of Local 			 
		  Heritage Interest  

17.3.1	 The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group has undertaken a detailed 		
		  survey and assessment to identify assets in the Parish that are of 		
		  sufficient local heritage interest to merit consideration in planning 		
		  decisions, but which are not formally designated heritage assets. This 		
		  is included in Appendix G. The report has assessed sites against 		
		  national and local criteria explained in the report. Relevant sites are 		
		  designated as Bingley Town Character Buildings and Structures of 		
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Beckfoot Lane, Cottingley

Drinking fountain, Spa Lane, Bingley

Former college buildings, Bingley

Milner Villas, Gilstead

The Eldwick Church, Eldwick

Myrtle Park School, Bingley
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Figure 7: Location of proposed Bingley Town Character 			
			      Buildings and Structures of Local Heritage Interest 

		  Local Heritage Interest. Figure 7 shows the location of proposed 		
		  designations with specific site locations provided on further maps in 		
		  the Appendix. 
 
17.3.2	 Responses from property owners affected by the proposed 			 
		  designation of Character Buildings and Structures of Local Heritage 		

1.	 Fountain, Spa Lane.
2.	 Claremont, Bingley.
3.	 28-34 Primrose Lane, Gilstead (also known as Milner Villas).
4.	 Walls in Beck Lane and Gawthorpe.
5.	 Walls in Priestthorpe 
6.	 Beck Houses, Gawthorpe Lane.
7.	 Dick Hudson’s (The Fleece), Otley Road, High Eldwick.
8.	 Priestthorpe School, Mornington Road, Bingley.
9.	 Myrtle Park School, Ash Terrace, Bingley.
10.	Former college buildings, including the Halls of Residence and the Sanitorium, 		
	 Lady Lane, Bingley. 
11.	 Post box on Mornington Road, Bingley (No 622).
12.	Post box on Park Road, Bingley (No 602).
13.	Post box on Millgate, Bingley (No 611).
14.	Post box on Micklethwaite Lane, Micklethwaite (No 609).
15.	Various other old-stye wall post boxes around Bingley. 
16.	The Eldwick Church, Otley Road, Eldwick. 
17.	 Bankfield House, Cottingley.
18.	Lime kilns adjacent to Leeds Liverpool Canal at Micklethwaite Bridge.
19.	Prehistoric carved cup and ring rock in Greenhill fields, Bingley.
20.	Hedging, drystone wall boundaries and gateposts within the Greenhill fields.
21. 	Five Rise Locks cafe.
22.	Quaker Hill, Chapel Lane.
23.	Ancient highway of Beckfoot Lane.
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		  Interest were focused on the proposed 		
		  designation of walls in Beck Lane, Gawthorpe 	
		  and Priestthorpe. In response to these 		
		  comments, the Neighbourhood Plan 		
		  Working Group decided to amend the 		
		  proposed designations to make clear that 	
		  the features of interest exist across defined 	
		  areas and that, whilst not present on every 	
		  property there are sufficient numbers of 		
		  properties with the walls in question to create 	
		  a distinct local aesthetic and cultural/heritage 	
		  value in these areas. It also clarified the 		
		  purpose of the policy and how this would  
		  be intended to be used in deciding planning 	
		  applications. It was also made clear that 		
		  properties which are not listed or located 
		  in Conservation Areas, will retain their 		
		  permitted development rights which 		
		  included works to walls, subject to (nationally 	
		  defined) threshold limits. This has been 		
		  clarified and the designations have been 		
		  made area-based and made into two areas. 

17.3.3	 The National Planning Policy Framework 		
		  makes strong national policy framework 		
		  for the protection and enhancement of 		
		  designated and non-designated heritage 		
		  assets, which is also set out in adopted 		
		  core strategy and emerging local plan 		
		  policies. National and local policy allows  
		  for the identification of further local, non-		
		  designated heritage assets through 		
		  Neighbourhood Plans. 

		  Policy References  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
		   
		  NPPF Paras 192 and 203, Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policies AD1 and EN3, Emerging Local Plan EN4 and CO1. 

			   • BING10 – Bingley Town Character Buildings and Structures of Local Heritage Interest
 
			   The following sites are designated Bingley Town Character Buildings and Structures of Local Heritage Interest. 

				    1.	 Fountain, Spa Lane.
				    2.	 Claremont, Bingley.
				    3.	 28-34 Primrose Lane, Gilstead (also known as Milner Villas).
				    4.	 Walls in Beck Lane and Gawthorpe.
				    5.	 Walls in Priestthorpe. 
				    6.	 Beck Houses, Gawthorpe Lane.
				    7.	 Dick Hudson’s (The Fleece), Otley Road, High Eldwick.
				    8.	 Priestthorpe School, Mornington Road, Bingley.
				    9.	 Myrtle Park School, Ash Terrace, Bingley.
				   10.	 Former college buildings, including the Halls of Residence and the Sanitorium, Lady Lane, Bingley. 
				    11.	 Post box on Mornington Road, Bingley (No 622).
				   12.	 Post box on Park Road, Bingley (No 602).
				   13.	 Post box on Millgate, Bingley (No 611).
				   14.	 Post box on Micklethwaite Lane, Micklethwaite (No 609).
				   15.	 Various other old-stye wall post boxes around Bingley. 
				   16.	 The Eldwick Church, Otley Road, Eldwick. 
				    17.	 Bankfield House, Cottingley.
				   18.	 Lime kilns adjacent to Leeds Liverpool Canal at Micklethwaite Bridge.
				   19.	 Prehistoric carved cup and ring rock in Greenhill fields, Bingley.
				   20.	 Hedging, drystone wall boundaries and gateposts within the Greenhill fields.
				   21. 	Five Rise Locks Cafe.
				   22.	 Quaker Hill, Chapel Lane.
				   23.	 Ancient highway of Beckfoot Lane.  
			   Where appropriate, development proposals should have regard to the attributes of Bingley Town Character 	 	
			   Buildings and Structures of Local Heritage Interest set out in Appendix G. In taking a balanced judgement 
			   having regard to the scale of any harm or loss and the significance of the heritage asset, proposals for 
			   development should seek to avoid harm to the sites and should seek to enhance them.
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17.4	 Special Character Area  

17.4.1	 The Neighbourhood Plan identifies the Milner Field Estate as an area 		
		  of distinctive architectural, archaeological, landscape and historic 		
		  interest. It is judged to have a special character derived not only 		
		  because of historically and architecturally important buildings to be 		
		  found within it, but also because of its history, layout and setting. The 		
		  estate was established in the 16th century and underwent a formal 		
		  ‘design’ in 1869 by Robert Marnoch. It was a model farm owned and 		
		  operated by Sir Titus Salt and his descendants, now situated on the 		
		  edge of the Saltaire World Heritage Site Buffer Zone. 

17.4.2	 The farm has remained on its footprint and remains operational. 		
		  Considerable local research has been undertaken on the design and 		
		  operation of the model farm, many elements of which remain in situ. 		
		  The objective is to secure the preservation and enhancement of 		
		  historic features within this area, of relevance and with a relationship  
		  to the Salt family.  

17.4.3	 Given its proximity and historical links to Saltaire and the Salt family, 		
		  the Milner Field Estate has a low profile both locally and nationally.  		
		  When walking through the estate there is nothing that indicates its 		
		  significance, and it is in danger of significant deterioration. This is 		
		  viewed by Bingley Town Council as a major missed heritage and 		
		  tourism opportunity and we would like to work with the landowner 		
		  and other partners, including BMDC, to raise the profile of this key 		
		  piece of local history. Possible opportunities for the estate include: 
		  a)	 ensuring that the Model Farm is recognised and remains as such. 
		  b)	 including the Model Farm in general Saltaire literature to raise its 		
			   profile. 
		  c)	 making the estate a Country Park. 
		  d)	adding a heritage trail through the estate and its structures. 
		  e)	 archaeological activity to uncover further features within the estate. 

17.4.4	 For the Milner Field Estate, it is proposed to designate the area 		
		  identified on Figure 8 below as a Special Character Area. The aim is to 	
		  ensure the buildings and other features that form part of the model 		
		  farm and wider estate continue to support or enhance the character  
		  of estate and in so doing, support the realisation of wider 			 
		  opportunities for increased profile in relation to the World Heritage 		
		  Site and public recreational and heritage use. 

Figure 8: Proposed Special Character Area  
			      for Milner Field Estate 
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17.4.5	 Key assets which make a contribution to the Special Character Area 		
		  have been identified in Appendix H and the essential attributes have 		
		  been described. The Neighbourhood Plan policy supports development 	
		  that would enhance the Special Character Area as a whole and in 		
		  relation to individual assets, seeks to ensure that the features of 		
		  buildings that contribute to the special character of the area should be 	
		  retained in any future development. Consultation was undertaken with 	
		  property owners within the proposed Special Character Area with no 		
		  responses received. 

17.4.6	 A separate document is provided for the proposed Milner Estate 		
		  Special Character Area, in Appendix H. This document provides a 		
		  history and photo survey of the Milner Estate, description of important 	
		  features and guidance to inform the design of new development 		
		  within the area, and/or management and enhancement of the area. 		
		  The Special Character Area is shown on the Policies Map. 
 
		  Policy References  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

		  NPPF Paras 189 and 206-207, Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policies AD1 		
		  and EN3. 
 

	 • BING11 – Milner Field Estate Special Character Area
 
	 The area shown on the policies map is designated as the Milner Field  
	 Estate Special Character Area. Where relevant, proposals for development 		
	 within the Special Character Area will be supported where they would:
	 a)	 Improve public awareness and understanding of the historical 			 
		  significance of the Special Character Area.
	 b)	 Improve recreational and heritage tourism use of the Milner Field 
		  Estate.
	 c)	 Maintain or enhance the character features of key buildings and other 		
		  infrastructure described in Appendix H.

Aerial view of Milner Field (before its final 
demolition in the 1950s).

North Lodge of Milner Field that remains 
as a private dwelling.

Excavation works have revealed remaining 
features of the original floorplan.

Glazed decorative tile recovered during 
excavations at the site.
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Figure 9: Location of Proposed Distinctive Local Views 
			       and Vistas 

17.5 	 Safeguarding Important Local Views and Vistas  

17.5.1	 The Neighbourhood Plan Working Group has worked with members 		
		  of the local community to identify distinctive views and vistas from 		
		  within and outside the town, which are potentially sensitive to impacts 	
		  from new development. Appendix I to the Neighbourhood Plan lists 		
		  these views and defines the reasons for their importance. It sets out 		
		  objectives for managing development in accordance with this. Figure 9 	
		  shows the location of proposed distinctive local views and vistas.

17.5.2	 The identification of locally-important views and vistas expresses the 		
		  views of the local community about locally important landscape and 		
		  views, whilst also providing specific examples of views and vistas that 	
		  will be of relevance to the spatial quality and distinctive character of 		
		  Conservation Areas in Bingley. In this way Policy BING12 supports 		
		  delivery of BMDC Core Strategy Policy EN3. 

View north west from Druids’ Altar. View over Bingley towards Gilstead and 
Eldwick.

N

©
 P

au
l G

la
zz

ar
d

 –
 w

w
w

.g
eo

g
ra

p
h.

o
rg

.u
k

©
 T

o
ny

 N
ew

el
l



 
														            

92

		  Policy References

							   

 
		  NPPF Paras 130, Bradford Adopted Core Strategy Policies EN3 and EN4, 		
		  Emerging Local Plan EN5. 

		
		 • BING12 – Distinctive Local Views and Vistas
 
		 Proposals for development should avoid creating significant adverse  
		 impacts on the key attributes of the following distinctive local views and 		
		 vistas, identified and described in Appendix I and on the policies map:
	 V1	 –	 Heights Lane just south of the junction with Otley Road.
	 V2 	 –	 Large lay-by on east side of Heights Lane, north of mini-roundabout 		
			   junction with Warren Lane, Parkside and Otley Road and north of 		
			   turn-off onto Tewitt Lane.
	 V3 	– 	Heights Lane at junction with Tewitt Lane.
	 V4 	– 	100m along Tewitt Lane, Eldwick.
	 V5	  – 	From the front garden of Dick Hudson’s pub, south to The Springs  
			   area.
	 V6 	– 	Glovershaw Lane just outside the Parish boundary looking  
			   northwards.
	 V7 	 – 	Sheriff Lane at junction with Woodland Road.
	 V8 	– 	View of the River Aire and Holme House woods beyond from  
			   Airedale Street near Riverside Walk.
	 V9 	– 	Myrtle Park.
	 V10	– 	Gilstead Moor accessed via footpath from Grange Road.
	 V11 	– 	Altar Lane at Druid’s Altar.
	 V12 	– 	Altar Lane at Druid’s Altar.
	 V13 – 	 Five Rise Locks.
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18.0.1  	 The Neighbourhood Plan seeks to achieve a number of things which 		
		  will require further actions, active monitoring and periodic review to 		
		  determine whether objectives and policies are being achieved and 		
		  observed. Key requirements are identified in Table 7 on page 94.  

18.0.2  	 It is intended that an annual report to Bingley Town Council is 			
		  prepared to provide an update on Neighbourhood Plan 			 
		  Implementation on the measures set out in the table.  

18.	Monitoring,  
	 Delivery and Review  

Former Town Hall building, Bingley Finger post signs, Eldwick

Bingley Town Council Hub



 
														            

94

Neighbourhood Plan Policy Action required to deliver and monitor policy objective 

BING 1 – Community Assets and Facilities •  Monitor policy use in planning applications 

BING2 – Design of New Development in Bingley •  Develop more specific guidance based on preferred styles 
•  Monitor policy use in planning applications

BING3 – Bingley Town Centre •  Undertake periodic review 
•  Work with partners to develop projects and proposals 
•  Engage with property owners on potential for flats above shops 
•  Enter dialogue with stakeholders as and when the need arises 
•  Monitor policy use in planning applications

BING4 – Current and Future Employment Sites and Buildings •  Survey employment land and premises 
•  Market employment land and premises 
•  Survey businesses on their requirements

BING5 – Supporting Small Businesses and Start-ups •  Identify actions to support establishment and growth of small businesses

BING6 – New Housing in Bingley •  Monitor policy use in planning applications

BING7 – Walking and Cycling Routes •  Develop specific projects and actions to define and implement walking network 
•  Monitor policy use in planning applications 
•  Produce information to promote walking and cycling routes

BING8 – Local Green Space •  Develop specific management proposals for Local Green Space 
•  Monitor policy use in planning applications

BING9 – Green Infrastructure Principles •  Develop specific projects and actions to define and implement Green Infrastructure network 
•  Monitor policy use in planning applications.

BING10 – Bingley Town Character Buildings and Structures of  
Local Heritage Interest

•  Monitor policy use in planning applications.

BING11 – Milner Field Estate Special Character Area •  Work with stakeholders to develop management proposals for the SCA 
•  Monitor policy use in planning applications

BING12 – Distinctive Local Views and Vistas •  Monitor policy use in planning applications.

Table 7: Actions and Monitoring for Neighbourhood Plan Delivery 
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Q&A: A paper detailing Bingley Town Council’s response to the  
Community Consultation comments  

This is the Town Council’s response to the comments about the draft 
Neighbourhood Plan. These comments were made by Bingley residents 
during the initial Community Consultations last year from 7th September 
– 25th September 2019. Overall there were 281 respondents to this stage of 
the consultation but not everyone responded to every section. 

The aim of the initial Community Consultation was to introduce the draft plan 
to Bingley residents and to get feedback to help shape development of the 
plan to the next stages. A total of 90 comments were received telling us what 
residents liked about the draft Bingley Neighbourhood Plan. A further 78 
comments were received about anything in the Neighbourhood Plan that 
residents disliked or disagreed with. 

There were a number of isolated comments, both good and bad, which we 
haven’t responded to specifically due to space restraints but please make 
contact if you feel we have missed your comment out. 

The responses to the consultation were mixed in nature and many of the 
opinions seem to cancel each other out so we believe we have got the 
balance of the Neighbourhood Plan broadly right. 

Appendix A – Response to Consultation, 11 August 2019  

Comments 
There were a lot of positive comments about the draft Neighbourhood Plan 
overall and a recognition of the effort that has gone into developing it. 
Comments were made concerning its thoroughness and comprehensiveness 
plus the inclusion of some good ideas. People paid tribute to the work and 
commitment that’s gone into it. They liked the clarity and vision of the plan 
and thought it was well presented. 

Our response 
We were pleased to see these comments as the Working Group, which 
comprises some Bingley Town Councillors and some non-councillor residents, 
has worked hard (and continues to do so) creating, drafting and producing a 
Neighbourhood Plan for the parish of Bingley that will last for the next 17 
years. You simply cannot cover the scope of such a plan in a few pages as 
each subject area deserves adequate consideration. The Plan will be put to a 
referendum as part of the process so it needs to reflect the views of the 
people of Bingley. If you would like to join the working group and add your 
voice and effort please contact us by emailing the Town Clerk.

Comments
“It is too long”, “Too tedious a read”, “I’ve not time to read 246 pages”, etc.  
A few people suggested it would have been better to provide a summary. 
 
Our response 
The neighbourhood Plan is a legal document sitting under Bradford 
Metropolitan District Council’s Local Plan. It must not contradict anything in 
the Local Plan. It also must pass a formal assessment against Environmental 
Regulations and the inspection by a government appointed inspector. We 
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might like to have written some of the document in a more flowing prose 
style but if we did then it would not pass the formal inspection stages. 
Therefore, with some regret, it is not an easy read at times.  
All of the Plan’s chapters sit on the Council’s website and can be read online 
in single chapter bite size chunks. 

We are adding further detail relating to each of the Policy statements to the 
Policy Chapter to enable readers to read the whole policy rather than just the 
title. However, to see a policy in context you will need to read the whole 
relevant Chapter. 

We will also attempt to write an executive summary that captures the broad 
themes of the Plan.

 
Comment 
The Town Centre was referred to quite often with comments such as 
‘marketing the Town Centre’, ‘Market Square as a venue’, ‘Bingley as an 
attraction/destination’. Also mentioned was the economic viability of the 
Town Centre and the need to address areas of weakness commercially, with 
more shops and more office space. 
 
Our response 
With the help of grant funding, we have commissioned the production of two 
important studies for the parish from a consultancy called AECOM, a global 
infrastructure firm. These are a Design Code for the Town Centre and a 
Masterplan for the whole Parish. These documents should enable us to 
address the improvements to the infrastructure and allow us to address the 
economic viability of the Town Centre and areas of weakness commercially 
with more shops and more office space being promoted. Bingley Town 
Council note that the main drivers of businesses and where they are sited is in 
reality the decision of the investors or business owners. Very often costs such 
as Business Rate levels is taken into consideration as much as the ground rent 
being levied. Both of these costs are outside the remit of the Town Council. 

Comments 
Some people liked the suggestions about a ski lift and/or mountain bike track 
and the importance of visitor attractions but equally, a few people didn’t like 
‘some fanciful ideas’ i.e. the funicular and the ski lift suggestion. 

Our response 
Positive comments were made about the suggestion of a ski lift and/or 
mountain bike track but these were countered by an equal number of 
comments about it being a fanciful idea that would be very costly to run and 
likely become a financial burden on the town. The reason this idea was 
promoted in the Plan was to encourage thinking about how we might 
connect together Myrtle Park and St Ives Estate to make the most of these 
‘green’ assets and create connectivity from the town square across to St Ives 
via recreational pursuits. 
 
 
Comments 
There was general support for the Town Council promoting new businesses 
and employment within the Neighbourhood Plan but not support for 
pedestrianising Main Street or adding further traffic restrictions within the 
Town. Some people liked the idea of getting shops like menswear and 
hardware shops to move in, whereas other people thought these types of 
businesses will never succeed. Some respondents liked the idea of 
encouraging additional shops into the town e.g. greengrocers, bakers, etc.  
Overall people liked that the Plan identified areas of commercial weakness 
and aided Planning issues by producing positive Policies in this area which are 
considered by respondents as key for success and good place making. 
 
Our response 
We are obviously aware of the empty nature of the market square and are 
putting forward ideas to combat this, with a focus on our Town Centre and its 
economic viability by bringing local shops to Bingley centre.  
However, overall we believe we have the balance about right. The Design 
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Codes and Masterplan documents from AECOM already mentioned above 
should address many of the infrastructure issues being highlighted by 
ourselves in the brief and the respondents to the consultation. 
 

Comments 
People very much liked the depth and detail of the various Chapters and the 
way that Green spaces and Environmental Policies are identified. People also 
liked the focus on our heritage and historical information, and the housing 
chapter with its focus on affordable and social housing, sensible development 
and the need for the provision of adequate infrastructure. Some respondents 
thought that affordable housing might devalue other houses in the area. One 
resident was concerned that private retirement homes were excluded from 
the housing totals.  

Our response 
We were pleased to see these comments as we recognise the importance of 
green spaces in our Parish and the protection of the Green Belt surrounding 
us. Bingley’s heritage and history is important to us all as it tells us from where 
Bingley has come. The Housing Needs Analysis provided by AECOM goes 
into significant detail concerning the spectrum of housing types in Bingley 
and provides exact numbers of each style of house for the Plan period. The 
inclusion or exclusion of the McCarthy and Stone development residency 
numbers is a matter of timing with respect to when the Plan gets approved. 
 
 
Comments 
The proposed Greenhill development was not referred to in the Plan. 
 
Our Response 
On the contrary, the Neighbourhood Plan identifies the fields intended to be 
built on as Green Spaces and thereby seeks to justify why the development 
should not go ahead. However, it should be noted that Planning Permission 

for this site was granted before the formation of Bingley Town Council and 
has been the subject of a public enquiry too. 
 
 
Comments 
There was a single comment asking if we really needed a Neighbourhood 
Plan?  
 
Our Response 
There are two answers to this. Firstly, whilst a Neighbourhood Plan cannot 
limit the number of houses that the Local Planning Authority (Bradford MDC) 
determines should be built in a parish, the plan can stipulate what type of 
development can take place and where. Once adopted, the Plan and it’s 
polices have weight in law and must be taken into consideration.   
Secondly, the town benefits from the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) 
which is a new levy that is raised on certain new forms of development, 
particularly housing. CIL is in addition to any sites specific planning 
obligations, such as section 106. CIL is charged based on the Charging 
Schedule prepared by the Local Planning Authority. Bingley could see 
significant new development in the future and this could, potentially, generate 
significant CIL receipts. A set proportion of these receipts will be passed by 
Bradford MDC to eligible town and parish councils – 15% if they do not have a 
Neighbourhood Plan; 25% if this Plan is approved. 
 
 
Comments 
There were no land allocation preferences included in the Plan, i.e. reference 
to the March Cote Lane proposals, nor a mention of identifying additional 
land for allotments. 
 
Our Response 
Bingley Town Council has a legal right to comment on any application for 
Planning Permission but has no power of granting or denying it. Were the 
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Town Council to allocate land, for any reason whatsoever, it would run the risk 
of legal challenge from developers and the community. Land allocation is the 
province of Bradford MDC by virtue of legislation and they are set up to 
provide this function in a legal and financial sense. 
 

Comments 
There is no mention of Prince of Wales Park in the Plan. 
 
Our Response
The Prince of Wales Park is already registered under the Historic Buildings 
and Ancient Monuments Act 1953 within the Register of Historic Parks and 
Gardens by Historic England for its special historic interest. Any protection 
offered by its inclusion in the Neighbourhood Plan is of a lesser value than 
this.  
 

Comments 
There is no mention of Bingley Pool in the Plan. 
 
Our Response
Bingley Pool is the subject of a Community Asset Transfer (CAT) to the 
Friends of Bingley Pool in the near future. The Town Council is fully supportive 
of this and is assisting the process where it can. We anticipate that the pool 
will be referred to within the Infrastructure Chapter which is yet to be written. 

Comments 
There is no mention of Leeds Bradford Airport in the Plan. 
 
Our Response 
Leeds Bradford Airport is within Leeds and as such Bradford MDC has little 
voice regarding it. However, the Climate Emergency Working Group of the 

Town Council has written to a resident of Menston (who has contacted us 
asking for support) and Bradford MDC asking questions relating to the 
development of the airport. 

Comments 
There is insufficient consideration of Micklethwaite. 
 
Our Response
All five villages will be described in detail within the new chapter on Village 
Identities and Micklethwaite will feature within the Masterplan. 

Comments 
There is a need to list lost heritage buildings. 

Our Response 
We disagree with this comment as the Neighbourhood Plan is a legal 
document looking forward to the end of the period covered by Bradford’s 
Local Plan. There would be no benefit in including buildings already subject to 
change of use or demolition. The Plan acknowledges the parish’s heritage but 
it is not an historical record.

 
Comments 
There should be a greater focus on climate change. 
 
Our Response 
The Climate Emergency Working Group of the Town Council has asked the 
Neighbourhood Plan Working Group to consider its suggestions. Where 
appropriate these proposals will be adopted primarily in the Built 
Environment Chapter and in the new Masterplan where they relate to 
avoiding travel by car and greener transport. 
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Extract from Minutes of a meeting of the Bingley Town Council Planning Committee held on 11 August 2020 
		

			   2021/34 Bingley Neighbourhood Plan
 
			   a)	 To receive the minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group on Wednesday 17th June 2020 and the draft minutes  
				    of the meeting on Wednesday 22nd July.
			   b)	 To approve the recommendation that the consultation response document be approved, that it be included in the 
				    evidence library section of the Neighbourhood Plan and that it be publicised on the Bingley Town Council website, with 		
				    thanks to residents for involvement and input, once the CIL policy has been publicised, to show how the consultation 		
				    contributed to the creation of the policy.
			   c)	 To approve the recommendation that the Village Identities chapter be approved.
			   d)	 To approve the recommendation that the list of Green Spaces be approved.
			   e)	 To consider the Masterplan and Design Code documents and the feedback suggested by the Neighbourhood Plan 
				    Working Group.
			   f)	 To note the next Neighbourhood Plan Working Group meeting will be held on Wednesday 16th September at 6.30pm 
				    on Zoom. 
 
			   a)	 The minutes of the Neighbourhood Plan Working Group on Wednesday 17th June 2020 and the draft minutes of the  
				    meeting on Wednesday 22nd July were received.
			   b)	 The Planning Committee resolved to approve the recommendation and to note its thanks to Councillor Williams for his 
				    work on the consultation response.
			   c)	 The Planning Committee resolved to approve the draft Village Identities Chapter. 
			   d)	 The Planning Committee resolved to approve thedraft list of Green Spaces and to note its thanks to Councillor Owen for 
				    her work on the list of Green Spaces.
			   e)	 The Planning Committee resolved to approve the feedback on the Masterplan and Design Code, to recommend attendance  
				    at the workshop with AECOM to all councillors and to invite representatives from BMDC to attend the workshop.
			   f)	 To date of the next meeting was noted.
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Cottingley 
The manor of Cottingley (or 
‘Cotinglei’ as it was then shown) 
appeared in the Domesday Book 
of 1086 within the parish of Bingley 
and at that time it was described 
as waste land. 

Little is known about the 
development of the village from that 
time until the Reformation and what 
is known in the early days revolves 
round the principal residence of the village – Cottingley Hall, originally called 
Cottingley House. 

Residents of Cottingley House/Hall included the Franke, Dobson and 
Lamplugh families from the late 16th century to the mid 18th century. They 
were followed by the Ferrand, Thornton, Lupton, Firth, Alderson Smith, 
Stansfield and Priestley families through to the early 20th century. 

It is not surprising then that several residents of Cottingley House/Hall went 
on to achieve remarkable fame. These included William Wickham (politician/
diplomat/spy), Richard Thornton (geologist/explorer), John Gillies Priestley 
(physician/scientist) and Arthur Harry Briggs (mill owner/philanthropist). 

Originally sited approximately where the Church of St. Mary & St Monica now 
stands, Cottingley House/Hall had several re-incarnations, with at least two 
built and demolished before the present Cottingley Hall was built in 1915 some 
distance away and which is now a nursing home.  

Appendix B – Historical Development of Villages 

The village itself was, for many generations, reliant on agriculture for its 
survival but with the Industrial Revolution it became a centre for the tanning 
industry. Coal mining (over 40 coal pits at one time) also played a big part in 
the expansion of the village in the 19th century and, when that died out, wool 
processing became the major employer in the village at Cottingley Mills. 
Evidence of coal mining can still be seen in the Cottingley Moor Road/North 
Bank Road area. 

Some of the earliest buildings still standing are, inevitably, farm houses with 
Beckfoot Farm, Manor Farm, Marchcote Farm and Stock-a-Close Farm all 
built in the mid 17th century. These, and other buildings in the area, bear the 
double-cross insignia of the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem, indicating that 
they were once within their control. 

Cottingley has fourteen listed buildings of which one, when it was built, was 
quite unique. Cottingley Town Hall was opened in 1865 and comprised a 
non-denominational church, a day school, a Sunday school, a library, a 
Mechanic’s Institute and, on one evening a week, a bank. It is still in use today 
as a church and community centre, complete with original clock and pipe 
organ, both in good working order. 

Education within the village began with classes being held in a former 
blacksmith’s shop and when that became too small for the increasing number 
of children, the resulting campaign for larger premises was satisfied by the 
building of the Town Hall. A new primary school was built, appropriately 
enough, on School Street in 1933 and, when that was closed in 2002, 
educational matters were transferred to the former Cottingley Middle School 
on Cottingley Moor Road. At one time there were four schools within the 
parish boundaries.  
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When the Town Hall was built it was the only public building in the village 
which could cater for large events and was consequently used by various 
local associations for entertainments, meetings and fund raising events. One 
of the users was a thriving Choral Society which put on twice-yearly 
performances. 

Cottingley became an Anglican parish in its own right in 1886 when the Rev. 
John Simpson was appointed its first vicar. Previously, from being built in 1877, 
St. Michael and All Angels Church had been a mission church of Holy Trinity, 
Bingley. Since then the church has moved twice. The present church was 
opened in 2008 and the building alongside serves as Cottingley’s second 
community centre.

The Roman Catholic parish of St. Mary and St. Monica was formed in 1970 
with services held at Cottingley Manor School until the present church was 
built in 1998. 

Cottingley Manor has also been an important building. During its existence it 
has been a private residence (built in 1915 by Arthur Harry Briggs as a wedding 
present for his son), a Roman Catholic School and Church and, in its present 
form, a health and fitness club. During the Second World War it was used for 
deaf and crippled children who had been evacuated from Lister Lane School 
for Physically Defective Children. 

Cottingley, today, has worldwide fame (or infamy) for just one event. That,  
of course, is the activities of two young cousins, Frances Griffiths and Elsie 
Wright, who claimed, towards the end and just after the First World War, to 
have photographed fairies at the back of their house near Cottingley Beck. 
The pretence took in several well known celebrities, gained much publicity 
and was maintained for several decades until the truth was revealed. One of 
the girls, though, maintained that the last photograph taken was genuine. 

Cottingley, though, has more to offer from its history than just that hoax. It is 
indeed a village of history, industry, fantasy and culture.  

Cottingley had among its residents, for more than 40 years, a well published 
poet, James Allan Mackereth, and several residents have made significant 
contributions to public service, both local and national. 

Just like all communities in the United Kingdom, Cottingley suffered losses in 
both World Wars. A memorial to the fatalities of WW1 stands near the entrance 
to St. Michael and All Angels Church, while a tablet listing 147 men who served 
in WW1 can be found on the inside wall of Cottingley Town Hall Church. 
Cottingley had active participants in the political and social spectrum and, at 
one time, supported a Liberal Club, Conservative Club and Working Men’s 
Club. Alas, the only one still active is the Conservative Club in Smith Street. 

Since the end of the First World War the village has expanded quite 
substantially so that it now has, in effect, two distinct parts – the “old” village 
and the “new” village – and further expansions are planned for the future. 

Crossflatts 
The hamlet of Crossflatts would 
probably have been a crossing 
point of the River Aire where the 
land was flat.  

When the mill started circa 1777, 
the streets of workers houses 
stretched downhill from it to the 
main road in parallel all the way to 
the railway bridge. Just one half of 
one street remains and two other 
buildings that have not been demolished. These are Aire Street, the Methodist 
Chapel and The Royal public house. 

Crossflatts was part of the Ryshworth Hall and Farm until 1918 when the 
Sugden family sold the whole estate. It was bought by the original Bingley 
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Town Council who built the council estates alongside a few private dwellings. 
There has been little new build housing apart from infill development until 
recently with the cricket field development and the new development over 
the canal bridge. 

The village is not as well served now as it was. In the 1950s it had a large 
Co-op, two barbers, two chip shops, a general grocers, two green grocers,  
a Post Office, an off licence, a scrap yard, four corner shops, two hairdressers, 
a garage, a café, two places of worship, a butchers, a haberdashers, two 
drinking establishments, a TV electricians, public toilets and a newsagents. 
At Morton Lane bottom was a corner shop, a newsagents, a butchers, and 
opposite, a bakers, now a Tesco mini mart – in total then, approximately 31 
businesses. 
Whilst the number of shops has declined there are numerous businesses 
covering a multitude of trades, with the larger ones to be found on the 
Castlefields Industrial Estate.  

The original boundaries of the village have probably changed very little over 
the years and were traditionally defined by landscape. This would however 
leave hamlets and housing close outside the boundaries without an identity 
and so they are attached to the village.  

The Eastern boundary started around the Bingley side of the bridge over the 
railway as one came from Bingley, but did not encompass Castlefields which, 
by its closeness, has always been associated with Crossflatts. Castlefields is a 
settlement built adjacent to Castlefields Mill and at one time may have been 
part of the Ryshworth Estate. 

The Western boundary originally seemed to be the school side of Morton 
Lane with the section of houses between Morton Lane and Poplar Terrace 
being incorporated, possibly after 1920. Morton Beck formed the bottom half 
of the Western boundary past the cricket field; however, this appears to have 
been extended upon the building of the foundry which now houses UKAR 
(formerly the Bradford and Bingley Building Society), Magnet and B&M. 

The Northern boundary was always thought to be the canal, stretching from 
Morton Lane to Sleningford Road and on to the Five Rise Locks. The houses 
over the canal on Micklethwaite Lane are technically part of Micklethwaite but 
are nearer Crossflatts. 

The Southern boundary was the railway which ran at the bottom of Queens 
Road, Kings Road and along the boundaries of the Council recreation field 
(the Rec), the Grammar School playing field and the Cricket Club grounds.  

The village does not have any Conservation Areas as such other than the 
Grade II* listed property (now divided into four homes), Ryshworth Hall. Its 
construction started c1500, none or very little evidence of which still remains, 
and the building was added to over the years, reaching its largest size and 
importance in the mid-1700s when visitors staying over included Charles 
Wesley, one of the founders of the Methodist Church movement. When 
owned by Bingley Council (1918-1985), conversion to council housing and 
repairs were carried out which did not fit with the listed status and so it is not 
original and, due to vandal damage when tenants were moved out, it came 
close to being destroyed. Although its future is more secure than at almost 
any time in its past, it will never live up to its Grade II with a star listing. 

The only other area which may possibly come under the heading of 
conserved area within the village is the Grammar School playing fields –
administered now by BMDC and tenanted by a Rugby Club – which, if correct, 
was gifted to the Grammar School on the proviso that it would never be sold 
off.  

Crossflatts has minimal historic evidence now. Within the village there is only 
Ryshworth Hall which has any long history. The mills have gone, all the streets 
were demolished to build the Evergreen Walk complex and the flats between 
Canal Road and the canal, with Thomson Court being built on the site of a 
farm, leaving little evidence of earlier times.  

Castlefields, as a hamlet around a mill, still remains with listed buildings in 
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evidence. There are buildings over the canal but these are in Micklethwaite 
rather than Crossflatts. Just over the boundary with Bingley are the Five Rise 
Locks.   

Eldwick  

The landscape of Eldwick owes its 
formation to glacial periods, when 
overflow channels created the 
‘Eldwick Bumps’ undulating land 
between Heights Lane and the 
valley of Eldwick Beck. A relatively 
level plain for farmland rises to 
moorland.  

A tiny settlement was first 
recorded in the 11th century 
Domesday Book as ‘Helguic’, but after that, grants from monastic Rievaulx, 
(for Faweather and Golcar), brought farms. Between the 13th and 14th 
centuries local Manor Courts records list people living at ‘Helewike’, ‘Ellewick’ 
and Johanna de Helwyke lived ‘under the cross’, probably at Eldwick Hall, 
which was owned by the Knights of St. John. The Eldwick Hall and its farm of 
1696 and many other farms were built in the 17th century.  

Above all these it was at High Eldwick that records of a larger settlement 
show a linear pattern along the packhorse route from Keighley to Otley. 
Cottages were occupied by handloom weavers; materials were supplied to 
them and finished pieces were collected later. Eldwick Hall was built far below 
the upper ‘village’.  

The first buildings in the Eldwick Beck location were three Tudor Alms-
houses, (today these are opposite the former Wesleyan Chapel at the centre 
of the Eldwick Conservation Area). At the old High Eldwick settlement, a 

beerhouse licence was transferred from Rattlebank Hall in 1787 to Intake Farm 
enabling it to become ‘The Fleece’. Then, after the arrival of the Hudsons in 
1809, Dick Hudson took over in 1850 and so his well-known name remains.  

Along the road, a chapel/schoolroom for High Eldwick ‘village’ was erected in 
1815. Toils Farm/Middle Farm, across from Eldwick Hall, was often visited by 
John Wesley from 1759. The first Eldwick Beck Chapel was built in 1832, to be 
succeeded in 1888 by a much larger building. It was 1800 which created 
Eldwick Beck village and ended that at High Eldwick – with the construction 
of a four-storey worsted spinning mill, together with a dam and cottages. The 
mill closed in 1881 but an older building in The Green (beyond The Acorn pub) 
was used to ‘scribble’ wool fleeces, and there were eleven cottages for 
workers, all worsted weavers or wool combers. In 1828 it became a corn mill.  

Farming continued, aided by lime burning in brick kilns, hence Brick Kiln Row 
(Park Top Cottages). The major development in the growth of Eldwick came 
with the 1861 Enclosure of Gilstead Moor, when ‘allotments’ of land were 
awarded and ‘occupation roads’ created. Open moorland between Eldwick 
Beck Bottom and Gilstead saw Warren Lane, Sheriff Lane, Saltaire Road, Glen 
Road and Gilstead Lane all formalised, and this lead to the building of ‘villas’ 
for prosperous merchants and factory owners from Bingley and Manningham.  

The village school opened in 1877, in Otley Road, as did the Church of St. 
Lawrence (1893).  

Local quarrying provided ample building stone and stone ‘slates’ were mined 
either side of Warren Lane. The Enclosure also created Prince of Wales Park 
(1863-65) and the Warren Lane allotments for the ‘labouring poor’. Both The 
Acorn and The Travellers Rest, (the latter opposite the large chapel), were 
19th century Beck Bottom establishments. The Barron Family opened the 
Bingley Brickworks in Heights Lane in 1875 and manufactured bricks, tiles and 
drainpipes. By the end of the 19th century the population was very diverse 
and housing equally so. Into the 20th century the mill had closed, more 
houses were built around Otley Road and more shops opened, but market 
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gardening was developed in Saltaire Road and Glen Road where large 
gardens were converted to produce fruit, flowers and vegetables for Bingley 
shops.  

Social life revolved around the school (used for public events) and the village 
library. Even the main body of the church, without pews but with a sliding 
partition, could be used for social events. Various societies and sports groups 
developed even though many workers were then employed in Bingley and 
beyond. Gas lighting came by 1900 and a ‘garden city’ was planned for the 
edge of Gilstead Moor, off Warren Lane in 1907. One large house and six 
cottages were built before the scheme was abandoned, the site ‘being too 
exposed!’ For many years following, Warren Lane, with the exception of 
Warren Park and Warren Farm had no houses. Only Otley Road and the 
developments beyond, between West View, Saltaire Road and Gilstead Lane 
made up the village.  

This changed in the 1950s with the building of the then massive Heaton 
Estate which almost doubled Eldwick in size. In turn, this led to the building of 
Eldwick Memorial Hall in 1954 as the new social centre (later supplemented 
by Birches Club), the tennis courts and the earlier Recreation Ground. Even 
with all the new housing, during the next 25 years, the village lost its long- 
established garage, butchers, greengrocers, bakers, newsagents and even the 
fish shop! Today there is a multipurpose Post Office, beauty salons, 
hairdressers, the health centre and pharmacy and two play schools.  

A modern Middle School was built in Warren Lane which may have paved the 
way for the 1986 Wimpey and the later Redrow/Bryant Swan Avenue estates 
of 2000, that were built on land previously used for farming. The Swan 
Avenue segment ran through the locally held understanding of the boundary 
between Eldwick and Gilstead and caused postal addresses to become 
disputed by some residents!  

Elsewhere, many former farm buildings and barns were converted into 
domestic properties, as was the old school, (children moving to the then 

Middle School), and both the original 1832 and 1887 chapels. Church and 
Chapel became an episcopal Eldwick Church. Eldwick may no longer be 
classified as a village but it still has a sense of community with village events, 
many clubs and societies, and has an enviable location, bordered on three 
sides by the natural landscape and positioned above the Aire Valley on 
Gilstead Edge, below the Baildon/Bingley Moor, and adjacent to Shipley Glen.  

Gilstead 
Gilstead is one of the earliest 
settlements in Bingley Parish, 
having its first mention in the 
century after the Domesday Book. 
In addition to Priesthorpe, Gilstead 
was a new settlement, whose land 
extended down to the river at 
Dowley Gap while the land 
between the village and Eldwick 
Beck remained uncultivated, as 
Gilstead Moor, until the nineteenth 
century).
 
Geographically, Gilstead is in a very special position which directs its identity 
as a community. It is situated on high ground, 200 feet above Bingley to the 
north-east of the town centre. To the north, east and south it is bounded 
variously by Shipley Glen, the River Aire and the escarpment of Gilstead Moor. 
To the north-west recent housing developments have merged the previously 
separate communities of Gilstead and Eldwick. 
 
Most of the housing was built in the twentieth century as Gilstead did not 
develop in the Industrial Revolution as an industrial/manufacturing area like 
Bingley town, but remained agricultural in nature. Such trades as existed were 
agricultural or connected to the wool trade, but on a small scale. The last 
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major housing development was the building of approximately 400 homes at 
the Swan Avenue estate, between 2000 and 2007. 
 
Substantial properties in the Gilstead area, pre 1914 included Littlebeck Hall, 
Gilstead Hall, Oldfield House and Milner Field, the home of Sir Titus Salt Jnr 
from 1869. (See separate entry for Milner Field). Following the Enclosures of 
Gilstead Moor in 1861, John Preston, a Bradford chemist, homeopath, 
photographer and painter bought two allotments and began building 
Littlebeck Hall, possibly using stone from the original building at Milner Field. 
His brother Ben Preston, a poet, bought land nearby and built a house called 
Hammondale. He obtained a beer license and this became the Glen Hotel, 
which still serves the village. Both brothers benefited from inheritance from 
their uncle Benjamin Hammond, a wealthy Bradford butcher and cattle dealer. 
 
Milner Field Farm is the original ‘home farm’ which served the Milner Field 
household. It is still a working dairy farm and forms a valuable link with the 
original Miner Field estate and the village of Saltaire. 
 
Sir Fred Hoyle, internationally renowned astronomer, was born and lived on 
Primrose Lane and was descended from the Preston family on his mother’s 
side. He was a pupil at (and a dedicated truant from) Bingley Grammar 
School. A section of the A650 Bingley Bypass is named after him and there 
are blue plaques on the house at Primrose Lane and at the school in 
recognition of his achievements. He spent much of his childhood and youth 
trespassing in the Milner Field grounds and on Gilstead Moor, which 
encouraged his curiosity and interest in the natural world. 
Gilstead Moor or ‘The Crags’ still forms a natural boundary between Bingley, 
Eldwick and Gilstead. It provides fantastic views over the Aire Valley, is an area 
of ecodiversity, providing habitats for many species of flora and fauna and is a 
very popular area with local residents for walking. 

Gilstead Village is served by the church of St Wilfrid, dedicated in 1906. St 
Wilfrid’s Community Hall is well used by local community groups and as an 
after school club. The former Gilstead Middle School, which served children 

between 9 -13 years was closed in 2000 due to reorganisation and became 
the new home for the expanded Eldwick Primary School. The village has a 
busy post office and The Glen pub on Gilstead Lane and The Fisherman’s pub 
at Scourer Bridge. 

Gilstead ‘Rec’ or Recreation Ground is a large open space in the centre of the 
village with a play park, football field and Nature Walk. Bingley Juniors use the 
football pitch and the changing rooms, which were provided with the help of 
Gilstead Village Society. The play space is popular and well used, but is dated, 
and although the Nature Walk benefited in the late twentieth century from a 
WREN grant, in recent years it has become neglected. However, Gilstead 
Village Society has begun work on restoring and improving the area to make 
it more attractive, better used and appreciated. 

Gilstead Village Society has been in existence for well over thirty years and is 
a thriving society dedicated to improving and maintaining the village 
environment, providing social and community activities and raising money to 
benefit the village. In recent years it has provided a defibrillator at St Wilfrid’s 
Community Hall, donated money towards the repair of the Mechanics 
Institute clock in Bingley, and erected a War Memorial to the Gilstead Soldiers 
at the top of Primrose Lane. There is a group of dedicated volunteers who 
maintain the flower beds and planters along Gilstead Lane and have the 
Nature Walk as an ongoing project. Social and charity events have included 
Remembrance Day Services, a Great Get Together Community picnic for the 
Jo Cox Foundation, MacMillan Coffee Mornings and an annual Tea Party for 
senior citizens. The committee meet regularly at The Glen and can be found 
on Facebook as ‘Gilstead Village Society.’ 

Gilstead is a thriving area and this brings its own pressures – for example, on 
maintaining distinct boundaries and from ever-increasing traffic volumes. 
Therefore, it is even more important that the village retains its separate 
identity as a safe, welcoming and open community, while remaining an 
essential element of Bingley Parish. 
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Micklethwaite 

The village is located on the valley 
slopes and is mostly linear in form 
with clusters of buildings along 
Micklethwaite Lane and Carr Lane, 
the largest clusters of development 
being around two village greens. 
From the swing bridge over the 
Leeds and Liverpool canal in the 
South it steps up the hillside, 
creating character and allowing 
long distance views across the Aire 
Valley, to the junction of Carr Lane with Otley Road in the North. Pastoral 
fields with stone walls surround the village, providing an open, green setting 
and illustrating its agricultural character. The wooded Micklethwaite Bank 
provides an impressive Eastern backdrop to the village, giving way to 
moorland above, while fields slope down to the canal and Morton Beck  
to the West. 

Micklethwaite was founded towards the end of the 9th century by Vikings 
who established a scattered farming settlement in a clearing. The name is 
pure Scandinavian and is derived from two Norse words ‘Mykel‘ (great) and 
‘thveit’ (clearing). The village was lain to waste in the Norman Conquest of 
1066 which ended the Viking system of governance. Micklethwaite was 
mentioned in the Domesday Book of 1086 and quickly recovered, 
underpinning the early growth and prosperity of Bingley. A textile mill was 
built at Holroyd in 1812 and was followed by a small number of workers’ 
houses in the village. Two Wesleyan Methodist Chapels were built in the 
village in 1854 and 1875, possibly signs of a dissenting community, with the 
latter closing in 2005. Many farm buildings have been converted to dwellings 
along with the mill and the chapels. A number of modern houses were built in 
the middle of the village after the 1950s, reflecting the popularity of 

Micklethwaite as a commuter settlement. The 1801 census recorded 242 
inhabited houses in Micklethwaite. The 2001 census recorded 139 properties 
and a population of 296. The conversion of Airedale Mills to dwellings has 
added 24 properties and the building of Micklethwaite Landings has recently 
added another 27 properties. 

Lands at Micklethwaite were donated to Drax Priory between the 12th and 
14th centuries. Monks farmed these lands and probably collected their 
produce at the original Micklethwaite Grange. The dissolution of the 
monasteries by Henry VIII in 1536-9 probably led to the allocation of 
monastery-owned land to freeholders who gradually accrued wealth and 
rebuilt their farmhouses and farm buildings in stone to reflect their wealth and 
status in the late 16th and 17th centuries. Examples include part of Manor 
House (6-8 Victoria Street), which dates from the late 16th century and 
Micklethwaite Grange, which is dated 1695. The malthouse at Croft House 
Farm represents another activity in Micklethwaite, which was probably 
established by the monks of Drax Priory. Lime burning was an important 
industry in the area in the 17th and 18th centuries, but textiles did not gain a 
strong foothold in Micklethwaite until the introduction of factory machinery to 
the region and the construction of Holroyd Mill in 1812 and Airedale Mills in the 
early 19th century. The employees of both of these mills probably lived in the 
mostly demolished back-to-back houses at New Street and Union Street 
(constructed in 1852) and at Peas Acre and The Green. 
 
Micklethwaite Conservation Area was designated in 1976 and covers the 
majority of this historic agricultural village. The Conservation Area 
Assessment was released in December 2005, following a workshop with 
villagers in 2004; and an Appraisement to review the Assessment was done 
in 2009. Bradford Council is currently on the third round of reviews for 
Conservation Areas and when each is completed the new review will replace 
the original assessment and appraisal. There are 14 Grade II listed buildings in 
the Conservation Area from across five centuries. These include the oldest, 
the Manor House, and the most recent, a Grade II listed K6 telephone kiosk, 
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designed in 1935 by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, whose top panels display the 
emblem of George VI.  

Micklethwaite has only three vehicular ways in and out; Northwards via 
Micklethwaite Lane and Carr Lane onto the difficult junction with Otley Road; 
Southwards via Micklethwaite Lane; and then either straight down over the 
canal bridge to Keighley Road or Eastwards up Sty Lane and Greenhill Lane 
onto Lady Lane. Micklethwaite Lane is narrow, with steep slopes and sharp 
bends by the upper village green. It has a narrow footpath on one side, but 
only from the canal bridge to Beck Road. Carr Lane and Sty Lane are also 
narrow and steep and have no footpath. In snow and/or icy conditions, the 
only access can be over the canal bridge. There are no public services in 
Micklethwaite. 

There is a thriving Micklethwaite Village Society, run by volunteers, whose 
objectives are to safeguard the local environment and to promote a sense of 
community spirit, care, well-being and pride amongst all residents. As a result, 
the two village greens were formally registered as Village Greens in 2005. In 
2017 the Village Society was allowed to refurbish the telephone kiosk and 
install a defibrillator in it. This work was funded by the Society, together with  
a matching grant from Bingley Town Council. There is a Queen Victoria (No. 
609) post box. The Micklethwaite Lane allotments provide a local green space. 

In December 2007, following local consultations, Bradford Council, in 
partnership with Micklethwaite Village Society, produced a Local Action Plan. 
A key message was that residents wanted Micklethwaite to remain as a 
separate and distinct community which retained the characteristics of village 
life. A major concern was the unsuitability of Micklethwaite Lane for busy, 
large and fast traffic; drivers ignore warning signs and longer vehicles get 
stuck on the bend by the upper green. Other than increased levels of traffic, 
which have exacerbated problems, nothing has changed. A long-requested 
20mph speed limit and better restrictions for longer and large vehicles would 
be welcomed. 

A more recent concern, following approval for the large development on the 
Greenhill site, is the intention to make Sty Lane one-way westwards. This 
would remove one of the three vehicular exits for Micklethwaite residents, 
enjoyed for generations, and would have a devastating impact on villagers 
and their close community ties with Bingley, Eldwick etc. Maintaining this 
access up Sty Lane is the unanimous wish of all in Micklethwaite. 
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The following appendices have been provided as separate documents:

Further Appendices to the Neighbourhood Plan 

■ 	 Appendix C – 	Design Codes  

■ 	 Appendix D – 	Bingley Parish Neighbourhood Plan Masterplan 

■ 	 Appendix E – 	Local Housing Needs Assessment 

■ 	 Appendix F – 	Sites for Local Green Space Designation 

■ 	 Appendix G – 	Character Buildings and Structures of Local Heritage 		
		  Interest

■ 	 Appendix H – 	Milner Field Estate Special Character Area

■ 	 Appendix I – 	 Safeguarding Distinctive Views and Vistas
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Notes
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